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THE DRAGON AND THE HUMMINGBIRD 


Fairy tales do not tell children that dragons exist. Children already know 
this. Fairy tales tell children the dragon can be killed. 
G. K. Chesterton 


You never change things by fighting the existing reality. To change 
something, build a new model that makes the existing model obsolete. 
Buckminster Fuller 


There can be only one permanent revolution — a moral one; the 
regeneration of the inner man. How ts this revolution to take place? 
Nobody knows, but every man feels it dearly in himself: And yet in our 
world everybody thinks of changing humanity, and nobody thinks of 
changing himself: 

Leo Tolstoy 
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Part One: THE DRAGON 


- an Allegory 
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Alice tries to “do her bit” 


THE DRAGON AND THE HUMMINGBIRD 


1. ALICE’S ADVENTURES 


This is Alice. Alice is a pretty wonderful human being. There was a time 

when she didnt have a care in the world, with her pink hair and nose 
piercing but these days, she’s settled down into a more traditional lifestyle 
playing happy families with her lovely husband and two daughters she’s 
very proud of in a charming cottage on a quiet street in a friendly little 
town. 
It used to be a lovely place to live, but recently she's noticed her world is 
changing, and not for the better. For example, she no longer hears the 
dawn chorus when she wakes up, and there are fewer butterflies and bees 
in her garden. And don't get her started on the crazy weather ruining her 
tomato plants. All of which makes her worry about what the world will be 
like for her daughters when they’re grown up. 

So, in an effort to help she’s become a vegetarian, and now buys most of 
her clothes in second-hand stores. She even bought a second-hand electric 
car because they are supposed to be better for the planet, but even that’s 
complicated because she worries about how the minerals for the batteries 
are mined in Africa. She’s heard they may even use child labour. 

So now she’s going on climate marches even if she’s not sure they make 
much of a difference but it helps to control her anxiety. 


But what else can she do? 
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being classic “middle management 


THE DRAGON AND THE HUMMINGBIRD 


2. INCURIOUS GEORGE 


This is George. He and Alice are best friends. They grew up together, they 
went to school together, they work at the same factory together and now 
they even live next door to each other. 

But unlike Alice, George isn’t all that concerned about the climate crisis. 
He’s too busy climbing the career ladder, which means he has a bigger 
house and a flashier car than Alice, and he takes his family on more exotic 
holidays. Alice jokes that George is classic middle management material 
but he doesn't mind. He just points to the big new SUV in his drive and 
shrugs his shoulder as if to say that’s why I work so hard. 

But while George is proud of what he’s achieved he still admires Alice and 
he sometimes thinks he ought to pay more attention to the things she 
worries about. 

In the summer, George often invites Alice and her family over for BBQs. 
At one of these get-togethers, Alice explains she’s organised a petition 
asking their boss to reduce the amount of coal and oil he consumes. She 
asks George if he’ll sign it too, and if he’d be willing to go with her to 
present the signatures, as some sort of emotional support. 

This is a dilemma for George because if he causes trouble, he might lose 
his bonus. On the other hand, he wants to help his friend. So, after 
sleeping on it, he reluctantly agrees and, on Monday morning, the two 
friends walk up the hill to the big house to hand in the petition. 
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Feeding Dragon is a messy business . 


THE DRAGON AND THE HUMMINGBIRD 


3. ENTER THE DRAGON 


This is Dragon. He's 50 metres tall, weighs 20,000 tonnes and is, well, a 
dragon. All of which makes him very, very scary and, to make things even 
worse, when he’s angry, (which is quite often) he breathes fire. 

About 250 years ago, Dragon showed up in what's now called The Black 
Country. It wasn’t called that at the time, but his fiery breath and all the 
coal he ate soon covered everything with a thick black soot. When he was 
a baby he used to live under an iron bridge, but now he's an adult he’s 
pretty much taken over the whole world, kicking out all the other monsters 
along the way. 

Living the high life, Dragon does whatever he wants, which mostly 
consists of scoffing huge quantities of coal and oil which the humans must 
provide to keep him growing. In the past, he’d work the humans to death, 
but more recently he’s discovered they work harder when they have hope, 
so he lets them dream about retirement while they work. As you can see, 
he isn't a very nice dragon, but then, dragons rarely are. (apart from 
maybe Puff and the ones that live on the moon making soup). 

But there’s just one more thing I need to mention. Thanks to this diet of 
fossil fuels, Dragon also produces enormous amounts of toxic farts that are 
slowly killing the planet. But he doesn't care too much about that. He's too 


busy enjoying himself. 
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THE DRAGON AND THE HUMMINGBIRD 


4. ESG# I (easy SIGNALLING GESTURES) 


So it came as a surprise (and, frankly, an inconvenience) when, on 
Monday morning, there was a knock at Dragon’s door. "Who's bothering 
me at this hour?" he grumbled, peering through the curtains. 

He assumed it would be the hippies that had been protesting outside his 
house for the past 30 years holding little placards complaining about ‘the 
environment’, without making the least bit of difference. 

But this knock at the door seemed different: He could see that one of the 
tiny humans on his doorstep was that lazy Alice who worked in sales, but 
the other was George who was middle management and Dragon didn’t 
expect employees like him were loyal because of the bonus he gave them 
at Christmas. 

“Better humour them," he thought, letting them in. 

In the hallway, Alice nervously explained the reason for their visit. He 
found their demands confusing; something to do with butterflies, birds, 
tomatoes, and farts, so while he half-listened he eyed up the names on the 
petition to see who he might fire. When it was over he smiled and 
promised to do whatever he could, before ushering them out. 

Closing the door, Dragon returned to his sofa where he’d been idly 
munching on coal, smiling to himself about the part where they’d asked 


him to consider switching to a plant-based diet. 
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“You two again!” said Dragon with mock exasperation 


THE DRAGON AND THE HUMMINGBIRD 


5. ESG # 2 (evADE SCRUTINY BY GASLIGHTING) 


After the ordeal, Alice and George needed a drink, so they retired to their 
favourite pub to discuss how the meeting had gone. To be honest, they 
were relieved to still have a job. In fact, they'd been surprised at how 
amenable Dragon had seemed. He’d actually been a teddy bear! 

Yet, after a couple of weeks, nothing much seemed to have changed. 
George was ordering the same amount of coal for Dragon and Alice had 
seen no improvement in the air quality. 

"Perhaps Dragon doesn’t realise how urgent this is?” Mused George. 

Alice was less generous, especially when she thought of her children, and 
she in her heart that they would need to confront Dragon again. 

So, the next day, the two friends trudged back up the hill. 

"You two again!" said Dragon with mock exasperation. "What can I do for 
you this time?" 

"We were hoping you'd had a chance to consider our proposition," said 
Alice forcibly. 

“Because we’ve not seen much improvement," added George. 

"That's strange," replied Dragon, “I've altered my diet and I’ve been 
exercising because I’m told this will help to offset the effluence." 

“Wow!" George whispered to Alice. 

“Guess we'll just have to take his word for it.” She whispered back. 
Dragon bid them farewell, adding "I trust you're enjoying your new 
electric cars. So much better for the environment.” 

"Oh yes sir, thank-you very much,” replied George, a little too grovelling 
for Alice's liking. 
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“Take a look around ifyou want. I have the best dieticians 


and fitness coaches monitoring my activity..” 
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6. ESG # 3 (ELABORATELY STAGED GREENWASHING) 


Two more weeks passed, and again, little seemed to have changed. In fact, 
Alice and George wondered if things were now even worse. More coal 
seemed to consumed, and more soot seemed to be floating back. 

"I'm starting to think he's taking us for fools," said Alice growing angry 
now. George reluctantly agreed so, after knocking back shots of tequila 
they trudged back up the hill for another nerve-wracking meeting. 
"Again?" Dragon exclaimed, this time genuinely irritated. "Listen, I swear 
I'm doing all I can. Take a look around if you don't believe me. I ate a 
vegan sausage only this morning and here’s the empty wrapper - and I’ve 
got top-notch dieticians and fitness coaches monitoring my every move. 
Ask them anything you like." 

Alice and George approached a knot of lab-coated consultants holding 
clipboards. Despite their confident demeanour, Alice thought it strange to 
find them measuring different things, unable to agree on what was 
important. Yet, when Dragon asked them how well he was doing, they all 
enthusiastically applauded his efforts. 

"So there you go!" Dragon declared triumphantly. “You’ve just got to trust 
me on this. After all, the toxic fumes I produce are just as dangerous to me 
as they are to you, so it's in my interest to Just Stop Farts!” he chuckled, 
amused by his own joke. "And remember, only a healthy Dragon can save 
you from whatever else is out there.” 

The two friends walked home silently. Dragon admitted that if he didn’t 
change his way he’d be killing himself. So why would he lie? It was a 


puzzle they couldn’t yet solve. 
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“Maybe we’re thinking about this all wrong, ” said Alice 


THE DRAGON AND THE HUMMINGBIRD 


7. DON’T BELIEVE THE HYPE 


Alice and George found themselves back at their usual table in their 
favourite pub, mulling over their most recent encounter with Dragon. 
They’d seen signs of vegan meals and exercise equipment, and the 
consultants seemed to know what they were talking about. But, if all that 
were true, why hadn't Dragon cut back on his fuel consumption and why 
didn’t the air seem cleaner? 

Then, at that moment, something occurred to Alice. She'd had a eureka 
moment! "Maybe we’re thinking about this all wrong," she exclaimed. 
“We assume Dragon wants the same things as we do, but why should he? 
We are humans who care about our families and the planet we live on, but 
Dragon is just a big fat lazy lizard, and the only thing he’s interested in is 
where his next meal is coming from. He just pretends to be our friend 
because that’s how he gets us to feed him." 

"Spot on," said George agreeing with this hypothesis. 

"At best, his promises are conditional; at worst, he’s been gaslighting us” 
concluded Alice. 

Realising that he’s been taken for a ride by Dragon’s cynical behaviour 
George suddenly felt incensed, and shouted loudly "So, the lesson is: 
NEVER TRUST A DRAGON!” Drawing confused stares from the rest of 
the bar. Relieved to have at least identified the challenge they were now 
faced with, the two friends finished their drinks and left. 
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THE DRAGON AND THE HUMMINGBIRD 


8. BAD DREAMS (are made of this) 


Trying to figure out what made Dragon tick was exhausting work so 
George lay on his bed, closed his eyes and tried to imagine how it would 
feel to be a cold and indifferent Dragon. Before long, sleep lulled him into 
a disturbing dream... 

In the dream, George strolled briskly and happily to work. As usual, he 
noticed how quiet it was without the birds singing, but he didn't care 
because he couldn’t wait to start his day. He greeted the friendly guard at 
the factory gate before walking up to his locker and slipping into his 
overalls. Next, he marched to the centre of the massive hangar and 
clambered into the harness hanging from the ceiling. 

With a thumbs-up, he signalled to the hoist operator, and gears whirred 
into action, lifting him high into the air, before assistants pulled him 
towards the colossal body of a headless dragon. When he was hanging 
directly over it, George gave another thumbs-up, and the gears lowered 
him slowly into the dragon’s "cockpit." The dragon's massive head was 
then drawn over him, and George felt a shiver of excitement. 

George looked about the dashboard and flipped a switch which caused the 
monster to lurch into life, a second switch triggered a blast of fire from its 
mouth and third caused a deafening roar which made his assistants cover 
their ears. George felt a delicious rush of adrenaline as he pulled a final 


lever, and the monster stumbled outside and into the smoggy sunlight. 
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THE DRAGON AND THE HUMMINGBIRD 


9. FEVER! 


George jolted awake, drenched in sweat, his heart pounding in his chest. 
The dream had seemed so real and he couldn’t shake off the unsettling 
feeling that he’d actually enjoyed himself. He was also worried that, had 
he met any small, insignificant people like Alice outside the factory gates 
he might not have cared what he’d done to them. 

It was a weird mix of the familiar and the foreign, a sort of déja vu playing 
tricks on him. He found himself remembering the time he’d fired a 
powerful handgun at a rifle range. It had given him a similarly thrilling 
feeling of power which almost allowed him to understand why gun owners 
were so opposed to gun laws, even if it meant the occasional school 
shooting. He didn’t want to admit it, even to himself, but being inside the 
dragon it was hard to deny that thrill of unlimited power. 

But then he remembered he was seeing Alice later to discuss how they 
could make Dragon change his ways and he wondered whether to tell her 
about the dream. He wasn’t sure what to do, but in the end decided that 
some things were just better left unsaid, especially where dragons were 


concerned. 
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Sitting in the bar, Alice could see that something was troubling George 


THE DRAGON AND THE HUMMINGBIRD 


10. HOW TO (RES)TRAIN A DRAGON 


As they sat in the bar Alice could see that something was troubling 
George. She assumed he simply felt defeated, given their recent lack of 
progress with Dragon. He seemed unreachable, was constantly breaking 
his promises and it was beginning to look as though he was just taking 
them for fools. 

In reality, George was thinking about something much more personal: He 
kept reliving the dream he’d had the night before and the intoxicating rush 
of power he’d felt. He was ashamed to admit it but he knew he envied the 
dragon's power and strength. 

So when Alice asked George what they might do next he was lost for 
words and just looked back at her with a blank expression on his face. 
Annoyed, Alice shook him, asking if he was paying attention and when 
that didn’t work she reached inside her bag and pulled out a photo of her 
kids, to remind him of who they were fighting for. This snapped George’s 
attention back into the room. 

As George cleared his mind, he suddenly understood what to do. He’d 
seen the world through Dragon’s eyes and he now realised that trying to 
reason with an addict was pointless because an addict isn't rational. 


“So how do we persuade an addict to change their ways?" Asked Alice. 
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“Take a seat, Dragon,” said Alice, “and listen carefully.” 


THE DRAGON AND THE HUMMINGBIRD 


11. THE DRUGS DON’T WORK 


Alice walked up to Dragon and forcefully said, "Take a seat.” Dragon was 
surprised by Alice's boldness, so out of curiosity, he thought he’d sit down 
and see what happened next. 

"We can't make you keep your promises,” said George, no longer 
sounding like a timorous employee. "We can't MAKE you do anything; 
you’re too powerful for that. But it seems to us that you’re more interested 
in hanging on to power than you are to staying alive.” 

“Kall yourself if you like,’ said Alice, picking up the theme, “But it isn't 
fair of you to kill us too. So we're begging you to listen.” 

Dragon was impressed. There was something admirable about these puny 
humans and how they were willing to stand up to him. This, in turn, 
prompted him to think about their pretty little planet and what a shame it 
would be to destroy it. 

George drove home the point: “So, if you care about saving us, and saving 
yourself as a bonus, you’re going to have to admit you've got a problem.” 
“You've got to face up to the fact that you’re addicted to power." Added 
Alice bluntly. 

And, just then, a tiny miracle occurred. For the first time in his life, 
Dragon caught a glimpse of himself as others saw him and this was a 
deeply depressing image. He was shocked and, for a moment, he stopped 
trying to justify himself. For a split second, he found himself empathising 


with their seemingly hopeless situation. 
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12. TRIED TO MAKE HIM GO TO 
REHAB 


“So heres what you’re going to have to do.” Said Alice forcefully. If 


you're willing to take this first step," she continued, ’you might discover 


that Power isn't all that great after all.” 


“And it doesn’t make you happy.” Added George. 


Dragon sensed that what they were saying had a ring of truth about it. 


"So, what are these steps?" he inquired now genuinely curious. 


To answer him, George unrolled a long scroll he'd been holding under his 


arm and read it out aloud. 
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12. 


First up, admit you're hooked on Power, and stop making excuses. 
Second, realise you can't tackle this alone. 

Thirdly, ask for support from people like us. 

Then, be brutally honest with yourself and own up to your flaws. 
Share your faults with others, even if that feels tough. 

Next, dig deeper and uncover more faults. 

Seek assistance from others to pinpoint these faults. 
Acknowledge the people you've hurt due to your addiction. 


Take steps to make amends and compensate them. 


. Keep uncovering more faults (there's always more). 


And don't hesitate to seek ongoing support. 
Lastly, pay it forward by aiding other addicts. 


*Other addiction programs are available 


36 


A \ 
} \ aN 


Perhaps they could build him a rocket, and Dragon could start all over again on Mars 
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13. HOOKED ON A FEELING 


Obviously, this was not what Dragon had expected when he'd opened his 
door that morning. In fact, he doubted anyone would have expected a plot 
twist like this in a children's story! But, as Dragon reflected on what these 
people were saying, he knew they were speaking the truth. He just hadn’t 
wanted to hear it. 

Maybe he wasn't all-powerful after all. If he ever entertained that thought, 
he'd realise he just craved power because he was weak and simply being 
himself was not enough. 

Dragon could see he was at a crossroads: either change his ways and enjoy 
life, or stick to his guns and face a squalid and pointless end. 

For a power-addicted dragon, it was a tough call. A life without power 
sounded very boring. I mean, who ever heard of a ‘clean’ dragon? So, 
Dragon weighed up his options. 

First, he thought about simply ignoring the humans. Perhaps they were 
wrong? But when he considered the evidence stacked against him, he 
knew, deep down, they were right. Next, he wondered if his scientists 
could maybe filter his farts so they were no longer dangerous. But he 
knew such technology would take too long to build, so this too was a non- 
starter. Finally, he considered building a space rocket and blasting off to 
Mars, leaving the mess he’s made behind. But even he could see only a 
total moron would consider such a thing. 

So, after considering his position, he decided the humans were probably 
right and if he didn’t want to kill himself he should probably take their 


advice. He was hooked on power, and it was time to face the music. 
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Dragon stumbled outside, confused 
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14. EXIT THE DRAGON 


So, you probably thought this was already a strange story, but hang on, 
because here’s where it gets really weird. With all this new information 
Dragon began to feel confused and disorientated so he stepped outside for 
some fresh air and, as he did so, he noticed for the first time that it wasn’t 
‘fresh’ at all but full or soot and fumes. He looked around at the exhausted 
people trudging home after a long day at work and he could see they were 
afraid of him, but they also looked at him with contempt. It was as if they 
knew that, inside him, he lacked a soul. 

Feeling hot and uncomfortable Dragon scratched at his scaly skin until 
something strange started to happen: one of his claws had snagged a 
thread which, in turn, pulled apart the seam that held his armour plates 
together, and, slowly, his dragon suit began to split and fall apart. 

Light from somewhere outside was now streaming in making his eyes hurt 
and, after a few more scratches, the Dragon's head fell backwards, 
revealing the sky above and George suddenly realised he was sitting high 
above the ground in what remained of the dragon suit. 

"But I thought this was just a dream," he muttered as he scrambled down 
the now lifeless tail to where a small crowd had gathered to stare at him. 
They first looked at the dragon and then at George, and then at the dragon 
again, unable to decide which was which. But gradually they understood 
that a dragon has four legs and that George had two, and therefore George 
was ho monster, but just a human like them. 

George pushed through this docile knot and took off down the street as 


fast as he could run towards a neighbourhood he thought he recognised. 
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George climbed down the spiked tail of the now inanimate Dragon 
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15. COLD TURKEY 


"George!" Yelled Alice, running up to him. “I've been looking all over for 
you. Did you hear the news? The Dragon has gone!” 

Alice placed her arm around George's shoulder and steered him to the bar. 
“Dragon is going to need some serious help after our therapy session," she 
laughed, triumphantly. "It'll be a shock for him at first. I mean, two 
hundred years of addiction won’t be easy to shake off, but if he keeps in 
mind what the alternative is he'll see that life can be so much better now." 
George, still feeling a little nervous, asked, "But will he?" 

Alice reassured him, "Well, living in an ivory tower, cut off from the real 
world might feed your ego, but it’s a pretty soulless existence.” 

George knew all about that so he nodded in agreement. 

"But won’t it be dangerous?" He asked still trying to understand how his 
crazy dream had come true. “If Dragon stops growing won't it kill us?" 
Alice brushed this off with a chuckle, saying, "Nah, that's just a scare story 
he used to control us. Name me one example of a species that can only 
survive if it keeps growing? Nature looks for equilibrium and balance so 
why should a Dragon be any different?” 

George agreed and wondered why he’d never thought about that before. 
“Dragon was never satisfied and that’s why he was never happy.” Said 
Alice. “The secret to happiness is appreciating what you’ve already got.” 
Reflecting on this, George added “It’s like my mum always said - don't 
take things for granted and live within your means." 

“So true," agreed Alice. "Too bad nobody told the Dragon." 


42 


~ 
>, 


oo 


Y ee 
/ ag fata 


“And what if I told you that you'll love your work because you’re doing more of what you love ?” 
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16. DON’T STOP BELIEVING 


Alice took a big gulp of her beer, as she mulled over what had happened to 
Dragon. "You know, there’s one last reason Dragon was so powerful." 
"What's that?" asked George nervously, hoping Alice hadn't seen through 
to his personal dragon hidden underneath. 

“He kept us all working for him by appealing to our selfish nature.” 

At this, George shifted uncomfortably. 

"Something hit me when you were reading him our ultimatum," she said, 
"I thought I could see a sort of human trapped inside him, albeit a 
misshapen and warped version of a human.” 

George panicked. Was Alice onto him? "Really?" he asked uneasily. 
"Yeah," Alice affirmed. "I realised Dragon is just a manifestation of our 
greed. He’s a product of our own selfishness." 

George saw those similarities too and felt ashamed. 

"Well," Alice interrupted his thoughts, “He’s gone now and we’ve finally 
broken the spell.” 


Alice raised her glass in celebration. 
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“Call it enlightened self-interest if you like, but there’s still a chance we can save our skins” 
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17. (PICKING UP) GOOD VIBRATIONS 


“Cheers to that," George agreed, still feeling like a fraud. He could still 
remember the thrill he’d felt inside the dragon suit, so he asked, "But 
won't folks still want to buy fancy cars and exotic holidays?" 

"Maybe," Alice nodded, "But will we still want new cars if we’re no 
longer keeping up with the Joneses? Especially if we know we’ll have a 
better chance of surviving the next 50 years?” 

“That’s true.” Agreed George, turning this idea carefully over in his head. 
"New cars aren’t really all that important when the planet’s at stake, not to 
mention our children’s futures.” Alice added. 

"Well, when you put it like that..." George agreed. 

"And think about all the perks of a Dragon-free world.’ She continued. “If 
you’re not constantly having to feed him you’ll have more time for your 
kids and hobbies and golf handicap,” 

“T love it!" George now nodding emphatically. 

"And instead of buying cheap crap that ends up in landfills we'll be 
making quality stuff from sustainable sources, and feeling the satisfaction 
of a job well done. That's what we can expect now Dragon isn’t breathing 
down our necks 24/7." 

George was sold on this idea, and he felt excited about the possibilities 
ahead. 
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18. HERE’S TO LIFE 


As George listened to these exciting new ideas, he realised he had to come 
clean with Alice. "Alice, I've got something to tell you," he said nervously. 
"Two nights ago, I had a terrible dream: I was inside Dragon, seeing the 
world through his eyes and that’s how I realised he was addicted to power, 
and that we needed to treat his addiction." 

"Interesting," said Alice leaning in, and urging him to continue. 

"I kept it from you because I felt ashamed," George confessed. Alice just 
nodded sympathetically. 

"After we gave Dragon our ultimatum, I just couldn't handle my 
hypocrisy,” George explained. 

"I sort of figured that," Alice replied calmly, relieved to hear his 
confession. "I knew you were reluctant to challenge Dragon, because, in a 
way, you admired him. You wanted the sort of control over your life that 
you believed he had over his. But although he had all that power and he 
could buy whatever he wanted he never seemed happy, and you never 
seemed happy either. A week after buying your latest car, you were already 
thinking about the next one.” 

George nodded sadly in agreement. 

“What’s more, you knew it was killing the planet but you still couldn't 
kick the habit!” 
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“T know, I know.” Agreed George, sobbing a little. 

“Don’t be too hard on yourself,” consoled Alice kindly, “we’re all like that 
sometimes.” 

"Some more than others," acknowledged George grateful for Alice's 
understanding. “But I tell you what,” he continued, “If you ever catch me 
looking at new car brochures or staring in a showroom window remind me 
I'm an idiot." 

“T will.” agreed Alice, laughing, “But, chin up," she said, "now that 
Dragon has gone, life is gonna get a whole lot better around here." 

The two friends clinked their glasses. 

"Cheers to that!" Replied George with a smile. 


THE END 


While you’ve been reading this silly story, you might have been 
wondering how these ideas could possibly stack up in the real world. If 
that’s the case, then take a look the second part of the book. (After all, it’s 
in your hand already, so you may as well:-) 

In it I explore these ideas in more detail while throwing in a few jokes, 


some of which I thought were funny. 
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Part Two: THE HUMMINGBIRD 


- an Explainer 


THE DRAGON AND THE HUMMINGBIRD 


1: The Wrap Party - WHAT’S 
GOING ON? 


1.1: “And......Cut!” 


... Thats a wrap!" Yelled the Director with a mixture of triumph and 
relief, ending the shooting for the day and the final scene of the movie. 
The previously silent ‘pub’ suddenly burst into life as 'Alice' and 'George' 
relaxed, set aside their prop glasses and shared a heartfelt hug across the 
table. 

The sound engineer lowered the boom, the cameraman took her eye from 
the viewfinder, and the grip put down the reflective sheet she’d been using 
to light the actors' faces. Four months of hard work had come to an end, 


and everyone was a little euphoric. 
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"Great job, everyone!" Continued the Director, clapping his hands while 
walking towards the actors. "I'm looking forward to having a drink tonight 
without that fucking dragon on my mind." 

Alice and George were used to the Director swearing. He did it a lot. 
"Absolutely!" exclaimed the actor who'd been playing Alice. "I won't be 
thinking about the evils of capitalism for at least the next two weeks." 
"Why's that?" asked the 40-something actor who'd been playing George, 
finally free from the difficult northern English accent he'd been wrestling 
with throughout the shoot. 

"Well," explained Alice, "in the first week of November, I'm giving a 
speech at the Just Stop Oil rally in Trafalgar Square." 

"No rest for the woke-ed,” chuckled the Director, patting her on the back, 
while anticipating he'd be in the crowd that night to hear her speak. 
'George' felt a little left out of this conversation, his handsome, earnest 
face seen in so many leading roles in Hollywood blockbusters, but here 
playing against type. 

He'd taken the male lead in this movie, quietly hoping for an Oscar or at 
least a BAFTA for his sympathetic portrayal of the conflicted middle 
manager. It was a unique blend of kitchen-sink drama and CGI-fest, and if 
it helped raise awareness of the climate crisis, all the better for the planet 
and his career. 

White plastic cups were distributed, Prosecco was opened, and the 
extended crew gathered to celebrate the end of the shoot. 

Half an hour and several bottles later, the crew returned to dismantle the 
set while the Director and his two leads continued to reflect on their 
completed work. They’d grappled with a complex script, which, together 


with the challenge of working with an imaginary dragon, had created some 
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difficult moments. But now it was over, they sensed it was both a job well 
done and worth doing. 

There was a lull in the conversation, and Alice saw this as a moment to 
check her watch. She'd promised her husband she'd be home by 7 o0’clock 
to put her little ones to bed, and she'd been looking for a moment to 
respectfully say her goodbyes. This she did with a kiss on each cheek for 
George and a huge and friendly hug from the Director, with whom she was 
bound to be working again soon. 

George could see the Director was in a relaxed and approachable mood, so 
this was surely the moment he'd been waiting for to ask what had been on 
his mind since he'd first read the part. Up to now, he'd avoided asking it 
for fear of looking superficial. Yet through all that subsequent time and 
even during the shoot, he hadn't found an appropriate moment to ask the 
question. After all, the Director had a famously short temper and was well- 
known for directness, so George had no wish to get in his line of fire. And 
what if the gossip columnists had got hold of it? He could see the 
headlines now: ACTION HERO REALLY IS AS DUMB AS HE LOOKS. 
So, he’d kept his own counsel and hoped his acting would carry him 
through. 

“So, how are you feeling? Are you satisfied with how it’s turned out?" he 
asked the Director tentatively, finally slipping out of character and 
returning to his easy Californian drawl. "Did you get what you wanted?" 
The Director looked at George and warmly patted his shoulder. "Yes, I'm 
very satisfied, thank you. And you were outstanding." 

"Great!" George replied, relieved. "I should have asked you this earlier, 


but what was it all about?" 
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Somewhat taken aback, the Director took a swig from his cup and, 
genuinely puzzled, asked. "What do you mean?” He had no idea the movie 
they'd just wrapped had gone completely over George's head. 

George took a deep breath, realising he’d now have to own his ignorance. 
The Director was a short stocky figure, with a strong Scottish accent. 
George reckoned he must now be in his early 70s, and over his long 
career, he’d developed a reputation for being difficult, standing up the 
studios for better pay for his technicians and marching in solidarity on the 
Iraq war, anti-Trump demos and, more recently, Gaza. So little wonder 
George found him somewhat intimidating. Moreover, George and the 
Director had discussed the script every day for the past six weeks and met 
on set for a solid month to shoot it. So, for George to now admit he hadn't 
grasped the underlying message of the movie was frankly terrifying. 

For a moment, the Director was unsure how to respond, but instead of 
anger, a depressing sense of defeat came over him. He’d always known 
that George wasn't the sharpest tool in Hollywood, but it wasn't George’s 
fault he hadn't understood the message. Instead, the Director just felt 
sympathetic, realising that his own failure to convey the story's meaning to 
this actor, who'd been paid almost a million dollars to appear in the role, 
more accurately reflected his own shortcomings as a storyteller. 

"We're doomed," muttered the Director to himself as he gazed into 
George's sincere, puppy-dog eyes. If he couldn’t convince George about 
climate change and motivate him to act on what he’d learned, then how 
could he expect paying moviegoers to do the same? He wouldn't blame the 
audience if they'd stood up and left the movie halfway through, marched 
back to the ticket office and asked for their money back. 

The Director's goal had always been to reach a mainstream audience 


caught between a rock and a hard place; the ‘rock’ being a growing 


bys) 


THE DRAGON AND THE HUMMINGBIRD 


awareness that the world is teetering on the brink of disaster and the ‘hard 
place’ of knowing that busy working people can’t just throw in their jobs 
and join Extinction Rebellion. He also believed the answers weren’t going 
to come from massive government interventions, but rather from a billion 
individual commitments made by society at large. His mission, therefore, 
was to make every George in the world understand what they could do to 
help. So, the Director filled two large plastic cups with bubbly, mentally 
rolled up his sleeves, took a deep breath, and began to explain his story 
from the top. 

"Take a seat," he said, motioning George towards a canvas chair. "We have 


much to discuss.” 


1.2: Comfortably Numb 


"Okay, first things first,” began the Director with renewed resolve, “hand 
me that script over there on the table.” 

George handed the Director the dog-eared, annotated script he’d been 
poring over between takes for the past four weeks. 

The Director retrieved a stubby pencil he habitually tucked behind his ear 


and began to draw a curve like this: 


56 


Gramskii 


"Oh, Oh! I know what this is!" Exclatmed George, pleased with himself. 
"It's a boa constrictor eating an elephant!" 

"What are you talking about?” asked the Director, somewhat bemused, 
“Tt’s a bell curve! I’m explaining who I was trying to reach when I wrote 
the screenplay,” before returning to his drawing with a look of 
concentration on his face. 

"You see, at the moment, there's a war going on between the small group 
of Eco-Warriors, here on the left. People like Greta Thunberg and her Just 
Stop Oil and Extinction Rebellion friends. They’re like freedom fighters in 
the battle against CO2 which is causing Climate Change. Then, on the 
right here we've got an equally small, but much more powerful group of 
misguided climate-denying Capitalists who are more or less collaborating 


with an enemy that's bent on destroying the planet. 
y ying p 
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"And then there's a lot of ordinary folk in the middle here, who I'm calling 
the Eco-WORRIERS." The Director made sure George understood this 
play on words. Then, pointing to the hump in the middle of the bell curve, 


he continued, "This lot, which probably includes you and me and most of 
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the people we hang out with. You know, nice, middle-class people who 
can see that something bad is happening, but aren’t sure what to do about 
it. We can see there's a battle going on between the Resistance Fighters 
and the Collaborators, but at the minute, we’re still not sure whose side 


we’re on. So we just sit on the fence.” 


The fhepeasus' 


“So climate change /n-Activists then!” quipped George, “This reminds me 
of Star Wars, you know, the Rebel Alliance versus the Galactic Republic.” 
(Whenever possible, George would find a popular movie to illustrate his 
point.) 

“You’re not far wrong,” smiled the Director approvingly. "But this isn't ‘A 
long time ago in a galaxy far, far away’, this is right here on Earth, right 
now, and our planet is about to be destroyed by a Death Star, otherwise 
known as Climate Change!” 

“Really?” Asked George, not sure if the Director was being serious. 

“And George, in case you’re wondering if I’m being serious,” responded 


the Director calmly, “I’m being deadly serious.” 
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The Director searched for a way to describe the urgency of the situation in 
a way that George could really grasp it. “You know that bit in Star Wars 
where Luke, Han, Leia and Chewy are being slowly crushed in the trash 
compactor?”! 

“Classic scene,” confirmed George, smiling as he recalled it. “Though I 
think you’re referring to Episode IV— A New Hope Sir.” 


oe 


“Whatever,” conceded the Director, “...the point I’m making is that’s 
where we are right now here on Earth. The walls are closing in and this 
time R2-D2 isn’t going to rescue us. This time, we’re going to have to 
save ourselves, or else be crushed like cockroaches.” 

This stark image wiped the smile off George’s face. 

Pleased to see he’d achieved his goal, the Director continued with his 
exposition. “Sure, right now we might take our reusable bags to the 
supermarket, try to cut down on our plastic bottle usage and look for the 
recyclable icon on the side of yoghurt pots. We might even make sure the 
coffees we use are Fairtrade and our laundry detergent is environmentally 
friendly. And all of this helps us feel we're doing our bit, while. Yet, even 
with this, it’s hard to escape the uncomfortable feeling we ought to be 
doing something far more drastic. But when we think about that, it seems 
so complicated and inconvenient, we just keep our heads down and hope 
this nasty business quietly goes away. All of which makes us, more or less, 
Appeasers.” 

George looked at the scribbles the 
Director was making while he was 
saying all this and mentally agreed he 


probably sat somewhere in the middle 


! That famous Star Wars ‘trash compactor’ scene 
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of that curve, just as the Director was suggesting. 

"The thing is, you see" continued the Director, "it's us ECO-WORRIERS 
who make up 90 per cent of the population. People like teachers and 
doctors and nurses and honest, considerate folk who work in shops and 
factories and people who work from home. Older people and younger 
people. People who work for bosses, but also people who run their own 
businesses. They may even be the middle managers, like your character 
‘George' in the movie, who work for big corporations and drive electric 
cars. Most of the B-Corp brigade? will be in there too, and maybe even a 
few conflicted CEOs of multinationals, not sure how they can get out of a 
job they no longer believe in. 

"And what I want people to understand is that if all of us here in the 
middle actually got our act together and mobilised, we'd have far more 
power than the rest of them put together. If only we knew it, all of us here 
in the middle have the power to stop this climate change crisis dead in its 
tracks, it’s just that we don’t know it yet. Collectively, we have the power 
to change everything, and I mean EVERYTHING.” 

The Director waved his arms in a circle to emphasise this point. 

“We can stop CO2 emissions if we really wanted to, but we don’t because, 
quite frankly, we’re too lazy, so we try not to think about it and wring our 
hands. 

"Don't get me wrong, I have the greatest respect for Greta Thunberg and 
her Extinction Rebellion heroes,” reassured the Director, “The 
Establishment hates her because they know she’s on to them and if she has 


her way, she'll stop them making money. And every time there's an 


2 A B-Corp business has been certified to demonstrate high social and 

environmental performance, has changed its corporate governance structure to be accountable 
to all stakeholders and allow information about their financial performance to be made public 
on B-Lab’s website. https://www.bcorporation.net 
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extreme weather event, like that time New York City turned orange,3 or 
the inferno in Hawaii,4 we suspect she might be right. 

"We might even be prompted to look into what the Just Stop Oil people 
are so concerned about and why they’re willing to take the sort of drastic 
action that will probably put them in jail. But it’s a little bit too 
uncomfortable to think about, so we turn on the telly, find a new Netflix 
boxset to binge on and hope it will all be sorted out by the time they get to 
the third season while reassuring themselves that it’s probably not as bad 
as they're making out. After all, we're all still here, aren’t we? 

“What's more, who’s going to employ us if we take part in Extinction 
Rebellion marches every weekend, having to call our boss on Monday 
morning to explain we're in jail? Who’d feed our kids and pay the 
mortgage? So, best not to think about it and let that sleeping dog snooze a 
bit longer. 

"And we might also console ourselves that none of this could possibly be 
as black and white as the Just Stop Oil fanatics make out. After all, there 
are plenty of intelligent, upstanding citizens on the other side of the 
argument - like the politicians and CEOs of multinational corporations 
who earn a ton of money and have responsible jobs, so they must know 
what they’re talking about. Not to 
mention the investment bankers and 
pension fund managers telling us not to 
worry about extremists like Greta who, 


after all, are probably on the autistic 


spectrum anyway. And then, to seal the 


3 New York City: in 2020, wildfires in Canada turn the city orange. 


4 Hawaii: In August 2023 98 people were killed by smoke, flames or drowning and almost 
3,000 structures were either damaged or destroyed by wildfires. 
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deal, theyll remind us of how much we enjoy fast-food, new cars and 
foreign holidays; all of which would be a thing of the past if we started to 
listen to the extremists. And every time Just Stop Oil blocks a road and 
prevents an ambulance from getting a critically ill patient to hospital, it's a 
great opportunity to remind us that climate protesters are threatening our 
cherished way of life.” 

"Whoa!" Said George, recoiling a little, "That escalated fast!” 


“Hang on a minute George,’ 
George off his thesis. “You might think this is a bit over-the-top, but the 


replied the Director, not wanting to turn 


truth is, I’m only laying out the facts as they stand. Check them yourself if 
you don't believe me. Maybe ten years ago, you could still find scientists 
who were climate change deniers, but now it’s pretty much accepted as 
fact. If there’s anything I’ve said that you disagree with, I’d love to hear it. 
You see, this isn’t a political issue: Actually, the whole point of this movie 
is to show that climate change JSN’T about politics at all. Rather, it’s a 
personal issue for each of us as individuals. I’m not even trying to criticise 
the politicians or the Capitalists; That would be like blaming the rats for 
the black death. Capitalists are just vectors. The people I’m really 
criticising in all of this is ourselves, who are turning a blind eye and 
hoping the problem will just go away. I blame our own complacency and 
wilful ignorance. The solution to climate change lies here in the middle of 
this bell curve, when we start to come to terms with that, we might be able 
to begin to save ourselves.” 

While he was making these points, the Director continued to scribble with 
his stubby pencil. "So what we've got to do, and the point of this movie”, 
he continued, “is to start shifting the narrative like this: The Director 


drew a new curve to demonstrate to George his vision for escaping climate 
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disaster. “When we move this curve we’ll achieve critical mass, and when 


a apites ip easews Col alowactovs 


that happens, we’ll change our future.” 

He now looked George in the eye and said earnestly, “The climate doesn't 
discriminate. It's a disaster that’s coming for all of us, so we’ve ALL got to 
do our bit to stop it. We've ALL got to stop appeasing and start resisting”. 
"What's more, what comes after might turn out to be so much better than 
what we have now... But I’m getting ahead of myself because nothing 
will be possible if we don't stop burning fossil fuels. 

“So, our first move in this war against COz2 is to halt the enemy’s advance 
and maybe even push it back. We need to literally buy some breathing 
space to give ourselves a chance to figure out what to do next and we can't 
afford to wait. If we don’t do something, and quickly, all of this will be 
academic. BECAUSE WE’LL ALL BE DEAD!” 
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As you probably guessed, the Director shouted that last bit for emphasis 
and it made George jump. Seeing this, the Director paused for a moment 
to collect his thoughts and to give George a breather. 

“As I said earlier,” he continued, more calmly now, “I happen to think that 
despite being unbelievably stupid, humans are also incredibly clever when 
we put our minds to it. 

"When Kennedy said We choose to go to the Moon in 1962 he didn't have 
the first clue how he was going to do it. But within eight years, Neil 
Armstrong was hopping around the lunar landscape and Alan Shepard was 
hitting golf balls! 

“People thought Kennedy was crazy to suggest such a thing, but they got 
behind his commitment anyway and the combined weight and willpower 
of the American scientific community lined up to deliver on his promise: It 
just shows what we can do when we pull our fingers out. Since then, 
we’ve managed to land a robot on an asteroid half a billion miles away, 
collect rocks from its surface and bring them back to Earth. So don't tell 
me we can't solve climate change. Compared to gathering asteroid dust, 
sorting out a dysfunctional economic system should be a piece of cake. 
But, unfortunately, there’s a hitch: The question isn’t so much CAN we 
solve the problem, but do we WANT to? Because, right now, our current 
system sees more profit in keeping things just the way they are." 

The Director finished his speech with a satisfied flourish, carefully laying 
the paper down in front of George and calmly pressing it flat. 

"With me so far?" he asked. 

"Yep," replied George, relieved he’d come through this passage of the 
discussion without injury. "I'm a Resistance Fighter, and I'm ready to go to 
war. So where do I sign up?" 


"That's the spirit!" replied the Director. "Let me show you.” 
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1.3. - Apparently, We DID Start The Fire 


"But before I do that," said the Director, a little anti-climatically, "I want 
you to properly understand the problem, because unless we have a clear 
idea of what we’re up against, we'll only address the symptoms and not 
the cause. Does that make sense?" 

"I guess so," replied George, disappointed that he wasn’t going to get an 
easy answer there and then, but nodding in agreement just the same. 

The Director leaned in closer to George, his eyes alight with a sense of 
purpose. "Great, so first off, I'm going to explain why we're so unwilling 
to get off our lazy backsides and do something about it." At this point, the 
Director sprang out of his chair and began walking around the studio, 
hands clasped behind his back, like a professor delivering a lecture to his 
undergraduates. 

"Was it Schopenhauer or Plato who suggested that Jove was the defining 
characteristic of the human species?” asked the Director rhetorically. 
George shrugged his shoulders; he hadn’t heard of either of them, but it 
didn't sound much like something Pluto would say, (after all, he was a 
dog), so he went for the Schopenhauer option. 

"Never mind, it doesn't matter," replied the Director, fearing he might lose 
his audience if he didn't dumb it down. "I think they both said it in one 
form or another and, in my humble opinion, they were both wrong. 
“Anyone who's owned a dog has felt a dog's love. So, no, love is not an 
emotion unique to humans. In fact, I reckon that animals feel a purer form 
of love than most humans anyway, which as far as I can tell, usually boils 
down to vanity, infatuation or insecurity. 

“Love isn't unique to humans, but I'll tell you what is: Hubris. Hubris is 


the thing that really defines us: We’re the only species that thinks we're 
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superior to every other species. In fact, come to think of it, the fact that we 
humans assume we’re the only species that feels love is a perfect example 
of our hubris. But I digress... 

“T'm also sure we're the only species that feels hate, but I'd contend that 
hubris is our defining and unique emotion. Hate will have us kill each 
other, but only hubris will have us kill ourselves." 

“That's a great quote! Who said that?" asked curious George. 

"I did!" replied the Director smugly. At this, the Director fell silent for a 
moment, as if for effect, and then continued dramatically, "But it was 


Dostoevsky who said: 


‘Man, do not pride yourself on your superiority to the animals, for they 
are without sin, while you, with all your greatness, defile the earth and 


leave an ignoble trail behind you.’ 


“And I think it was Hubert Reeves who said: ‘Man is the most insane 
species. He worships an invisible god and destroys visible nature. 
Unaware that the nature he's destroying is the god he worships’ 5. And he 
was right about that too”. 

George was impressed that the Director could seemingly pull quotes from 
thin air and he wondered if he practised them in front of the mirror. 

“Tt wasn't an iceberg that sank the Titanic, George, but the hubris of a 
bunch of Edwardian engineers who thought they’d built an unsinkable 
ship. It would seem the iceberg hadn't got the memo. 

"T first came across hubris when I was at RADA”, continued the Director, 


now dreamily reminiscing, “The Greeks loved it; so many plays where 


5 Hubert Reeves - Canadian astrophysicist and populariser of science 
www.hubertreeves.info 
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humans challenge their gods and get their asses kicked. ‘To those whom 
the Gods wish to destroy, they first make mad’, as Euripides put it. 

This was Greek to George too, but he decided not to interrupt the 
Director’s flow. 

"We seem to have forgotten this. We don't respect nature, George. We've 
been abusing her for the last 200 years, and she's about to deliver some 
payback. We were even warned about it back in the 70s when I first read 
Small is Beautiful.6 E. F. Schumacher told us all about it, and we all 
bought his book, but we just ignored him and kept sleepwalking towards 
the cliff edge, just like we walked into war in 1939. 

“In fact, it occurred to me the other day that the times we’re living through 
now are very similar to the 1930s when Hitler was making a nuisance of 
himself. He was looking for a fight, but instead of standing up to him, 
Britain and France just appeased him, in the hope he’d just go away. So he 
took this as an invitation to rebuild the German army, occupy the 
Rhineland and invade Czechoslovakia. We even 
looked the other way when he turned on the 
Jews, and all because we couldn’t face the idea SCHUMACHER 
of another war. Appeasement never works but SMALL IS BEAUTIFUL 
we’re doing it again, only this time, our enemy 
isn't a testicularly challenged dictator, 7but an 
angry ecosystem looking for payback. And it 
will swat us like a fly if we don’t do something 


about it fast. And the crazy thing is, we're 


already at war! Hawaii, California, Canada and 


6 Small Is Beautiful: A Study of Economics As If People Mattered is a collection of 
essays published in 1973 by German-born British economist E. F. Schumacher. 


7 The notion that Hitler only had one ball is an urban myth, not backed by medical records :-) 
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the Greek Islands have all been firebombed in the last two years, and if we 
don't do something right now, itll soon be raining down fire on the rest of 
us. 

“We ought to be throwing everything we have into a total war effort. Our 
leaders should be mobilising the whole of society, doing the equivalent of 
pulling up our iron railings and melting them down to build tanks and 
donating our pots and pans to be made into Spitfires. We should be 
Digging for Victory and joining the Home Guard. But instead, we sit on 
our arses, turn the TV on to 
something less worrying and 
hope the problem quietly 
goes away. 

“We just aren’t concerned 
enough. But if we're too 

lazy or stupid to do it for 
ourselves, we should at least 
be doing it for our children 
and the magnificent planet 
we live on. It reminds me of 
that First World War 
recruitment poster, on 
display at the Imperial War 
Museum in London called 
Daddy, what did YOU do in 
the Great War?” 8, 

It was designed to make Dautdy, what did YOU do in the Sreat War 


8 Daddy, what did YOU do in the Great War? - \mperial War Museum 
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fathers feel guilty about not joining up - and I think we need something 
similar now. We need to shame people into taking climate change 
seriously because, in 50 years, their children and grandchildren will look 
at the state of the world and rightfully ask their parents What did you do to 
try to stop it? That is, if they are still alive in 50 years, which given the 
way the climate is heading, can’t be taken for granted. 

Surely, if we’re decent human beings with a scintilla of compassion for the 
generations following us, we should be doing everything in our power to 
change what’s going to happen to them if we just do nothing. But what are 
we doing instead? We're sitting in front of our televisions.” 

“T can't even watch the television these days,” confessed George. “I used 
to love all those wildlife programmes, with that Brit guy, David 
Attenborough up to his neck in bat dung." 

“Guano!” Exclaimed the Director, keen to correct him. 

"Gesundheit," replied George in all earnestness, before continuing his 
anecdote, "but then, at the end of the show, Attenborough would tell us 
this or that species was now on the verge of extinction. It made me so sad I 
couldn’t watch them anymore.” 

“That’s exactly what I’m talking about.” Confirmed the Director touched 
by George’s sensitivity, “But I’m getting off the subject... What I wanted 
to say was that when it comes to the Climate War, Poland has already been 
overrun, and it won't be long before Britain has its Dunkirk moment all 
over again, by which time, it’ll all be too late. We’ll be under-prepared, 
out-gunned and on the verge of defeat. Congratulations, you assholes!" 
The Director sat down with a thud, 'Assholes' left hanging in the air. 
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1.4: War: What Is It Good For? 


After this apocalyptic outburst, the Director fell silent, realising he'd 
become overwrought. He took a breath to calm himself down. George sat 
quietly too, looking into his plastic cup, wondering what was coming next. 
"I hate it when I get this upset," said the Director, now more composed, 
"but when I think about what's happening to our beautiful planet, I get so 
fucking angry.” 

"You're right to get angry," said George, supportively. 

"Well, George," replied the Director, "if anyone ought to be angry, it's you. 
As I've said already, it's my generation of Boomers that's created this mess, 
and we've just walked away, leaving you Gen X, Y and Zers to clean up 
after us. If it's not too late, that is." The Director then began to fumble in 
his pocket, looking for his battered old phone with the cracked screen. 
"Take a look at this, and if this doesn't scare the living crap out of you, 
nothing will”. 
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The Director offered George his phone. On the screen was a chart of 
average global temperatures from the last 100 years: 9 

While George examined the chart, the Director explained what he was 
looking at. 

“Last year, the scientists looked at 34,000 climate studies - THIRTY- 
FOUR THOUSAND! — And concluded, as if we didn't know already, that 
we are now Suffering from intense heatwaves, droughts, wildfires, storms 
and floods and that much of this is irreversible. FUN FACT: The past 12 
months were the hottest year in at least two million years. They also say 
the window of opportunity for action to prevent disaster is 'brief and 
closing’. Brief and closing, reiterated the Director for effect. 

"And the heat and the carbon dioxide aren't the worst of it," he continued 
in an increasingly resigned tone, the zombie apocalypse will have nothing 
on what's coming. Before we die of heat exhaustion, there's going to be a 
societal breakdown. Water will be scarce, so we’ll start to fight each other 
for it. There's going to be massive refugee displacement, which means a 
lot more boats coming over the English Channel and a lot more illegals 
climbing over Trump's Wall”. The Director made it clear that he 
disapproved of the word illegal. "Agriculture will fail, food will be 
unaffordable, and energy will only be for the very rich who'll guard it with 
their private militia. 

“So here's the irony: In this wonderful Capitalist world of the near future, 
which the politicians seem so keen to sell us, we won't be buying new cars 
or going on foreign holidays. No, no. We’ll be living in fear and scratching 
for food in the dirt. That, my friend, is the hubris I'm talking about. We’re 


9 Yearly temperature compared to the twentieth-century average (red bars mean warmer 
than average, blue bars mean colder than average) from 1850-2022 and atmospheric carbon 
dioxide amounts (grey line): 1850-1958 from IAC, 1959-2019 from NOAA ESRL. Original 
graph by Dr. Howard Diamond (NOAA ARL), and adapted by NOAA - www.climate.gov 
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just like an ostrich with its head in the sand, and its ass pointing to the sky, 
with a firework sticking out of it, burning like a Roman Candle. Am I 
starting to paint the picture?" 

George nodded and slumped his shoulders, trying hard not to summon that 
particular image. 

"And that's why I made this movie. Because, unless we all do as much as 
we can, not next year, or next month, but RIGHT NOW, we’re all going to 
die a premature and unnecessary death. 

"I know people will think I'm being extremist. They won't want to listen to 
a crazy old man overreacting to something that will never happen, but 
that’s what they said in 1937. Right now there are two big truths people 
are unwilling to confront.” 

"What are they?" asked George curiously 

“First:" replied the Director soberly, "that we are facing an unavoidable 
crisis that will create chaos and anarchy. Second, Capitalism is the single 
cause of this crisis and, to prevent it, we’re going to have to radically 
change how we live our lives. 

“This is what we're unwilling to confront, because it seem so big and 
uncontrollable.” 

‘Jesus!’, was all that George could think of to say, as he quietly mulled 
over the Director's prognosis. 

“And why are we going to let ourselves die?” Continued the Director, now 
on a roll. “Not because we don't know what to do: We know why the 
climate is out of control and we know what’s causing it, so why don’t we 
do something about it?” 

Bewildered, George just shook his head. 

“Because we’re asleep at the wheel AND IT'S TIME WE WOKE UP! “ 
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There was another of those moments of silence as the Director composed 
himself again. 

“And that’s the purpose of my film.” he said calmly. “It’s my attempt to 
wake us up. Woke isn't just about Black Lives Matter or trans-gender 
rights; it’s literally about waking up to what we need to do to stop global 
warming.” 

The Director then said in a slow and determined voice: “WE-NEED-TO- 
WAKE - THE - FUCK - UP!” 

This certainly woke George up. He wasn’t quite sure where this 
conversation was going and the shouting wasn’t really helping. 

Unsure what to say next, the two sat quietly for a moment looking into the 
bottom of their empty plastic cups. 

After perhaps a minute, the Director decided to change the subject: “We’re 
like that frog they put in a pan of hot water.” He said reflectively. 

“We’re eating frog's legs now?" asked George, hoping to lighten the 
mood. 

"Not exactly," laughed the Director, "too garlicky for me; gives me 
heartburn. No, I was thinking more about why artists like us need to use 
our imagination to make the world realise we're being boiled alive. We 
need to wake them up before it's too late.” 

“I understand.” Said George, seeing now how he must support this 
passionate old filmmaking legend in his mission. “We’ve got to shake 
people awake. But what do we tell them once we’ve done that? We can tell 
them they’re in danger, but they’ll then need to know what they can do 
about it. This is the bit that's missing for me. I now understand why you 
made the film and who you made it for, and you've explained how 
we're just snoozing in front of the TV while this crisis slowly kills us. But 


what's the alternative? What do you want me to do about it?” 


73 


THE DRAGON AND THE HUMMINGBIRD 


The Director tried not to look surprised. This was just about the most 
coherent sentence he'd ever heard George put together: a perfect summary 
of the Director's theses so far. George had confronted the danger, agreed 
on its cause, embraced the urgency of the situation and now seemed 
willing to do something about it. 


The Director felt a flicker of optimism. Perhaps there was hope... 
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2: Twickenham To Kew - 
DAZED AND CONFUSED 


2.1: Living In A Material World 


George and the Director had been sitting in the gradually emptying studio 
for over an hour. During this time, various heads had popped around the 
door to say goodnight, some waving a cheery bye! Others, seeing the 
Director in deep conversation with the leading man, deciding it wiser not 
to interrupt. 

The Director drained the last of the cheap champagne and realised he felt a 
little jaded. It was the end of a long day, and he'd put a lot of effort into an 
impassioned speech. But mostly, he was tired because whenever he spoke 
about the imminent climate disaster, he felt drained and depressed. It was a 


horrible thing to have to keep confronting. 
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After perhaps a minute of awkward silence, George, slightly embarrassed 
and a little drunk, thought he'd better break the moment. "So I guess I'll be 
getting a cab." 

Suddenly, returning to the room, the Director picked up on something he'd 
been quietly mulling over. "Have you ever seen those Linklater films, 
George? Before Sunrise and Before Sunset?" 

"And Before Midnight,' replied George, pleased he knew the movies to 
which the Director was referring. "Wonderful, aren't they? Why do you 
ask?" 

"I like them too," agreed the Director. "So, instead of taking a cab, why 
don't we walk back along the river to your hotel. You're at Battersea Power 
Station aren’t you?" 

"That's right," confirmed George. 

"Great, and while I appreciate I’m no Julie Delpy, you’d make an excellent 
stand-in for Ethan Hawke, and we could walk and talk, get some fresh air, 
a little exercise and shake off the booze. This way, I get to tell you the rest 
of my Dragon story, because I've really only scratched the surface. What 
d'ya think?" 

"Of course!" replied George enthusiastically. "That sounds like a great 
idea," He was genuinely relieved because he still didn't have the answers 
he was looking for, and he felt privileged to be finally spending quality 


time with the great auteur. 


|! BEFORE MIDNIGHT - 2013 - Jesse (Ethan Hawke) and Céline (Julie Delpy) first met in 
their twenties in BEFORE SUNRISE; reunited in their thitties in BEFORE SUNSET; and, 
now, in director Richard Linklater’s BEFORE MIDNIGHT, the couple are on a writer’s 
retreat in Greece, but their idyllic night turns to discussions of what the future holds for them. 
www.sonypictures.com 
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"Grab your coat then," said the Director, cheerily throwing his own jacket 
over his shoulder while walking towards the back of the set, patting the 
backs of the few remaining technicians on his way out. 

The cold air hit their faces as they stepped into the dark. After the heat of 
the studio and the glow of the alcohol, they could feel the autumn 
dampness being drawn into their lungs. They both pulled their collars over 
the back of their necks in classic Hollywood style. 

"You see," said the Director, ready now to resume his dissertation, “We are 
living in a sort of dream and, right now, we're sleepwalking towards a cliff 
edge. It's as if we've been given sleeping pills but, spoiler alert, we’ve 
been only too happy to swallow them. Aldus Huxley had a similar idea in 
his Brave New World; only he called his sleeping pills Soma.? 

"In this collective dream, we're driving new cars and flying first class to 
exotic destinations, while our kids happily play in our well-kept gardens 
while we tell our friends how successful we are. But it isn't real. It's just a 
dream we keep repeating in our heads. 

"We believe that when we finally buy these things, we'll at last be happy 
and our friends will envy us because, after all, that's what the advertising 
has been promising us.” 

George looked at the Director from the corner of his eye to check he was 
being serious. 

"I know it sounds like the plot of The Matrix, but I can assure you this 


dream isn't a million miles from what's really happening in our actual 


2 In Aldous Huxley's 1932 book Brave New World, Soma is as an hallucinogenic substance 
provided by the government that causes euphoria, relaxation and escape from reality. It is used 
to distract from feelings of dissatisfaction while suppressing individuality and critical thinking. 
- www.huxley.net 
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lives. Marx called it Commodity Fetishism3. Mark Fisher called it 
Capitalist Realism*. 1 think that's why The Matrix was so popular: 
because, on some level, people know there’s an element of truth to it. 

The Director noticed George was still looking sceptical. "From the look on 
your face, you're probably thinking I'm a conspiracy theorist, and in a 
minute, I'm going to convince you the moon landings were faked and 
Donald Trump won the 2020 election. But, in a way, what I'm actually 
saying is even more outlandish than that because, unlike in The Matrix, 
this isn't science fiction. I honestly think we've chosen to stay asleep and 
enjoy our consumer dreams rather than wake up and face the truth." 
"Come on, Sir, are you being serious? Are you telling me we'd rather die 
than face the facts?" George wasn't buying it. 

"Yes, George, that's exactly what I'm saying. Remember the Dragon and 
how you had to show him he was an addict and needed therapy?" 

George nodded, recalling that scene. 

"Well, the same thing's happen in real life — and it's going to take a lot for 
me to make you realise you’re an addict." 

"I'm going to need some convincing." Confirmed George. "It sounds like 
the screenplay of every bad dystopian movie I've appeared in over the past 
ten years!" He continued, charmingly self-deprecating. 

"I know," replied the Director. “It always does. And the deck is stacked 


against me. So this is what I'm going to do: First, I'm going to explain the 


3 Commodity Fetishism - Marx argued that in capitalist societies, commodities become 
imbued with social power and significance and that we often fetishise commodities, valuing 
them for what they represent in terms of status rather than the labor that went into making 
them. www.marxists.org 


4 Capitalist Realism: Is There No Alternative? Fisher argues that capitalism has permeated 


every aspect of modern life, shaping not only economic structures but also our culture, 
politics, and even our sense of self. - k-punk.abstractdynamics.org 
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problem: SPOILER ALERT, It's Capitalism stupid. Then I'm going to take 
Capitalism off its pedestal and walk you through its less-than-stellar 
history, and then I'm going to show you just what an out-of-control 
monster it's become. And finally, if you're still awake, or you haven't 
thrown me in the river, I'll offer a few ideas as to how to save the world”. 

"Holy Cow! That sounds like a lot of information!" thought George. "I 
hope I can take it all in." But what actually came out of his mouth was, 
"Super interesting! Can't wait!" While enthusiastically clapping his hands 


12 


together. "Let's get to it 


2.2: Working for the Man 


"OK," said the Director, buoyed by George's continued enthusiasm, and 
pulling his scarf under his chin to keep out the increasingly chilly night. "I 
think we can safely say that Capitalism has been the predominant driver of 
world affairs for the past 200 years. It's bigger than me and you and it's 
bigger than individual countries. It’s even bigger than religion. I suppose 
you could argue that China or Russia aren't Capitalist systems, but you'd 
be wrong. Russia is a kleptocracy of rampant corruption which, you might 
argue, is the logical end state of any capitalist system. As for China, well, 
it may still be run by the Chinese Communist Party, but that's in name 
only. The reality is that it only became the world's second-largest economy 
when it started CHASING MONEY" 

The Director emphasised the final two words of this sentence with relish. 
"This is hardly contentious. There's an army of right-wing economists and 
politicians who would be proud of everything I've just said. They'd also 
argue that Capitalism is behind the increase in life expectancy and the 


provision of education and maybe even a lifting of people out of poverty. 
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The fact is, while this might all be true, we'll never know how things 
might have turned out if we'd taken a different path. 

"So I hope you can see that our little movie isn't a polemic against 
Capitalism. This isn't an ideological rant. It's not even political. I'm not 
anti-anything, apart from maybe being anti-mass-extinction. And unless 
there's a massive shift away from free-market capitalism in the very near 
future, that's what we can expect. This is important to emphasise because, 
when it comes to criticising Capitalism, people get defensive very quickly 
and, if we do that, we won't get anywhere. Sure, I might be rude about the 
really dangerous Capitalists that run our daily lives. They're a specialist 
group I call the GRiFTers, and there's a reason I’ve given them that name 
which Ill explain later, but even blaming these GRiFTers is a pointless 
exercise because they're really only a product of the system that’s killing 
us, So it's pointless blaming them. I might agree with Marx about certain 
things, but that doesn't make me a mad Marxist. I’m not motivated to 
bring about the end of Capitalism. I’m not into the class struggle, I’m just 
a human being, that's deeply motivated by the idea of not dying too soon. 
Marx saw the need for class war but I disagree. I mean, why go to the 
trouble of killing each other when the climate is going to do the job for us? 
The climate doesn't discriminate you see. It’s as happy to kill the rich just 
as much as the poor, so it's important we all have a good think about this 
and see the futility of turning this into a political argument. 

“Perhaps, at one time, the GRiFTers could make an argument for the 


inequalities and injustices of the Capitalist system. If you’re lucky enough 


5 Marx believed class struggle was a driving force behind historical change, that would 
ultimately lead to the overthrow of capitalism and the establishment of a classless society, 
where the means of production are collectively owned and controlled by the workers. Various 
forms of class struggle included the setting up of unions, strikes and political movements 
aimed at challenging the system that perpetuates inequality. www.socialistalternative.org 
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to be middle class and living in a Western, first-world country perhaps a 
little inequality is a price worth paying for improvements in living 
standards and life expectancy: Enter them in the asset column of the global 
balance sheet. But the benefits of Capitalism have probably reached their 
limits when you look at the debit column and see an item in red labelled 
Mass Extinction Event. 

It's funny: Lenin thought the middle class bourgeoisie’, would die at the 
hands of the bolsheviks®, when actually, we ended up being swotted like an 
irritating housefly by an ecosystem that’s had enough of our arrogance. 
Who knew Marxism and climate change had so much in common?” 

“That reminds me of something.” Said George, searching through his 
somewhat addled memory banks like a librarian flicking through a 
Rolodex. 

The Director waited patiently. He could almost hear the cogs turning in 
George’s brain. 

“That’s it!” Said George eventually, “It’s like that Aesop's Fable I was 
taught in kindergarten, when the North Wind and the Sun bet on which can 
force a man to take off his coat.” 

“Really?" Asked the Director, genuinely intrigued. “How so?” 

“Well,” began George, trying hard to recount the story accurately. “The 


North Wind and the Sun were arguing about who was stronger. So they 


6 There have been five unusually mass extinction events in Earth’s history. A growing 
number of scientists note that Earth is in the midst of a sixth, driven by human activities— 
www.britannica.com 


7 The Bourgeotsie refers to the capitalist class in Marxist theory, comprising individuals who 
own and control the means of production, such as factories, businesses, and land. 


8 The term Bolshevik means "majority" in Russian. During the Russian Revolution the 


Bolsheviks advocated for the overthrow of the capitalist system and the establishment of a 
socialist state led by the working class. 
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agreed to see which one of them would be the first to get a man, who just 
happened to be passing by, to take off his coat. The Wind tried first by 
blowing a gale, but this only made the man wrap his coat around him even 
tighter. Then it was the Sun’s turn and when his sunshine warmed the man 
up he quickly took off his coat and went to sleep under a tree.” George 
finished his story with a little bow. 

“So are you saying that the unusual weather we get these days will 
persuade us to change our ways?” Asked the Director, still somewhat 
bemused. 

“Well, I guess so,” agreed George sounding a little uncertain, “But what it 
really made me think is that The North Wind is like Communism that 
wants to remove the coat through force, while the Sun gets the man to take 
off his coat because it’s what he wants to do. I always thought the moral to 
that fable is that persuasion is more effective than violence.” 

The Director was stunned. George seemed to have a way of reducing 
complex ideas into something a child could understand. 

“That’s exactly right!” Cheered the Director, patting George on the 
shoulder. We aren’t trying to start a violent revolution. We just need people 
to see that a much more agreeable future is waiting for us if we were 
willing to take a look. The problem is, how do we get people to see?” 
George shrugged and shook his head a little. 

"You see,” continued the Director, hoping to persuade George that the 
ideas he was offering were not to be feared, but to be embraced. 
"Capitalism is a sort of social operating system, in the same way that 
Microsoft Windows is a computer operating system. One determines how a 
computer works while the other determines how society works. 

"Come to think of it, this is a pretty good analogy on several levels,” said 
the Director, thinking aloud. "Because, like Microsoft Windows, which 
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runs on about 80% of the world's PCs, Capitalism might be the world’s 
dominant economic system but that doesn’t necessarily mean isn't the best. 
"For a long time, Windows was just one of many operating systems you 
could choose from to power our PCs. It wasn't necessarily the best, but 
over the years it proved to be the most politically astute, ruthless and 
business savvy, cutting the best deals with retailers, shutting out or buying 
up the competition, pinching the better ideas from other operators like 
Apple and of course, spending shitloads of money on advertising. As a 
result it eventually came to dominate the market even though, in lots of 
ways, it wasn't actually the best system. 

It’s the same reason we're still dependent on fossil fuels when we could 
have transitioned to cleaner, renewable energy decades ago. But that didn't 
happen because the GRiF Ter oil and gas companies, which had infinitely 
more money than these little green energy developers, simply shut them 
down and thwarted them. They maybe even bought them out and 
mothballed them despite knowing this would be bad for the planet and the 
likelihood of mankind’s survival. A little bit of climate change wasn’t 
going to stop the legacy energy firms from maximising their profits. I can 
assure you, George, I am not exaggerating or making any of this shit up." 
In the face of this onslaught, George thought it best to just keep his mouth 
shut and keep walking, though he did think a few PowerPoint slides might 
have helped. 

"And, just like Microsoft Windows," continued the Director, "Capitalism 
was designed for a world that's very different to the one we live in now. 
The internet hadn't been invented when Bill Gates was developing 
Windows and he might not have said that 640K (of computer RAM) ought 
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to be enough for anybody’, but things were very different in the early 
1980’s when personal computers were just starting to find their way into 
peoples homes. We're now on the threshold of quantum computers, and 
Bill can be forgiven for not anticipating that 50 years ago. 

"Capitalism is now in a very similar situation. It might have served us well 
enough back in Victorian times before computers and the internet, but 
we're facing very different challenges now and it’s no longer fit for 
purpose. Yet, just like Microsoft Windows, Capitalism marches on, beyond 
reproach and above criticism, which wouldn't be so bad if we were still 
just talking about obsolete computer software. If that were the case, we 
could probably live with a laptop that takes ten minutes to boot up. But 
with free-market Capitalism running the show, we all end up being boiled 
alive!” 

George let out a sigh, as if deflated by the enormity of the problems being 
described to him and he’d ben wondering for some time whether it might 
have been better to catch that cab back to his hotel. But instead he was 
trapped, walking along a narrow towpath with a diminutive but highly 
animated and slightly intimidating Scotsman, so there was nowhere to 
hide. 


2.3: Don’t Look Back In Anger 


The Director noticed that George now looked a little browbeaten, so he 


changed his tone to something more upbeat. "But, like I said before, we 


9 During the early development of computers, memory limitations were a significant concern, 
and it's possible that Gates or someone else involved in the industry made a comment about 
the then-available memory size. This quote has often been cited as an example of how 
technology predictions can be shortsighted in hindsight. Gates has denied making this 
statement. 
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aren't going to fix this problem by simply blaming the Capitalists. That's a 
waste of time, and probably what they’d want us to do anyway. 

"It's too easy to blame ego-maniac CEOs and greedy bankers and corrupt 
politicians, satisfying though it would be to throw rotten cabbages at them. 
The GRiFTers are just a symptom of a system that's built on selfishness 
and greed. Since their first day at public school these CEOs have been 
brainwashed into believing that Greed is Good, and that, perversely that , 
by being greedy and selfish, they were somehow contributing to the 
creation of a richer, more successful world where a rising tide raises all 
boats. I shit you not. So how can we blame them for turning out the way 
they have? Sure, there are winners and losers in the game of Capitalism, 
but we have to address the game itself, not the players. 

“Western society celebrates greed. We look up to the greediest of us all 
with envy as though they were greatest example of what we might be. 
GRiFTers like Musk, Bezos, Zuckerberg and the half-man, half-goat that 
is Richard Branson bathe in celebrity status, venerated as some sort of 
latter-day saints. Yet, if you think about it, all of them are deeply odd 
individuals who just happen to have been in the right place at the right 
time. They had rich parents or they bet on red at the right spin of the 
roulette wheel. But, of course, they’II claim it was skill and insight that got 
them where they are today. But, for every Bezos, there’s a dozen GRiFTers 
we’ll never know about because they bet on black. Without good fortune, 
Musk, Bezos, Zuckerberg might now be working at the check-out of our 
local supermarket, and no one would give them a second thought. As the 
old joke goes - Question: What would Zuckerberg be now if he wasn't a 
billionaire? Answer: A virgin. 

“Middle managers like George in the movie aspire to be just like these 


narcissistic oddballs. Kids watch YouTube videos and try to emulate them 
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and aim to be just like them one day. I mean people voted for Donald 
Trump for krissakes. He was the President of the United States! Doesn't 
that tell you just how distorted Capitalism has become?" 

"Amen to that," confirmed George. 

"So who can blame the Capitalists for just following orders? They're just 
fulfilling their sense of entitled destiny. They’re not the problem; they're 
just a distraction." 

"You see, George, and this is the single most important thing I'm going to 
say today." To emphasise the point, the Director stopped and grabbed 
George's arm to make sure he stopped as well, "The problem isn't OUT 
THERE, pointing to the skyscrapers of London's dockland in the distance. 
The problem is JV HERE", which he emphasised by beating his chest a 
couple of times with his fist. It's the Capitalists inside us all that make the 
GRiFTers rich. We all have a selfish dragon inside, and we've all got to 
slay it if we want to survive!" 

"Wow!" thought George, hoping he’d finally reached the critical point of 
conversation that would answer his question. "This is the bit I don't 
understand. I now know the Dragon has an unhealthy addiction to power 
and he doesn’t want to give it up. But what I don’t understand is how that 
same Dragon J hate be the same Dragon I love in myself?" 

"Well, that's the sixty-four-thousand-dollar question,” replied the Director. 
"Patience, my boy, all will be revealed in the fourth act. But first, we need 
to explore how Capitalism got us into this mess in the fist place. Deal?" 
"Deal," agreed George, inviting the Director to continue while, at the same 
time reflecting on the fact he wouldn’t normally get out of bed for a 


paltry sixty-four thousand dollars. 
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2.4: Money, Money, Money 


"But can we really Capitalism?" Asked George, pushing back on what he 
thought was a fairly apocalyptic statement. "I mean, are we really about to 
be boiled alive?" 

"Yes!" shouted back the Director emphatically, unwilling to take back his 
statement. "And here's the proof: We've got to the point in our evolution 
when we're about to commit suicide and you don't have to take my word 
for it. This existential threat we've created has even got a name. It's called 
The Anthropocene !°, which describes the period we’re now living 
through, you know, with its exponential population growth, 
industrialisation, intensive agriculture, deforestation, and greenhouse 
gasses. All of which means our planet - you know, the one we’re currently 
walking on - is heating up like a rotisserie chicken. Scientists call it the 
Great Acceleration |! or, as I like to think of it, Capitalism’s club foot 
putting the pedal to the metal. The ecosystem of our precious planet is like 
an elastic band that’s been stretched as far as it can go, and it's about to 
snap back in our faces, and, I can tell you, that’s going to leave a nasty 
mark,. 

"And I know what you're wondering." Continued the Director. "You're 


wondering whether the Anthropocene could have happened under a 


10 The Anthropocene is the common name for a proposed geological epoch, dating from 
the commencement of significant human impact on Earth up to the present day. 
www.nature.com 


‘1 The Great Acceleration refers to a period of dramatic growth in human activity and 
environmental change that began around the mid-20th century, including population growth, 
economic expansion, energy consumption, resource extraction, technological innovation, 
carbon dioxide emissions, deforestation, and biodiversity loss. The concept highlights the 
interconnectedness of these developments and their cumulative effects on the planet, raising 
concerns about the sustainability of life on Earth, given these trends. www.futureearth.org 
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different economic system. I mean, would these conditions only have been 
created by Capitalism? And that's a fair question, and all I can say is we’ll 
never know, but what I can tell you is that this what we are dealing with 
now and this is most definitely Capitalism’s fault.” 

This caught George somewhat by surprise because the thing he'd actually 
been wondering was whether Woolly Mammoths might have lived during 
in the Anthropocene Age which perhaps suggests this part of the Director’s 
thesis had gone over his head. 

"What I do know is that if right-wing economists and politicians are happy 
to claim that Capitalism has been the key driver of human activity for the 
past 250 years, then they must also take responsibility for the misery, 
pollution, and environmental destruction as well. 

George concurred with a quick nod of his head. 

"Let's be frank: Capitalism has caused global warming because, to 
succeed, Capitalists need to keep making profits and, to do that, they need 
to keep growing their business. That's a baked-in rule of the system. 
Which inevitably means that, since the /ndustrial Revolution!?, more and 
more fossil fuels have been burned to feed this relentless growth. And 
because economies must keep growing, the problem keeps growing too. 
"And it doesn't take a genius to know that while the world might be a very 
big place, it isn't infinite and, eventually, it must run out of the materials 
Capitalism needs to sustain itself: if it doesn’t asphyxiate itself first. “The 
rules of Capitalism means that rival businesses are in a never-ending 


competition with each other with the winner grabbing as each of the 


12 The Industrial Revolution began around 1760 in Great Britain and spread quickly across 
Europe and North America, triggered by the replacement of hand tools with steam- 

driven machines within factories making mass production possible. It marked a profound shift 
in human history, creating a mass working class and the concentration of wealth and power in 
the hands of industrialists, leading to massive economic growth, but also the exploitation of 
workers and environmental degradation. www.fordham.edu 
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market as it can until there's nothing left. Presumably, the winner is the 
last man standing. Nothing gets shared. Nothing gets rationed. 

“You’ve just described a game of Hungry Hippos!” Observed George 
innocently. 

“That’s right!” agreed the Director. Personally, it reminds me of that TV 
show Supermarket Sweep. Do you get Supermarket Sweep in the States?" 
"Er, I'm not sure," replied George. "I don't think so." 

"Does the name Dale Winton mean anything to you?" persisted the 
Director. 

"Was he in The Power of the Dog?” asked George hopefully. 

"I don't think so," replied the Director. "But never mind. Where was I?" 
"Capitalism." Replied George. "Capitalism and competition." 

"Yes, yes!" replied the Director, climbing back on to this train of thought. 
"Good to see that you're paying attention, George!" 

George appreciated this compliment. 

"The problem with competition, you see, is that it means everyone out for 
themselves, and that, quite frankly, is a recipe for disaster." Explained the 
Director, musing on this momentarily and shaking his head almost in 
disbelief. "I mean, where else do we go about trying to beat someone else 
at something? We might want to beat someone at soccer or table tennis, 
but afterwards, we all shake hands and go for a beer. But when we're 
playing at Capitalism, if we win, we put food on our plate, but if we lose, 
we starve. What's more, if we win, we're not just putting food on our 
family's plate, but we're taking it off somebody else's. Whoever thought 
that was a sensible way to run a society? If a monkey hoarded more 
bananas than he could eat, while leaving the other monkeys to starve, 


scientists would say the monkey was psychopathic and try to figure out 
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what was wrong with it. When humans do it, we put them on the cover of 
Forbes magazine." 

This description sounded weirdly distorted to George; he couldn't believe 
Capitalism could be this bad, but he couldn't find a flaw in the Director's 
argument either. He even began to wonder whether the booze and fatigue 
were playing with his head. 

"Anyway, the point is," continued the Director, who sounded as though he 
was beginning to wind up this particular train of thought, "All this need 
for profit and growth and competition means we're trying to get a quart out 
of a pint pot, as we used to say when I was a kid. Do people still use 
idioms like that?" 

"I think we use memes instead these days," corrected George, happy for 
the chance to contribute. 

"I stand corrected," replied the Director, bowing slightly. 

"But what is relevant is that we're taking more from the Earth than the 
Earth can give, and it's killing us. Capitalism is a zero-sum game and, in 
the end, nobody wins. But because it seems to have worked in the past and 
because no one has yet suggested a better idea, and because no one seems 
able to stop it, it just keeps on growing, like a cancer, pushing us closer to 
the cliff edge." 

"Jeez!" replied George, unsure what else to say. He could see the Director 
was committed to what he was saying, but he still couldn't believe all this 
could be true. 

"If what you say is accurate," suggested George tentatively, "perhaps the 
problem isn't knowing all of this but not knowing what to do about it." 
"That's right." Responded the Director, pleased they were still on the same 


page, more or less. 
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"And I'll come to that, but first, if we want to find the way out, we need to 
know how we got here in the first place." 

As the two unlikely companions headed downstream along the towpath 
toward Hammersmith, shimmering lights danced on the water, providing a 
soothing contrast after a day under bright studio arc lights. They paced 
briskly to match the rhythm of their conversation. 

After a brief pause in his analysis of Western economic models, in which 
the Director had genially explained the history of Thames villages such as 
Barnes and Chiswick and how they’d all been gradually gentrified as 
London had expanded, he was back to his central theme. The Director still 
had much to get off his chest. 

"Alright, I've explained how Capitalism is out to kill us and how we've got 
to stop it. But before I do that, I think a little historical context is needed 
because I want to disabuse you of any ideas you might still harbour about 
Capitalism somehow being 'the only way.’ The Director using his fingers 
to describe speech marks as he said this. 

"This isn't something we're generally taught in school, and we're definitely 
not allowed to suggest that Capitalism is just one alternative out of many. 
"Funny, but I guess that's right." Confirmed George, turning this over in 
his mind for the first time. 

"So, I'm going to take you back to the origins of modern economics, if 
you’re up for that?" 

"Do Ihave a choice?” asked George being playfully sarcastic. 

"Not really," replied the Director, equally tongue-in-cheek. 

"Now, if we look at how Capitalism is the big deal it is today, it's easy to 
assume it's been around forever. But, actually, it's quite a recent 


phenomenon. 
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"People only started thinking about it towards the end of the 18th Century, 
which, to put it in context, was around the same time as America’s War of 
Independence (1776) and the French Revolution (1789-1799). Before the 
mid 1700’s countries traded with each other, using a weird system called 
Mercantilism and before that, what little international trade there was 
based on good old-fashioned Feudalism. 

"So let me quickly explain these systems to give you a little context. First, 
as I say, there was feudalism/3 which lasted for about 500 years. It was 
simple patronage where the king or queen would literally buy the loyalty 
of their barons by giving them land. British politicians are still doing it 
today when they ennoble their financial backers and put them in the House 
of Lords. Anyway, within the feudal system, trade was relatively modest 
and based mostly on barter, rather than money. ” 

"In the 1500s, as international trade became more common the feudal 
barter system morphed into something called Mercantilism/4, in which 
individual countries specialised in specific types of goods. So England 
became a centre for woollen goods, the Dutch who produced excellent 
lace, and the Portuguese made the best wine. So, an elaborate system of 
'swapsies' developed. Unfortunately, just as in a game of Happy Families, 
everyone kept their best cards close to their chest and tried hard not to not 
give them away, so it all became quite self-defeating. Eventually, the 


French got sick of it and decided they would benefit more if they traded 


13 Feudalism was the dominated social structure in Europe from the 9th to the 15th century: 
The king was at the top, followed by nobles, vassals, and peasants (serfs) who worked the land. 
Serfs were bound to the land and owed labor and other dues to their lords in exchange for 
protection. The Foundations of Western Civilization 


14 Mercantilism was an economic system prevalent in Europe from the 16th to the 18th 
century, characterised by state intervention in the economy to increase national wealth and 
power. Governments implemented policies aimed at maximising exports and minimising 
imports. The Concise Encyclopedia of Economics 
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more freely with other countries, even if these other countries did well out 
of the deal as well. And what became known as /aissez-faire!> economics 
was born. 

"Fast forward to 1776, and my fellow countryman, the great Adam Smith!6 
who many call The Father of Capitalism. He wrote The Wealth of 
Nations'’, which purported to describe the underlying forces that governed 
how people and countries traded with each other. With me so far?" 

"All of this is very interesting," replied George enthusiastically, relieved 
now to be talking about history rather than politics. 

"Shall I continue?" asked the Director. 

"Please do." Replied George. 

"OK. So Smith thought he could see an underlying pattern to the way 
people were trading with each other, and, in particular, he believed that 
when people were motivated by selfishness, some sort of inexplicable 
alchemy occurred, which meant that, eventually, the whole of society 
would benefit. He called this the Invisible Hand of the Market.'8 


15 Laissez-faire economics is an economic philosophy that advocates minimal government 
intervention, allowing market forces to operate freely without regulation or interference. 


16 Adam Smith (1723-1790) was a Scottish economist, philosopher, and author who is often 
regarded as the ‘father of modern economics’ and ‘the father of capitalism’. His most famous 
work, "The Wealth of Nations," published in 1776, laid the foundations for classical 
economics and remains one of the most influential books in the field. www.bbc.co.uk/history 


17 The Wealth of Nations (1776) by Scottish economist Adam Smith, published in 1776, 
laid the foundation for modern economic thought in which Smith explores the principles of 
free-market capitalism. He argues that individuals pursuing their own self-interest within 
unintentionally contribute to the overall wealth and welfare of society, which he famously 
called the "invisible hand" and profoundly influenced economic theory and policy ever since. 
The Wealth of Nations: Summary, Themes, Significance, & Facts. | www.britannica.com 


18 “The Invisible Hand is perhaps the most important—and most controversial—metaphor 
in economics.” www.adamsmithworks.org 
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"For example, Smith thought that if a businessman wanted to expand his 
business, and, by the way, business owners at this time were almost 
exclusively male, he'd need to hire more workers. To do that, he'd need to 
pay them more than whoever else was employing them at the time, which, 
in turn, would mean the workers would become wealthier too. Sounds like 
a win-win, right?" 

"Sure does," confirmed George. 

"Unfortunately, there was just one tiny little fly in this ointment because, 
for this beautiful system to work, the workers needed the freedom to find 
another gig if they weren't paid enough. 

But this is where it all fell down because, for the next 250 years, 
businessmen have done everything they can to maximise their profits, 
which, obviously meant, wherever possible, they would hold down the 
wages of their employees. Thus, it soon became obvious that Capitalism 
was a very, very bad deal for the workers. They had become trapped inside 
a game of chess in which they were merely the pawns. 

"In essence, the Capitalists had turned what Adam Smith had needed one 
thousand pages to explain into one short sentence: Greed is Good. It’s the 
Gordon Gekko line form the 1987 movie Wall Street /°. Obviously, Gekko 
conveniently Tipp-Ex'd out the bit in the Wealth of Nations where Adam 
Smith also insisted that the workers must be protection from monopolies. 
Feeling rather chuffed that he'd condensed Capitalism into two paragraphs, 
the Director paused to see how all this was going down with his young 
student. George, meanwhile, was puzzling over what Tipp-Ex might be. 
"Adam Smith could have had no clue what his ideas had unleashed on the 


world. Nor the economic landmines he’d sown for future generations to 


19 Wall Street (1987) directed and co-written by Oliver Stone and starring stars Michael 
Douglas and Charlie Sheen. www.imdb.com 
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step on. In fact, he’d have had about as much chance of understanding 
how his precious Wealth of Nations baby would mutate into the monster 
we're dealing with today as Gutenberg might have coped, had he been 
given an iPad opened on a particularly lurid page from PornHub! 

“Let’s just say it’s not quite what either of them had in mind as they 
proudly presented their respective infants to the world! 

“In fact, I’d like to think that Adam Smith would have been aghast at the 
monster he’d created and, like Alec Guinness in The Bridge Over The 
River Kwai said the immortal words What have I done? and blown the 


whole fucking monstrosity up. 


2.5: This Charming Man 


George noticed how much his new mentor was excited by these obscure 
historical figures so it seemed appropriate to be walking beside this old 
river with its Victorian warehouses and factories on either side, now, of 
course, all converted into expensive apartments. 

"But I'm willing to cut Adam Smith some slack," continued the Director in 
a more magnanimous tone. "We've got to remember that Smith was 
scribbling away with a quill pen when he wrote The Wealth of Nations. 79 
The Industrial Revolution hadn't yet begun to bite, and he couldn't 


20 The Wealth of Nations (1776) by Scottish economist Adam Smith, published in 1776, laid 
the foundation for modern economic thought in which Smith explores the principles of free- 
market capitalism. He argues that individuals pursuing their own self-interest within 
unintentionally contribute to the overall wealth and welfare of society, which he famously 
called the "invisible hand" and profoundly influenced economic theory and policy ever since. 
The Wealth of Nations: Summary, Themes, Significance, & Facts. | www.britannica.com 
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possibly know that, in only 40 years, William Blake would be looking out 
on dark Satanic Mills 2!? 

"It's incredible how quickly the world changed once the avarice of 
Capitalism got to work. 

"You see, the world that Adam Smith took for granted couldn't help but 
influence his theories. Slavery was still acceptable, and the East India 
Company's 22 private army was at the peak of its power, busily subjugating 
whole continents in the name of British trade. This was all perfectly 
normal behaviour for the Britain of Adam Smith, even if he largely 
disagreed with it. 

George, eager to contribute, chimed in. "I get that. Sometimes you can't 
believe you once thought something was OK when it clearly wasn’t. It’s 
like when I used to think Kanye West was amazing. Now, when I look 
back, I wonder, 'How the hell could I have liked an asshole like that?" 
“Exactly!" responded the Director, pleased that George was still listening 
while trying not to be too disturbed by the crass analogy. 

"Don't get me wrong, Smith was way ahead of his time when it came to 


human rights. It's ironic to think he'd probably be considered woke by the 


21 And was Jerusalem builded here, Among these dark Satanic Mills? from ‘And did those 
feet in ancient time" - a poem by William Blake (1757 — 1827) 
wwwiliterature.stackexchange.com 


22 The East India Company - established in 1600 by English merchants backed by the British 
government, operated as a quasi-governmental entity, with its own army, administration, and 
judiciary, effectively ruling large parts of India for nearly two centuries. The company 
interfered in local politics, overthrowing rulers to further its own interests, forcing indigenous 
populations to cultivate cash crops, contributing to poverty and famine. The company's 
monopoly on trade led to corruption, nepotism and abuse of power in both India and Britain 
and played a pivotal role in shaping the British Empire. www.nationaltrust.org 
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Adam Smith Institute?3, which now abuses the great man's name to 
promote its own right-wing agenda. 

"Back then, the Earth seemed boundless. The population of the world was 
only 800 million, and vast tracts of land were yet to be discovered. So, 
even though Smith was a key figure of The Enlightenment‘, he was still a 
product of his time, and it would be unfair to expect him to see that, in 250 
years, his precious Capitalism would have depleted the environment to 
such an extent that human life on Earth was quickly becoming untenable. 
"But I can't let Smith off the hook entirely. He was criminally naive if he 
thought the unscrupulous GRiFTers wouldn't use his ideas to justify their 
exploitation of the working class. 

"As he said himself: Despite being selfish and wanting to gratify their own 
vain and insatiable desires, the rich are led by an invisible hand which 
makes nearly the same distribution of the necessaries of life that would 
have been made had the earth been divided equally among all its 
inhabitants.?5 

“Which, in hindsight, is just stupid. People are greedy, and Smith simply 
gave them permission to do whatever they liked. And, as the Industrial 
Revolution unfolded, it was clear that whatever they liked included being 
utterly horrible to other human beings. To the GRiFTers, the working class 


23 The Adam Smith Institute is a think tank that promotes neoliberal and free market ideas. 
www.adamsmith.org 


24 The Enlightenment was an intellectual and cultural movement that emerged in Europe 
during the 17th and 18th centuries. It was characterised by a focus on reason, science, 
skepticism, and individualism, as well as a rejection of traditional authority and superstition. 
The Enlightenment: A Very Short Introduction, by John Robertson 


25 A paraphrase of Adam Smith quoted in "The Wealth of Nations." In Book IV, Chapter I 
of "The Wealth of Nations” wikisource.org 
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were just another resource to be exploited and, if needs be, destroyed, 
alongside the natural world and all the species within it. 

Nor could Smith have known what this would mean for the planet. As 
early as 1896, a Swedish chemist called Svante Arrhenius predicted that 
soaring levels of CO2 in the atmosphere would create global warming?®, 
but, of course, no one was in the mood to listen; not when there was 


money to be made. 


2.6. Cold As Ice 


"It's easy to assume Adam Smith was uncovering some universal law that 
applied everywhere in all circumstances to all people, but this was one of 
the problems with the Enlightenment thinkers. 

"During the Age of Reason, scientists assumed that everything could be 
understood through what they called the Scientific Method?’ as opposed to 
just making shit up, which is pretty much what had happened before 
then. Isaac Newton used the Scientific Method to deduce the existence of 
gravity, which, along with a bunch of other scientific breakthroughs led to 
the belief that there was some sort of secret mathematical code that would 
unlock the mysteries of the universe and everything in it. A bit like the 


instructions you get with an JKEA flatpack. But all that fell apart when 


26 ‘Svante Arrhenius - the Man Who Foresaw Climate Change’. In 1896, Arrhenius 
published a paper titled "On the Influence of Carbonic Acid in the Air upon the Temperature 
of the Ground," in which he proposed the theory that human activities, specifically the 
burning of fossil fuels such as coal, could lead to an increase in carbon dioxide levels. Hi ideas 
were ahead of their time, and it took several decades to gain recognition and acceptance 
within the scientific community. www.bbvaopenmind.com 


27 The Scientific Method - is a systematic approach used by scientists to investigate 


phenomena, acquire knowledge, and test hypotheses through empirical observation and 
experimentation. www. britannica.com 
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Einstein came along with his out of the box thinking. Comparing Newton 
to Einstein would be like comparing a cassette tape with Spotify. So let’s 
hear it for Einstein!” 

“Yeah! Go Einstein!" cheered George with muted enthusiasm. 

“And, just like Newton was wrong when he assumed the universe was 
some sort of mechanical clock, Adam Smith was equally wrong when he 
suggested The Wealth of Nations contained some sort of universal truth 
about selfish man. It was nothing of the sort. It was just a snapshot of 18th 
Century Europe. Not that you'd know it from the way economists still 
fawn over his every word all these years later - at least the bits they want 
to agree with. The world has evolved since then and the way humans 
relate to each other has evolved too, yet Adam Smith's central idea - that 
people work best together when they behave selfishly - still drives modern 
economics and political thinking as though it's an incontrovertible fact of 
life." 

"So we've ended up falling in line behind an idea that isn’t necessarily 
true?” Asked George, quizzically. 

“Yup.” Replied the Director tersely. “We used to think the Earth was flat 
and we’d fall off the edge. But then, someone brave enough tested the 
theory and found it was actually round. It was just superstitious horseshit 
and the idea that only Capitalism can save the world is horseshit too.” 
"Jesus, when you put it like that, it does sound crazy!” Said George, 
nonplussed. Next to him was a short, portly Scotsman chattering ten to the 
dozen, and here he was, plodding along a poorly lit towpath, wondering 


how much further they'd have to walk before he could order a steak. 
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George furtively looked at the half-million dollar Richard Mille?§ skeleton 
watch on his wrist to check the time. It felt about eleven, but he wasn't 
sure. Maybe it just seemed like they'd been walking for a couple of hours. 
But it was dark, so he couldn't see the silly little hands on the diamond 
encrusted watch face. 

"You're right. It really is crazy," replied the Director, bringing George back 
into the present. "And there's been many times when we've collectively 
asked ourselves whether Capitalism is the right way to go. “But, like the 
turd you just can't flush, it just keeps floating back." 

This made George chuckle. 


2.7: Capitalist Growing Pains - 1800 - 1900 


"But Capitalism perhaps hasn't had the smooth ride you'd expect from a 
such a supposedly superior system. It certainly doesn't live up to the 
brochure we're given at school. There's been many a time when the 
GRiFTers have let their greed get the better of them, and each time they 
do, their whole rotten scam falls apart. And, just as predictably, it's always 
the ordinary working folk that are expected to pick up the tab. I'm not 
exaggerating, George. Look it up if you don't 
believe me." 

"I believe you!" Replied George defensively, 
not really knowing whether to believe this 
grumpy senior citizen or not. 

"And each time it happens, there's a lot of 


hand wringing and talk of reform, but 


28 www.richardmille.com 
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somehow those slippery little GRiFTers always find a way to persuade us 
to trust them and the sorry cycle starts all over again." 

"You have to admit it sounds absurd." Pushed back George, more gently. 
"Are you absolutely sure this is what happens? I mean, aren't we smarter 
than this? Aren't we supposed to learn from our mistakes?" 

"That's a charming question." Replied the Director smiling ironically. 
"And a reasonable question too, but you'd be laughed at if you asked such 
a thing in professional circles. In my experience, whenever I talk to the 
money men (again, he used his fingers to describe quotation marks), the 
rules we follow in the real world somehow don’t seem to apply to them. 
I've a theory as to why that is, but first, let me offer some evidence to back 
up my claims.” 

“Sure, fill your boots.” Said George. It was a phrase he’d heard his British 
friends use, though he had no idea what it meant. 

So the Director began again. “Before I start - and in the spirit of full 
disclosure - there are plenty of examples of financial crashes that brought 
chaos to society before Adam Smith came on the scene. There was Tulip 
Mania?? in 1636 and the South Sea Bubble? in 1720, both of which were 


29 Tulip Mania was one of the first recorded instances of a financial bubble occurring in the 
Netherlands between 1636 - 1637. At this time tulips were a symbol of wealth and status, 
tempting many to import and grow bulbs from Turkey which, in turn, caused a frenzy 
amongst speculators hoping to profit from skyrocketing prices. In 1637 the bubble burst, 
causing bankruptcy amongst many investors and damaging to the Dutch economy. 
Tulipomania: The Story of the World’s Most Coveted Flower & the Extraordinary Passions 
It Aroused by Mike Dash 


30 The South Sea Bubble occurred in Britain during the early 18th century. The South Sea 
Company was granted a monopoly to trade with Spanish colonies in South America causing 
the company's stock to soar to unprecedented levels. However, many of the company's trading 
ventures failed to make a profit and, in 1720, the bubble burst leading to financial ruin for 
many investors and leading to a loss of confidence in the stock market. The government's 
involvement in the South Sea Company and its failure to regulate speculation caused a political 
scandals and public outrage. The South Sea bubble by John Carswell 


102 


Gramskii 


caused by a sort of mass hysteria at the thought of people missing out on a 
financial killing. So Adam Smith and his Capitalist theories certainly 
didn't invent financial crashes, but since then, the capitalists have certainly 
made up for lost time. 

"The first big financial crash of American Capitalism was the Panic of 
18193!, triggered by a collapse in land prices. Then there was the Panic of 
183732, again brought about by wild financial speculation in land and 
railways, triggered by the great Westward Expansion. 

"And who could forget the Panic of 185733 and the Panic of 187334, both 
caused by bubbles in the American real estate market, the latter of which 
kicked off The Long Depression and two decades of crippling 
unemployment and poverty all across America. And finally, to tie up the 
loose ends of the 19th Century, let's give a big hand to the Panic of 933°.” 
“Whoo Hoo!” Said George in mock celebration. 


“Notice anything, George?” Asked the Director. 


31 The Panic of 1819 was the first widespread financial crisis in the United States and was 
followed by a general collapse of the American economy that persisted through 1821. https:// 
en.wikipedia.org 


32 The Panic of 1837 began a major depression which lasted until the mid-1840s. https:// 
en.wikipedia.org 


33 The Panic of 1857 caused by America’s declining international economy and over- 
expansion of the domestic economy was the first financial crisis to spread rapidly throughout 
the United States thanks to the invention of the telegraph. https://economic-historian.com 


34 The Panic of 1873 was a financial crisis that triggered an economic 

depression in Europe and North America that lasted from 1873 to 1877 or 1879 in France and 
in Britain. The crisis was triggered by financial failures in Vienna, the capital of Austria- 
Hungary. The panic also lead to tensions between the North and South in the years leading up 
to the American Civil War. https://www.britannica.com 


35 The Panic of 1893 began with the collapse of the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad, 


leading to a wave of bank failures which set off a downward spiral of business closures, 
unemployment, and deflation. https://worldhistory.us 
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“That there was a lot of people panicking?” Replied George ruefully. 
"You're absolutely right!" Agreed the Director. "Those masters of the 
universe are oh so macho when they're making money on their 
investments, but as soon as there's a chance they might lose money they 
hit the panic button and soil themselves, leaving the rest of us to clean up 
the mess. The most recent big crash in 2008 resulted in fifteen years of 
austerity when basic public services were cut in order to pay off their 
debts. And not one of the bankers or traders carried the can. They never 
do. They’re like drunk drivers careering down a hill, getting more and 
more extreme in their speculation and risk-taking until they predictably hit 
a tree, get out of the wreckage, dust themselves down, and walk away 
without looking back. They might then lie low for a while, making plans, 
promising to make us all rich if we give them our money and, once again, 
we’re stupid enough to fall for it. But I'm pretty sure if these financial 
wizards were as good at their job as they claim to be, they wouldn’t panic 
so much.” 

“Maybe they need therapy?” Offered George, “A J/2-step program 
perhaps?” 

“You might just be right.” Agreed the Director, smiling. “It’s a glitch that’s 
built into the Capitalist system and it certainly isn’t going away. I mean, 
before the ‘Panic of 1873,’ the French diplomat de Tocqueville? was 


touring America making a few observations for his government." 


36 In 1831 Alexis de Tocqueville (1805-1859) traveled to the United States to study the 
American penal system. During his nine-month tour, he conducted extensive interviews on 
the social, political, and cultural conditions of the young American republic which formed the 
basis of his book "Democracy in America”. He also examined the role of religion, the 
importance of civil associations, and the influence of equality on social relations. Alexis de 
Tocqueville: A Life by Hugh Brogan 
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Suddenly, in a moment of mock drama, the Director stopped in his tracks, 
grabbed George by the arm, looked up to the stars, and proclaimed in a 
melodramatic French accent: 

"Their desire for wealth is universal, ceaseless, and eternal. There are 
always individuals whose aspirations outstrip their possessions, willing to 
relinquish the serenity of ownership in pursuit of the pleasures of 
acquisition.” 

"Even in 1832, de Tocqueville knew there was something deeply wrong 
with a society built on greed and money. 

"And after the crash of '73, Mark Twain wrote The Gilded Age3’, which 
satirised America's tasteless nouveau riche?’ and the corrupt politicians 
who took money from the industrialist. After that, the whole period 
became known as The Gilded Age because American society looked like it 
was made of gold but, beneath the surface, it was just shit.” 

“Perhaps if he’d written it today he’d have called it ‘The Polished Turd”?” 
offered George in all seriousness. 

“Maybe so.” Agreed the Director, chuckling at George’s ability to see 
through the superficial and get through to the heart of an issue. “And the 
fact that Capitalism is built on selfishness and greed sets a terrible 


precedent for how we treat each other as a society, made doubly bad by 


37 Originally released in 1873, The Gilded Age is a sharp satire and revealing insight into 
post-Civil War American society. The story takes pace in an era where corrupt and 
unscrupulous land speculators, financiers and politicians shamelessly exploit the nation's post- 
war optimism. The book very quickly became synonymous with grift, materialism, and 
corruption in public life. THE GILDED AGE A Tale of Today By Mark Twain and Charles 
Dudley Warner 1873 


38 Nouveau Riche: One who has recently become rich, especially one who flaunts newly 


acquired wealth and who is therefore perceived to lack the refinement or gained social 
acceptance of others in that class. 
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the way greed and selfishness contaminates not just our day-to-day lives, 
but our futures as well. “ 

“How so?” Asked George. “Are Capitalists time travellers now?” 

“Well, yes, in a way, they are.” Replied the Director intrigued by this idea. 
“You see, the Capitalist Dragon isn’t satisfied with the simple profits it 
might make today; after all, there’s only so much a dragon can eat in 
twenty-four hours. But just imagine how much more it can devour if it 
lines up those meals for the next hundred years! That’s where the real 
profits are and it’s the thought of how much food it can pile up tomorrow 
and the next day and ad infinitum that really gets it smacking its lips.” 
“That really is a little disgusting.” Said George, genuinely feeling a little 
nauseous as he imagined that bloated and obese creature. “That’s the 
definition of greed.” He added. 

“Youre right, it IS disgusting.” Agreed the Director while adding “Just 
one more wafer-thin mint!” In a ridiculous French accent. 

“de Tocqueville?” Asked George, a little confused. 

“Mr. Creosote, actually.” Corrected the Director, now wishing he hadn’t 
said it, and swiftly moving on. “And it’s this selfish need to grab as much 
food from the buffet as they can, and cram it into their mouths and pockets 
that really does the damage for us as a society. They call it Speculation39. 
“Well, You’ve got to Speculate to Accumulate.” Chimed in George, 
recalling something his dad used to say. “But judging from what it’s done 
to the planet, make that When you Speculate you Devastate.”’ 

“You’re dead right.” Nodded the Director, appreciating the point. “And 


given that stockbrokers tend to throw themselves from 15-storey windows 


39 Financial speculation: the good, the bad and the parasitic by Lawrence Mitchell “it’s 
probably fair to say that pretty much every financial crisis since the tulip mania of the 1630s 
can be attributed to some sort of mass speculation.” https://theconversation.com 
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whenever there's a crash you could say They Speculate til they 
Defenestrate. Ho ho ho.” 

The Director was pleased with this joke, but sadly, all he got back from 
George was tumbleweeds. 

“Whatever...”, said the Director after a moment of awkward silence. 
“Speculation is surely a terrible way to run a society. I mean, the clue’s in 
the name: Speculation literally means ‘Reasoning based on inconclusive 
evidence; conjecture or supposition.’ It’s basically just a fancy name for 
gambling and it the cause of every single financial crash we've ever had, 
from the South Sea Bubble and Tulip Fever to the Subprime Crash of 
200840. Yet the bankers make out what they’re doing is some sort of 
complicated science we mortal folks couldn’t possibly understand. And 
it’s important for them to keep up that myth, how it would seem if we 
finally realised that, when you boil it all down, it’s just gambling, pure and 
simple.” 

“Sound like a bad weekend in Vegas.” Reflected George. 

“Except they’re playing with our money, and when they lose their shirts 
and are thrown out of the casino, it’s us ordinary folk who have to bail 
them out. And given how much they’re paid and the fancy cars they drive, 
and the big houses they live in and the sense of entitled superiority they 
radiate, you’d think they’d be pretty good at what they do, wouldn’t you?” 
“You’d think.” agreed George, shrugging, already preparing himself to be 
contradicted. 

“Yep, well, you’d be wrong, because in 2013 the Observer newspaper 


conducted an experiment which confirmed what a lot of us already 


40 Subprime Mortgage Crisis 2007-2010 stemmed from an earlier expansion of mortgage 
credit, including to borrowers who previously would have had difficulty getting mortgages. 
https://www.federalreservehistory.org 
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suspected; that, despite all the hype, these Masters of the Universe are no 
better at speculating than the rest of us.” 

“How so?” Asked George, intrigued. 

“Well, the newspaper challenged a team of top stockbrokers to pick £5,000 
worth of any stocks they thought would yield a good return on their 
investments*!, Meanwhile, a cat called Orlando selected stocks by 
throwing a toy mouse at a list of FTSE 100 companies. After three months, 
each ‘team’ swapped out any stock that wasn’t performing and, at the end 
of the year, the profits for each ‘team’ were calculated and, turns out, 
Orlando out performed the stockbrokers by 4.2%. And it was no fluke. 
Yet, despite all this, we still look up to these Capitalists assuming they are 
some sort of genius race when, in true to free-market conventions, they are 
only out to enrich themselves and have zero interest in our wellbeing. It’s 


just bizarre!” 


2.8: The New Deal, Bretton Woods & Attlee’s Welfare 
State 


George and the Director were now walking past the windows of the lovely 
old pubs near Hammersmith Bridge. George looked in to see a welcoming 
bar full of happy drinkers, and he wondered whether he could persuade the 
Director to drop in for a last pint themselves. His feet were hurting, and so 
was his head, and for a moment, he thought he might suggest they leave 
off this critique of Capitalism and pick it up again the next time he was in 


town. 


41 13 Jan 2013 - Investments: Orlando is the cat's whiskers of stock picking 
This article is more than 11 years old Ginger moggy beats the professionals and a team of 
students in the Observer's share portfolio challenge. https://www.theguardian.com 
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But as he looked at the Director and the urgency with which he needed to 
explain his ideas, George realised the least he could do was to listen. After 
all, wasn't this the problem the Director had warned him about - apathy 
and hubris? Could something as urgent as a climate disaster be put off 
until another day? And in any case, the Director was clearly in no mood to 
stop, so even suggesting such a thing would seem pointless. 

The History of Capitalism would surely be the Director’s specialist subject 
if he ever appeared on Celebrity Mastermind. 

"We're now entering the 20th Century, George and the Wall Street Crash of 
1927# and the Great Depression*#3." Said the Director with enthusiastic 
relish. 

George comforted himself with the idea that things were getting more up- 


to-date, and he might be able to relate to it more. 


42 The Wall Street Crash of 1929, also known as Black Tuesday, was one of the most 
devastating financial events in American history when stock prices plummeted, wiping out 
billions of dollars in wealth and triggering a chain reaction of bank failures, business closures, 
and mass unemployment triggering a prolonged economic downturn that would profoundly 
impact the lives of millions of Americans and reverberate throughout the global economy. 
https://novelinvestor.com The Great Crash 1929 by John Kenneth Galbraith 


4 The Great Depression was triggered by the Wall Street Crash of 1929, which led to 
widespread stock market and bank failures, a collapse in consumer spending, high 
unemployment, widespread poverty, deflation, and reduction in industrial production. Many 
governments implemented austerity measures that only made things worse and had far- 
reaching social and political consequences, including the tise of authoritarian regimes such as 
Nazi Germany. https://novelinvestor.com The Great Depression: A Diary by Benjamin Roth 
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"The fallout from the Great Depression was so terrible that Roosevelt felt 
he had no choice but to make the most drastic social intervention in the 
150-year history of Capitalism. Roosevelt called it the New Deal#4. 

"This New Deal created millions of jobs, rebuilt America's crumbling 
infrastructure and drastically overhauled the financial sector, separating 
commercial banking from investment banking to prevent the unregulated 
speculation that had been the cause of financial crashes of the past. 

"Other European countries followed suit, with Germany in particular 
taking the opportunity to rebuild its armies and autobahns, amongst other 
things. 

"Roosevelt's New Deal did a lot of socialist things that Americans had 
always shied away from. Things like old-age pensions, unemployment 
payments, and welfare benefits. It built vast numbers of roads, bridges, 
social housing, and lots of cultural projects which employed artists. It also 
promoted nature and expanded the national parks. In fact, it created much 
of what America is today, and it put the country on a much stronger 
footing in the run-up to the Second World War. 

"I remember all this from school," agreed George, happy to hear about 


something he was vaguely familiar with. 


44'The New Deal The New Deal was a series of economic and social programs implemented 
by President Franklin D. Roosevelt's administration in response to the Great Depression. It 
aimed to provide relief, recovery, and reform to address the severe economic crisis facing the 
United States in the 1930s. The New Deal consisted of a wide range of initiatives, including 
public works projects, financial reforms, agricultural programs, and social welfare measures. 
These programs sought to create jobs, stimulate economic growth, stabilise financial markets, 
and alleviate poverty and suffering among the American people. Key components of the New 
Deal included the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), the Works Progress Administration 
(WPA), the Social Security Act, and the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC). While 
the New Deal was controversial and faced criticism from various quarters, it had a significant 
and lasting impact on American society and the economy, shaping the modern welfare state 
and laying the foundation for future government intervention in the economy. https:// 
www.pulitzer.org Freedom From Fear: The American People in Depression and War, 
1929-1945 By David M. Kennedy 
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"Yet, predictably, the GRiFTers downplayed the benefits of the New Deal, 
claiming it was a socialist plot and government intrusion into people's 
lives. Surprise, surprise, they also said it limited their ability to make 
money. 

"By 1944, Germany was losing the war, but, with the world now a 
smoking ruin, it was clear that Capitalism wouldn't be able to get it back 
on its feet. For Capitalism to work, you need buyers and sellers, but all the 
buyers were either dead or destitute, and Capitalism, therefore, had 
nothing to offer.” 

“Funny how there's never a GRiF Ter around when you need one.” 
Quipped George.” 

The Director chuckled at this, before continuing. "So Roosevelt and 
Churchill sent their chief economists to Bretton Woods# in New 
Hampshire, where they devised a new monetary system to jolt the world 
back to life. 

"Bretton Woods is mainly remembered for John Maynard Keynes setting 
up the /nternational Monetary Fund (IMF) and the International Bank for 
Reconstruction, which became the World Bank, and most importantly, tied 
international currencies to the US Dollar, which created financial stability 
and promoted cooperation between countries. Obviously, the GRiFTers 
hated it." 


“Obviously” confirmed George solemnly. 


45 The Bretton Woods Conference, of July 1944 brought together 44 Allied nations to 
establish a new framework for international monetary and financial cooperation. The Bretton 
Woods Agreement established a system of fixed exchange rates, with currencies pegged to the 
US dollar, which was in turn pegged to gold at a fixed rate. This system, known as the Bretton 
Woods system, aimed to promote international trade, economic stability, and reconstruction in 
the aftermath of World War I. https:/\www.economist.com The 70-year itch: Despite some 
flaws, the Bretton Woods agreement helped usher in a long and relatively peaceful period of 
economic growth. 
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"The last example of governments trying to contain the excesses of 
Capitalism I want to describe was the Clement Attlee Post-War Welfare 
State?6, Ever heard about that, George?" asked the Director optimistically. 
“No, can't say I have." Replied George. "History was never my thing." 
"Well, have you heard of the National Health Service, you know, the 
NHS?” Asked the Director in an equally optimistic tone, like a proud 
grandparent introducing his grandson to a friend. 

"Yes, now that I have!" Replied George, hoping it was what he thought it 
was. "They talk about it in the States a lot. It's a waste of money, and the 
service is terrible." 

"Yes, that's the one!" Replied the Director, chuckling. "They hate it over 
there. They think it's a communist plot to undercut Big Pharma." 
"Probably something like that", confirmed George. 

"Well, don't be fooled, George. The NHS is a beautiful thing. Free 
healthcare for everyone. And the GRiFTers have been trying to take it 
away from us ever since. We voted for a socialist government after the 
war, which more or less applied the ideas that John Maynard Keynes had 
suggested at Bretton Woods. Things like government intervention, a 
Welfare State, and nationalising industries like coal, steel and the railways. 
All paid for through taxing the rich. 

"And, like Roosevelt's New Deal, Attlee's policies were really successful, 
and also like the New Deal, the GRiFTers hated it. How could the 


Capitalists make money if all these industries were publicly owned? 


46 Between 1945 and 1951, the Labour Government passed a series of measures which 
became known as the ‘Welfare State’. This refers to the fact that the Government took 
responsibility for looking after the well-being of all its citizens. The reforms made were 
designed to take care of the British people 'from the cradle to the grave' (ie.from birth to 
death). A number of reforms and changes were introduced in an attempt to tackle the ‘Five 
Giants’ - disease, want, squalor, ignorance and idleness. www.bbc.co.uk 
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"Maybe these successful government interventions had finally tamed 
Capitalism? After all, by taking away the opportunity to speculate and 
create debts, the world was more stable, and the chance of a global 
recession was significantly reduced." 

"You'd think so." Agreed George. 


"Not so fast...” Cautioned the Director. 


2.9. The Dragon Unchained 


"The world emerged from two world wars a safer place thanks to some 
enlightened thinking." Continued the Director. "What could possibly go 
wrong?" 

"I'm not sure," replied George, "but I've a horrible feeling I’m about to 
find out.” 

"You're right, George, it wasn't good. In fact, what's happened since the 
1970s has been absolutely terrible. OK, if I tell you about it?" 

"Why not?" replied George, sounding somewhat resigned. "We've come 
this far. There's no turning back now." 

"That's the Spirit", replied the Director, laughing enthusiastically and 
slapping George on the back. "Just a couple more things to tell you about, 
and we'll have reached your hotel, and we can get something to eat." 
George found this a very comforting thought. 

"So," began the Director again, preparing for a lengthy discourse. "After 
the war, thanks to Bretton Woods, things were going pretty well for 
America. The dollar was now the world's currency and America was the 
most prosperous country on the planet. 

"But this wasn't enough for Tricky Richard Nixon. According to the rules 
set up at Bretton Woods, the US was obliged to keep as much gold in Fort 
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Knox as there were dollars in circulation, and this was simply impossible 
given he had a war with Vietnam to finance and a nuclear arms race with 
Russia to win. He needed more money and he needed to borrow it, but this 
was against the rules. So, in 1971, with little consideration for the 
consequences, he unilaterally canned the Bretton Woods initiative. This 
event was later called The Nixon Shock?’ 

"Nixon could now spend as much as his little heart and his imperialist 
foreign policies desired, but it also meant that currency exchange rates 
were directly determined by market forces, which opened the door to 
speculators. Capitalism was once again unleashed. We're talking free 
trade, floating exchange rates, unregulated debt, the lot. All the things that 
had caused financial crashes in the past. 

"And just like The Great Panic, the Long Depression and the Wall Street 
Crash, it didn't take long for /aissez-faire economics to screw things up 
again. 

"Nixon had come to the conclusion that Bretton Woods was holding him 
back after listening to a group of right-wing thinkers called The Chicago 


School#8, led by an economist called Milton Friedman. 


47 ‘The Nixon Shock refers to a series of economic policies announced by President Richard 
Nixon on August 15, 1971 that effectively ended the Bretton Woods system of fixed exchange 
rates. The Nixon Shock had far-reaching consequences for the global economy, leading to 
volatile exchange rates, inflation, international relations and a shift in US economic policy, with 
a greater emphasis on domestic priorities. https://history.state.gov 


48 The Chicago School represents a prominent group of economists associated with the 
University of Chicago, originally led by influential figures such as Milton Friedman and 
George Stigler. They advocate free-market, laissez-faire economic policies, the importance of 
individual choice, competitive markets, and limited government intervention. As such, in the 
1970’a they challenged prevailing Keynesian ideas and argued that the free-market mechanisms 
promoted greater economic efficiency and prosperity. The Chicago School continues to shape 
economic thought, academic research and public debate on economic issues. The Chicago 
School: How the University of Chicago Assembled the Thinkers Who Revolutionised 
Economics and Business By Johan Van Overtveldt \ittps://www.goodreads.com 
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"Friedman wasn't a fan of government meddling and had devised a theory 
he called Trickle-Down??, which was, more or less, a rehash of Adam 
Smith's Invisible Hand. 

"Friedman believed the free market was the best way to generate wealth, 
which might be true, but just as in the case of Adam Smith’s Invisible 
Hand, this wealth tends to miraculously pool at the top where the Elite 
play and remarkably little of it trickles down to where the poor work.” 
"I've seen this movie before." Noted George drily. 

"You're right,” agreed the Director. “Free-market economists love to run 
their cost-benefit analysis spreadsheets over projects like this. In the 
‘benefit’ column they include things like Innovation, Investment and 
Efficiency and maybe even Higher Living Standards and Life Expectancy. 
But, when it comes to the ‘cost’ column they tend to downplay factors like 
Inequality, Pollution and maybe even Catastrophic Environmental 
Disaster and I don't care how they try to cut it, but increased life 
expectancy isn’t much of a benefit IF THE PLANET KILLS US FIRST! 
So thanks a lot Milton Friedman, but you can take your free-market, 
laissez-faire, trickle-down economics and stick it where the sun don't 
shine.” 

Coming from California, George hadn’t heard this expression before 
because the sun pretty much shone everywhere all the time in Tinsel 


Town. 


49 'Trickle-Down Economics, (also known as supply-side economics or Reaganomics) 
suggests policies aimed at benefiting the wealthy and corporations will ultimately lead to 
prosperity for all, as the benefits "trickle down" to lower-income individuals and the broader 
economy. Advocates of trickle-down economics argue that reducing taxes on the wealthy and 
deregulating markets will incentivise investment, job creation, and economic growth, which 
will in turn benefit everyone. Critics argue this disproportionately benefit the rich, exacerbates 
income inequality, and fails to deliver broad-based economic benefits. Trickle Down Theory 
and Tax Cuts for the Rich by Thomas Sowell https://www.goodreads.com 
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“By the 1980s, Reagan and Thatcher had jumped on the Friedman 
bandwagon and were rabidly tearing up regulations, left, right and centre; 
deregulating the banks and the stock market, abolishing fixed commission 
charges, privatising industries and tearing down social safety nets and 
generally trashing anything that looked like The New Deal or the Welfare 
State. 

The Thatcher Government were so pleased with itself that they even gave 
their social vandalism a name: The Big Bang*®. And, in doing so, they 
blew the bloody doors off and invited a hoard of short-term profiteers to 
come in and ransack the British economy. 

“IT doubt she thought too hard about it at the time, but perhaps the most 
significant contribution Thatcher made to the crisis we’re dealing with 
today was her encouragement of the City of London to take the brakes off 
electronic trading. In 1980, computers were just being introduced into the 
trading markets, and this would make the dangers of speculating ten times 
worse." 

"Sounds scary", remarked George, pretending to shiver with fear. 

"You might be really frightened in a minute, when I tell you what happens 
next. The Big Bang did indeed encourage growth and lower inflation for a 
while, but gradually, greed crept back into the system, and, predictably, the 
gap between the rich and poor grew wider again. Hey - and guess what? In 
'87, we had Black Wednesday; in '99, we had the Dot-Com Bubble; and, in 


50 The Big Bang was a series of reforms implemented by the Tory Government on the UK 
financial markets in 1986. They aimed to deregulate the London Stock Exchange, 
transforming it from a traditional, restrictive market into an open, competitive, and 
internationally integrated marketplace. The key changes included the abolition of fixed 
commission rates, the removal of barriers to entry for foreign firms, the adoption of 
electronic trading systems, and the relaxing of financial services regulations. The Big Bang 
revolutionised the structure and operations of the London Stock Exchange, paving the way 
for increased trading volumes, greater efficiency, and the emergence of London as a global 
financial centre. How the Big Bang changed the City of London for ever. www.bbc.co.uk 
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2008, we got the Subprime Mortgage Crisis, which brought down the 
entire world banking system. Who could have possibly seen that coming?" 
"Beats me!” Joshed George, in mock confusion. "Maybe the same greedy 
bastards that screwed things up the last time?" 

"Got it in one,” confirmed the Director, "But what was different this time 
was the effect this new technology would have on the world of finance. 
I’m not sure how well Friedman and his genius Chicago chums 
understood the ramifications of effectively unleashing a Dragon on 
steroids, but I’m guessing even if they had foreseen it, they’d have 
considered it a good thing. But like so much else in their simplistic, 
amoral, black-and-white world, they’d have been spectacularly wrong. 
“Explain.” Requested George, needing more information before he 
understood this point. 

“Well, thanks to the internet, the GRiF'Ters could now trade instantly with 
each other, cutting out the 'middlemen' of real people living in the real 
world. Reagan and Thatcher had created the perfect conditions where a 
whole new level of free-market Capitalism could thrive, where ordinary 
people became even more like counters in the game of global Monopoly 
the GRiFTers were playing, ultimately bringing about the climate disaster 
we’ve been left to dealing with. 

"You're right, that really does sound scary," said George. 

"Well, stay tuned, because we aren’t finished with this shit yet.” replied 
the Director grimly. 
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3: Kew To Hammersmith - 
DIRTY WORK 


3.1. The Four Horsemen (of the GRiFTer Apocalypse) 


"So that's a brief history of Capitalism, which I hope you found 
enlightening George?” 

In response, George offered a somewhat resigned nod of his head. 

“T think it's important we demystify Capitalism rather than assume it's a 
fact of life just because that's what we've been told all our lives. 
Capitalism might have seemed a good idea 250 years ago, but that doesn't 
mean it's still the answer to our problems today. And the fact Capitalism is 
now killing the planet sure helps focus the mind.” 

“Couldn’t agree more.” Confirmed George. “But that’s the past, and as 


I've asked you several times now, sir...” George now ran a couple of steps 
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in front of the Director and turned to face him. “...WHAT’S THE 
FRIKKIN' ALTERNATIVE ???" 

"It's coming, it's coming," replied the Director. "Just a couple more things 
to get out of the way before I deal with that. Because I need to bring you 
bang up to date with just how crazy the whole thing has become." 

"It gets worse?" asked George incredulously. 

"I'm afraid so." Replied the Director. "To be honest, I'm just getting 
started." 

"Shit...." was all George could think to say. 

"Since Thatcher and Reagan fired the Big Bang starting gun and 
unshackled the beast, all sorts of horrors have unfolded, to the point that it 
is now completely out of control. What we've got now is a Frankenstein's 
monster laying waste to everything in its path. And if we want to stop it 
before it's too late, we need to grab our pitchforks and torches and chase 
this Abominable Showman out of town. So, I hope it’s OK if I don’t start 
offering solutions before I’ve finished describing the problem?" 

"OK", replied George, accepting this logic, while also knowing it was now 
just a mile to his hotel and that he'd soon be sitting down with a menu in 
his hand. "Let's finish this." 

“Great! So here goes.” said the Director, setting the scene for the season 
finale, "Until the '70s, you could more or less set your watch by the 
financial crisis that would come around like clockwork. Every couple of 
decades, there'd be a crash followed by ten years of unemployment, strife, 
child poverty, starving families, food banks, social decay and the rest of it. 
You get the picture... and then the government would bail out the banks, 
using money they'd otherwise spend on the poor, until the banks started 
speculating again, and we’d all be back at square one, having the same 


recurring nightmare. 
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"And that's what we assumed would happen when Ronnie and Maggie got 
their hands on the levers of power. But his time, it was different, and not in 
a good way. What we discovered after the Big Bang was that when you 
mix greedy capitalists with empowering technology, all hell breaks loose." 
At this, a distorted grimace came over George's face. 

"Back in the day, traders stood on the floor of the stock exchange waving 
their arms around. They could buy and sell to their heart's content, and the 
only harm they could do was the occasional bankruptcy or, at worst, a 
crash. But in the 1980s, the computer came along and changed the game. 
“The internet made electronic trading possible, which meant that 
Capitalism was no longer constrained by time or space and, over the next 
30 years, it became so big and devious no one knew how it worked 
anymore. It's like that computer HAL from 2001: A Space Odyssey’. It's 
quietly killing us, but we can't switch it off; and as it finds new ways to 
circumvent human oversight, it tightens its grip on society, and it's only 
getting worse. 

Take AJ for instance, which, as it becomes more prevalent, threatens the 
jobs traditionally done by humans. To the free-market Capitalists, this is 
only good news, as it means production is less expensive. However, for 
humans, there are more practical concerns, such as societal collapse. This 
is a conundrum that no one, presently, knows how to solve, and it 
highlights very well the fundamental problems of a Capitalist system. It 
does not serve humanity; humanity is just a resource that serves it. 


Something that became very apparent very quickly after the Big Bang, 


1 HAL (Heuristically Programmed Algorithmic Computer) is a sentient artificial general 
intelligence computer in Arthur C. Clarke's Space Odyssey series that controls the systems of 
the Discovery One spacecraft and interacts with the ship's astronaut crew. https:// 
en.wikipedia.org 
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creating what I like to describe as The Four Horsemen Of The GRiFTer 
Apocalypse: 
G LOBALISED 
R ENT-SEEKING 
F INANCIALISED 
T AX EVADERS 


"That's why I call modern capitalists GRiF'Ters, you see? 

Global - Rent-Seeking - Financialised - Tax Evaders. 

GRiFTers! Get it? Clever, eh? I made that up all on my own” smiled the 
Director, clearly pleased with himself. 

"Very good," replied George. "Catchy... Now, get on with it!" 

"OK," agreed the Director, pretending to be chastised. 


3.2. Horseman # 1 - Globalised (Winner Takes It All) 


"The main thing Ronnie and Maggie failed to anticipate when they 
unleashed the Big Bang was Globalisation?. 

"Marshall McLuhan had predicted it back in the 70s when he described a 
Global Village connected by electronic technology, and he warned us that 
this would distort reality and create tensions within societies. But who 


cares about trivialities like that when there's money to be made? 


2 Globalisation refers to the increasing interconnectedness and interdependence of 
economies, cultures, societies, and people around the world. It involves the exchange of 
goods, services, information, technology, and ideas across national borders, facilitated through 
advancements in transportation, communication, and technology. Globalisation is a complex 
and multifaceted phenomenon that has profound implications for individuals, societies, and 
the global economy. Globalization: A Very Short Introduction by Manfred B. https:// 
academic.oup.com 
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"And sure, there was Globalisation before the Big Bang. The East India 
Company was probably the first global corporation back in the 17th 
Century. One of its most famous wheezes was when it forced Indian 
farmers to grow opium instead of food, and then forced the Chinese to 
exchange this opium for their tea, silk and porcelain. When the Chinese 
government said, quite reasonably I think, that they didn't want this opium 
because it was causing widespread addiction, the East India Company 
started a war and essentially took over the country from which they then 
extracted taxes and, in return, gave the Chinese smallpox, measles and 
typhus!3 So yes, there was a sort of global corporation back in the day, but 
its modern successors are certainly carrying on the tradition with relish." 
"Nasty," replied George, shaking his head in disgust. 

"So Globalisation wasn't exactly new, but the scale of what's happened 
since the Big Bang has expanded the power of multinationals beyond 
anything previously imaginable. 

“Tt's no exaggeration to say that multinationals now run the world’s 
economy with little or no attachment to any one country. They are 
effectively above the law and there’s little that an individual country can 


do about it. There’s no loyalty or sentimentality when it comes to 


3 There is historical evidence to suggest Europeans, including the British, inadvertently 
introduced diseases like smallpox, measles, and typhus to indigenous populations in various 
parts of the world, including China. Ecological Imperialism: The Biological Expansion of 
Europe, 900-1900 Alfred W. Crosby https://www.goodreads.com 
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Capitalism. They're called Multinationals+ for a reason: Profits before 
Patriotism. 

"So now we've got to the point when two-thirds of the world's 100 largest 
economies are global corporations rather than physical countries. Apple, 
for example, has a market cap of around $3 trillion, which is about the 
same size as the GDP? of Britain or France, and their sole aim is to make a 
tiny elite richer than they already are, with as little thought given to their 
employees or the countries where they operate as is economically 
necessary. 

“T have to say there is one exception to this rule I’ve got to mention and 
that’s the special group of Chinese multinationals, such as Alibaba, 
Tencent, Huawei, PingAn - a global insurance firm for krissakes! - and 
BYD, or Build Your Dreams: the world’s top-selling electric car maker. All 
of them are really just extensions of the Chinese State, so, in effect, the 
Chinese Government is becoming a sort of multinational in its own right, 
and if that doesn’t scare the shit out of all of us, I don’t know what will! 
“Tt's as if the whole world is now run by a cartel of East India Companies, 
all of them operating above the law and, in this respect, they’re very 


similar to that Dragon in my story. So I hope you can see that, just as I 


4 A Multinational Corporation is a large company that operates in multiple countries, 
typically with a centralised management structure. These corporations have subsidiaries, 
branches, or affiliates in vatious nations, each contributing to the overall business objectives of 
the company. They leverage resources, technology, and capital from different regions to 
expand their reach, access new markets, and maximise profits. MNCs play a significant role in 
the global economy, influencing trade, investment, and employment patterns worldwide. What 
is a Multinational Corporation? 


5 Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is a key indicator used by economists, policymakers, and 
investors to assess the health and performance of a country's economy. It measures the total 
value of all the goods and services the country produced over a year or a quarter. 
www.bankofengland.co.uk 
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promised earlier on, I’m not exaggerating about any of this. This is the 
crazy state of the world we’re now living in. 

"It does sound crazy,” admitted George, “I don’t think I’ve ever 
considered Apple as anything other than the good guys with my best 
interests at heart.” George was now feeling more than a little confused. 
“That’s right” agreed the Director, pleased to see that George was now 
really engaging with something that was both uncomfortable and 
challenging. “We tend to think of them as a benign force for good, but 
they're nothing of the sort. In many ways, they're plain evil and, what’s 
more, they’re getting bigger and growing more powerful every day, and 
with all that power ought to come great responsibility, but instead, they 
behave more and more like mindless bullies. And that's because they are, 
quite literally, mindless. In fact, it would be wrong to think of them as run 
by humans at all. Sure at any one time, they are nominally being 
controlled by a CEO and a Chairman.” 

“Or Chairwoman.” Pointed out George. 

“Or Chairwoman,” conceded the Director with a nod. “But these humans 
come and go; a nominal signature at the bottom of the trading accounts at 
the end of the year. These CEOs may have different styles and approaches, 
but fundamentally they are merely puppets charged with delivering the 
same goal at the end of each year, which is to increase the value of the 
business.” 

“Are you absolutely sure?” asked George, finding it hard to know if this 
was true, given how little he understood corporate finance. 

“T’m afraid so.” Replied the Director, clearly deriving no pleasure from 
delivering this news. 

“Tt’s dangerous to consider multinational corporations as entities built on 


human needs. They exist outside of the subtle world of human interaction 
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to the point that they are now, more or less, autonomous from us and have 
little or no interest in us beyond our value as customers.” 

“Really?” Asked George, still unwilling to fully buy this narrative. 

The Director could see George still needed proof, so he fumbled around in 
his memory banks to see if he could remember any of the hundreds of 
articles he’d read in The Economist, Financial Times or Wall Street 
Journal where evidence of just these issues was commonplace. 

“OK,” said the Director, relieved to recall one such example from fairly 
recent history. “Here’s an example of what I’m talking about. Do you 
know the Unilever Corporation’: They make Axe deodorant and Dove soap 
and Hellmann's mayonnaise? 

“Sure.” Replied George. “I don't use any of it now, but I bought an awful 
lot of Axe when I was 15 and trying to get laid.” 

“Well,” continued the Director, patiently, “Around 2010, the CEO of 
Unilever had the idea that developing more sustainable and 
environmentally responsible products would probably be good for 
business, mostly, I think because Dove had done so well after it ran ads 
featuring women in underwear who didn’t look like stick insects.” 

“T remember.” Said George, recognising the campaign. 

“OK, so this guy, he was called Paul Polman, really started selling this 
idea to his Board. They were also aware of a new trend called ESG - that’s 
Environmental, Social and Governance issues - and they also knew Dove 
was doing well, so they let Polman get on with it, and when he retired in 


2019, a Scotsman called Alan Jope took over who was just as evangelical 


6 Unilever is a multinational consumer goods company known for a wide range of household 
and personal care products. Founded in 1929, it's one of the largest companies in the world by 
revenue. Unilever's portfolio includes well-known brands like Dove, Lipton, Axe, Ben & 
Jerry's, and Hellmann’s. www.unilever.com 
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about environmental issues as Polman, so people began to believe 
Unilever might be a cool and progressive outfit.” 

“Sounds great,” said George, “But is that a ‘but’ I hear coming?” 

“Very perceptive George,” said the Director, chuckling. “Because, while 
Jope had been busy trying to reduce the company's carbon footprint and 
source more sustainable raw materials, the board didn’t think the 
company’s value was increasing fast enough and investors were starting to 
get jittery, causing its share price to fall. So it was bye-bye Jope’ and hello 
whatever the name of the next less socially compromised CEO willing to 
take his place might be.” 

“Pathetic.” was all George could think to say. 

“Indeed.” Agreed the Director, “And that, my friend, in a nutshell, is how 
multinational corporations operate. They’re zombies running on auto-pilot. 
Sure, there’s a nominal crew sitting up front, happy to take their huge 
salaries and bonuses for hitting their targets, but show very little long-term 
concern for the way their actions hurt society or damage the planet.” 

“T see.” Said George, now sounding defeated and more willing to accept 
the true, cold nature of multinationals. 

Pleased that he’d made his point, the Director pressed on, wanting to 
elaborate further. “What's more, in their desire to hit their financial targets, 
these multinationals are always on the lookout for clever ways to cut costs, 
and one of their favourite ruses is to outsource their labour to low-cost 
markets. If you make your products in poorer countries, the labour costs 
are obviously cheaper, there are few or no unions to deal with and 


regulators are less concerned about sweatshops. In fact, these are the 


2 


7 “Unilever’s new CEO said the consumer products company’s "aspirational" climate 
commitments have failed to deliver shareholder value and signalled an overhaul of the 
company’s sustainability strategy that will leave more decisions to brand managers.” https:// 
www.greenbiz.com 
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perfect conditions multinationals look for, all the while seeking to give the 
minimum back to these poorer economies in the form of taxes that would 
otherwise be used to improve public services. 

"Charming" muttered George in a desultory tone. 

“What’s more, it's standard practice for the likes of Apple, Microsoft, 
Amazon, Alphabet, Alibaba, BP, Shell, Walmart, Johnson & Johnson and 
the rest of them to bully the G20 economies as if the multinationals were 
the masters and the politicians were their servants. 

“They do this through offering carrots such as campaign donations and 
‘trade trips', and the promise of building their new headquarters in a 
deprived city. They also do it through sticks such as threatening to move 
their factories elsewhere. All in exchange for influence over government 
decision making and, in particular, tax policies. In fact, the ultimate irony 
is that many governments will even help build these factories, paid for 
from the taxes extracted from the very same people who then have to work 
in them on minimum pay. 

"And obviously, while all this is happening, zombie corporations spend as 
little time as possible considering their social obligations with few, if any, 
having any concern for the environment, pollution, deforestation or habitat 
destruction. All of which are seen as inconveniences that get in the way of 
them making money. Is it any wonder we've got global warming?” 

“Fuck, fuck, fuck, fuck, fuck!” said George in exasperation. “What is 
wrong with these people?” 

“Well, technically,” corrected the Director, “they aren’t really people at all. 
They’re more like a self-driving car that’s careering towards a brick wall, 
but no-one seems willing to put it into ‘manual’ and take over the steering. 
It all comes down to a lack of accountability. These behemoths operate 


above the law and beyond borders, moving their money and resources 
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around to wherever suits them best; where they can avoid scrutiny and 
maximise their returns on investment. And they do it without any thought 
of the wider consequences. 

"Take the Ukraine War for example. When Russian oil supplies were 
sanctioned, the global fuel price went through the roof, meaning that the 
working classes had to spend a larger proportion of their income refuelling 
their cars and heating their homes. The Oil Giants told us all how terrible 
this was, but in the meantime, they miraculously made record profits’: 
Disaster Capitalism? at its finest my friend. 

"That's because, whenever sanctions are imposed, back channels are 
opened to get around the restrictions and keep the money flowing. When 
the UK government stopped the export of the sort of components Putin 
needed to fight his special military operation, sales to Russia fell off 
dramatically. But when someone looked more closely at where these 
British businesses were now selling these same components, they noticed 
that sales of this same equipment were now flowing into Uzbekistan and 
Georgia instead. It turns out that while British tax-payers are donating 
billions of pounds to Ukraine in the form of financial aid and weapons, 


British businesses are happily supplying the Russian army through the 


8 “World’s largest oil companies have made $281bn profit since invasion of Ukraine.” 
www.theguardian.com 


9 Disaster Capitalism refers to the exploitation of crises, such as natural disasters, economic 
downturns, or political instability, by individuals, corporations, or governments to advance 
their own interests, typically at the expense of the affected populations. This concept was 
popularised by journalist Naomi Klein in her book "The Shock Doctrine: The Rise of 
Disaster Capitalism.” https://academic.oup.com 
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back door!!° That’s a good example of the immorality of Capitalism, 
George. GRiF Ters are more than happy to kill the little guys caught in the 
middle if the price is right.” 

“Wow, that’s literally weapons-grade Capitalist bullshit right there!” 
exclaimed George, hardly able to believe what he was hearing. 

“And there's almost no chance of these sanction-busters getting caught, 
because the regulators lack the resources to close the loopholes.” added 
the Director. “Especially given the revolving door!! that allows the 
GRiFTers to lure the best people from the regulatory bodies over to the 
dark side where their knowledge of government systems ensure the 
multinationals stay one step ahead of the law and the tax man. 

"If you don't believe me, the last time I looked, the Russian oligarchs!? 
were still sitting on their yachts in the Med, enjoying their caviar.” 
“Bastards.” Muttered George. 

“And to make sure we don’t ask too many awkward questions, these same 
GRiFTers employ an army of PR consultants to cover up their anti-social 


behaviour. In addition, they spend a fortune with equally unscrupulous 


10 “British companies are exporting hundreds of millions of pounds of equipment and 
machinery which almost certainly ends up in Russia, undermining the official sanctions regime 
and bolstering Vladimir Putin's war machine, according to data analysis from Sky News.” 
www.msn.com 


"| Power(ful) Connections: Exploring the Revolving Doors Phenomenon as a Form 
of State-Corporate Crime https://link.springer.com 


12 An Oligarch is a member of a small group of wealthy individuals or families who control 
a disproportionate amount of economic or political power within a society. 

Once Upon a Time in Russia: The Rise of the Oligarchs and the Greatest Wealth in 
History by Ben Meztich - the true story of the larger-than-life oligarchs who reaped the 
tiches of privatisation after the fall of the Soviet regime. www.independent.co.uk/arts 

Rich Russians by Elisabeth Schimpféssl review — where does all that money go? - A 
study, based on interviews, on how oligarchs are reinventing themselves as a cultural elite finds 
toom to skewer their self-aggrandisement and patriotism” https://www.theguardian.com/ 
books 
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advertising agencies who’s job is to put a friendly face on the household 
brands they own, thus ensuring we all continue to think of them as our 
trusted friends. But they aren’t really our friends. In fact, when you think 
about how they are lying to us and destroying our planet, it would 
probably be safer to see them as our enemies. 

“Fuck.” said George. 

“T’m afraid so.” said the Director, as though he was breaking the bad news 
to a five year old that Santa didn't exist. “They only care about us because 
they want our money. To them, we’re just consumers: which is essentially 
marketing-jargon for a unit of consumption. The more consumers they 
attract, the more products they sell over time and the more profits they 
make. This is known as their profit ratio!3, and this is really the only thing 
they are interested in. You see, the profit ratio, is the number used to 
evaluate a company’s ability to generate returns for shareholders and thus, 
how much they can expect to receive if they sell it to market speculators. 
That’s the grubby world of the GRiFTers for you. That’s all it’s about. 
How much can I sell this thing for?” 

George shook his head as he came to terms with the idea that, not only did 
Santa not exist, but that guy in the red suit who sits in Macys Grotto every 
Christmas is a child-hating sociopath! 

“What’s more, they don’t mind being petty and cynical if it means making 
more money. So, they’ll sell us products with built-in obsolescence, 
forcing us to buy new ones every couple of years. They'll switch the leads 
on our phones, so we can't use them with later models. They’ll make it 
impossible to repair or replace broken parts and if a customer has shown 


loyalty after being with them for a while, they'll be charged more than the 


13 The "Profit Ratio" (or Profitability Ratio) typically refers to a financial metric that 
measures the profitability of a company relative to its revenue. https://www.investopedia.com 
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new customers they want to attract: They'll then sell our data to third 
parties and remove all human contact from their customer service 
departments, happy to let us waste our day trying to resolve a problem 
with a product we've just bought from them. And when we finally get to 
speak to someone, we lose our temper with the minimum-wage, 
overworked call-handler on the other end of the line, who has no say over 
how their employer treats its customers and who, if they complain about 
their working conditions or how customers are treated, will lose their job. 
In the world of multinationals, we are all just cash cows/4 there to be 
milked until we’re dry or until a legislative body steps in and threatens 
them with fines for misconduct. Such is the lawlessness of multinational 
corporations. They owe no loyalty to anyone and will exploit every 
opportunity to make a profit.” 

George was now beginning to feel he wanted to punch Santa in the face. 
"And there isn't a hope in hell of reigning them in because the politicians 
are up to their own necks in this game as well, happy to allow and even 
promote unregulated international corporations if they can see a benefit for 
their own political careers. After all, after stepping down from public 
office, there might be a whole raft of lucrative chairmanships or non-exec 
director posts to take up if they play their cards right, especially if they 
keep open their links with the politicians taking over from them. 

George was now lost for words, so just made a growling sound instead. 
"Of course, these corporations claim to self-regulate their behaviour to 


save the planet. They claim that Adam Smith's market forces ensure they 


14 A "Cash Cow" refers to a product, service, or business unit that generates significant and 
consistent cash flows for a company with minimal investment or effort. They’ve generally 
captured a large share of the market and enjoy strong customer loyalty. 
www.investopedia.com 
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don't abuse the system and that their customers are their top priority. And 
if you believe that, I have some unicorn shit to sell you." 

George felt dizzied by all this bleak and depressing information, but had 
nothing to add or challenge. Instead, he just fell silent and felt sad. 


3.3 Horseman # 2 - Rent Seeking (Money for Nothing) 


"Ready for the second horseman?" Ask the Director. 

"If I must," replied George, knowing he didn't really have a choice. 

"Well, this one is called the Rent Seeker!’ and I know that doesn't sound 
very scary, but it's probably the one I like the least." 

“Thinking about it, I was scared of the rent-seeking landlady who owned 
my first apartment in Brooklyn," recalled George, "But I wouldn't say she 
was a horseman of the apocalypse exactly. Though, come to think of it, 
she did have big teeth." 

"Well, in a small way, she falls into this category too, George, because 
Rent Extractors don't make anything of value; they don't contribute 
anything. They just cream off a rent every time we use the things they've 
monopolised." 

"Hmm?" Said George thoughtfully, still unsure why this was such a bad 
thing. 


15 A "Rent Seeker" refers to an individual or business, which tries to improve its riches at the 
expense of society increasing one's wealth without generating any more wealth. 

www. wallstreetoasis.com 

“Rent-Extraction” refers to the process of extracting economic rents from a market or 
economy without contributing significant value in return. www.youtube.com 

Rent Seeking By David R. Henderson www.econlib.org 
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"Well, I'm sure you know what it feels like to be on the wrong end of a 
game of Monopoly when your opponent has all the best properties? 

"I know that feeling,” confirmed George. "It isn't good, and there's nothing 
you can do about it." 

"Well, Capitalist Rent Extractors are playing Monopoly on a global scale: 
Every time you land on one of their properties, you have to sell some of 
your own assets just to stay in the game." 

The Director thought for a while to see if he could come up with a better 
analogy. “So, imagine you live on one side of the river, and you have to 
cross a bridge to get to work." 

"OK, I get it," agreed George, wondering where this was going. 

"Well, imagine if the Mayor decides to sell the bridge to a Rent Seeker 
because he needs money to build a new hospital and he’s been made an 
offer he can't refuse." 

"OK," agreed George, still unsure what this was about. 

"So the Mayor builds the hospital, and the Rent Seeker - who has now 
become a Rent Extractor - charges a toll every time you use his bridge." 
"Ah!" Said George, “I know this scenario. Like every time I land on 
Liverpool Street Station and I have to pay £10.” 

“Exactly!” Said the Director. “And every year, the price for crossing the 
bridge goes up because the Rent Extractor has a monopoly because he 
now owns all the bridges." 

"That is a problem,” agreed George, "but at least we have a hospital, and 
the Rent Extractor has to maintain the bridge." 

"That's true", agreed the Director, "and that's a good point, but the Rent 
Extractor is now making far more profit from the bridge than it costs to 
maintain it, and before long, he'll use that profit to make the Mayor 


another offer, and he'll buy the hospital too!" 
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"Just like in Monopoly!" exclaimed George, now understanding the 
analogy. 

“Quite so!" Replied the Director, relieved that George had got the point. 
"And the thing to understand is that the Rent Seeker only bought the 
bridge because he'd made his money from charging rent on other assets, 
and nothing he does adds value to society. He's just finding new ways to 
extract money from us.” 

“So, he’s basically a parasite!” George exclaimed. 

“Exactly!” Agreed the Director. “Rent Extractors are everywhere 
dominating our lives. Big Tech has monopolised how we access on-line 
services, Financial Institutions dominate the economy and san therefore 
influence financial regulation that allow them to charge excessive fees. 
Likewise, Big Pharma delays the entry of cheaper generic alternatives 
through patents and Energy Companies are the cornerstone of the stock- 
market so benefit from government subsidies, tax breaks, and regulatory 
loopholes and Utilities such as electric and water companies operate as 
regulated monopolies, which lets them charge monopoly prices and earn 
excess profits without competitive pressure. 

“T guess it’s easy when you have friends in high places.” Mused George. 
“Take Spotify for example.” Continued the Director. “They charge a rent 
every time you listen to a song on their platform. Microsoft takes a rent 
every time you renew your software subscription. Facebook takes a 
rent..." 

"I get the picture." Interjected George, now feeling happy that he’d 
grasped the concept. "The one I hate the most is Ticketmaster. They don't 
seem to do anything to make the process of buying a ticket easier. They 
just charge you for getting in the way and making the buying of a ticket 


more complicated." 
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“Yep, but that doesn't stop the bastards from telling us how grateful we 
ought to be for what they do for us" added the Director. "I pay a fortune to 
Murdoch every month just so I can watch my piddling little Raith Rovers 
football team on a Saturday. And then I not only pay him rent for this 
utterly over-the-top, hyperbolic service, but then I also have to watch his 
endless, mindless betting adverts as well. I’m paying him for the privilege 
of watching his fucking adverts! It drives me up the wall!” 

This made George laugh out loud, yet somehow sympathetically. 

"Most of the time, Rent Seekers are just lazy middlemen, making money 
off ordinary people who could enjoy life perfectly well without them; 
ordinary people who might otherwise be spending their wages on useful 
things like clothing and food. The worst thing is this Rent Seeker business 
model is all based on finding ways to make people pay for things that they 
could otherwise get for free. Which is why they hate the NHS. They would 
love to make money out of people being sick.” 

“Just like they do in the States.” Confirmed George, remembering the 
times he’d spent a small fortune for a simple medical procedure. 

"Can you smell something?" asked the Director, changing the subject 
rather abruptly. 

A little surprised, George took a deep breath of the damp night air. "I can 
smell the Thames," he said. "It's a little funky I guess." 

"That's right," replied the Director, pleased that George had taken the bait. 
"The river smells like shit because it's choked with sewerage. You see, 
back in 1989, Margaret Thatcher, in her Milton Friedman frenzy, sold 


Thames Water to private investors !6. It's now owned by GRiFTers from all 


‘6 In charts: how privatisation drained Thames Watet’s coffers www.theguardian.com 
England’s privatised water: profits over people and planet www.bmj.com 
The Standard View: Failing Thames Water has been rinsing us all www.standard.co.uk 


136 


Gramskii 


over the world, including pension funds. You know, the Global 
Corporations I was just talking about - the outfits that squirrel away their 
profits in tax havens. 

"None of them have any interest in providing a vital service. They simply 
bought Thames as a way to make easy money. They'll employ the same 
people who worked there before - though they probably fired a few of 
them to cut corners - they’ll invest the minimum possible to keep it all 
going, and they'll spend a lot of money on PR to convince us of what a 
great job they're doing. And then they'll put their prices up, and their 
customers will have no choice but to pay it.” 

“Leaches!” Shouted George, warming to his parasite theme. 

"By the way, Russia is what you'd call a rentier state !’, as all of its assets 
are now owned by the Aleptocrats!8 who grabbed whatever they could 
when the Soviet Union collapsed. The oligarchs now rent those assets 
back to the Russian people and launder the profits they make, mostly 
through the City of London, I'm ashamed to say.” 

"And that's how Rent Seeking and Extracting works. It's almost impossible 
to calculate how big the Rent Extractor economy is, but it just so happens 
the four largest global companies are Apple, Microsoft, Alphabet and 
Amazon, all of which make most of their income from the rent we pay to 


use their platforms. They don't take all your money at once; that would be 


17 Rentier State is a term used to describe a country whose economy is heavily dependent on 
revenues derived from rents or external sources, rather than from productive economic 
activities such as manufacturing or agriculture. Rentier states often exhibit certain political 
dynamics, such as authoritarianism, clientelism, or rent-seeking behaviour, that are influenced 
by the concentration of economic power in the hands of the state. Rentier Capitalism 
https://en. wikipedia.org 


18 Kleptocrat is a term used to describe a ruler, government official, or individual who uses 
2 > 


their political power to engage in corrupt practices and systematically steal or embezzle public 
funds or resources for personal gain. 
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too obvious. Instead, they go for a slow drip, drip, drip until they've 
sucked you dry. Call me old-fashioned, but I was always taught to value 
things that were made with love and skill and which offered real benefits. 
Rent Extracting offers none of that. It takes advantage of its monopolies, 
creaming off trillions from the limited wages of the working class, mostly 
out of getting in the way and making a nuisance of themselves, and just 
like this shitty old river, I think that stinks. 

"Nothing in this life is certain except death, taxes and online 
subscriptions”, observed George drily. "This is really starting to creep me 
out. It's like the Invasion of the Body Snatchers /9, where everyone's out 
for my soul. Now that you've pointed out these ghouls, I can see just how 
insidious they are." 

"Insidious! That's a brilliant way to describe them!" congratulated the 
Director in resigned agreement. "You'd think they'd be ashamed of how 
they make their money given they're basically just glorified pimps. But, of 
course, they aren't ashamed at all; they're proud of themselves because it 
has made them unimaginably rich, and they’ve done it through very little 
effort of their own. But this is how a hyper-capitalist GRiFTer society 


works and that's all that matters. 


3.4. Horseman # 3 - Financialisation (Take that Money and 
Run) 


“Pointless middlemen." Repeated George, doubling down on his disgust. 


"I'm almost afraid to ask, but what's this Financialisation about then?” 


19 "Invasion of the Body Snatchers" is a classic science fiction horror film released in 1956, 
directed by Don Siegel in which alien seed pods land on Earth and replace humans with 
emotionless duplicates while they sleep. These duplicates are exact physical copies of the 
original humans but lack any individuality or emotions. https://en. wikipedia.org 
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“Well, I'm glad you asked," smiled the Director in appreciation of this 
good-natured gesture. "This is a biggie, so buckle up.” 

George literally mimed the act of putting on a seat belt and making a 
clunk-click sound, while looking determined and ready for action. 
“Without wanting to get too technical about this, Financialisation is 
actually a form of Rent Extraction.” 

"Really?" asked George, a little surprised. "If it's just more Rent 
Extraction, why do you consider it a separate horseman?" 

"An excellent question, George," replied the Director, slightly surprised by 
this intelligent query. Perhaps he'd underestimated the American? 

"I did think about that when I was writing the screenplay", explained the 
Director, "but in reality, all four horsemen are a sort of Russian Doll, each 
fitting inside the other. It's an ecosystem where GRiFTers keep us in the 
dark and exploit us whenever the opportunity arises!” 

"God, that sounds dramatic!" Exclaimed George. "You're going all Matrix 
on me again!" 

"Well, let me explain it, and then you can decide if I'm over-exaggerating.” 
"Be my guest: Convince me." Invited George amiably. 

“Financialisation 79 describes how the world economy is now dominated 
by GRiFTers looking for ways to make money out of money. Well, 
George, I'm sure you know how bankers make their money? They 
certainly don't just sit on a pile of cash and hand out dollar bills when you 


cash a cheque." 


20 Financialisation refers to the growing influence of financial markets, institutions, and 
motives in the operation of domestic and international economies. It involves the increasing 
dominance of financial activities, such as investment, speculation, and financial engineering, 
over traditional economic activities related to production and consumption. 
Financialisation: A Primer https://www.tni.org 
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"I haven't cashed a check, as we say in the States, since 2004!" Laughed 
George, "But I know what you mean." 

"Well, exactly, but as Alice explained in our film, banks make money out 
of speculating, which is just another word for gambling. You think a horse 
will win the 2:30 at Kempton Park, so you bet $5 on it, and if it wins, you 
get $20 back. It's exactly the same for stocks and shares. You think the war 
in Ukraine will make oil prices jump, so you buy $5 worth of shares in 
Tesla. If you're right, and there's a bloody stalemate that causes the price 
of oil to go up, then the stock price of electric cars will also go up, and the 
$5 of Tesla you own is now worth $100. Result: Happiness. 
Congratulations! You've just made $95 out of thin air, and that's what you 
call financialisation. You made money out of money. 

"But that's just how banks operate," observed George. There's nothing 
wrong with that. If people couldn't borrow money from a bank, they 
wouldn't be able to start a business and make their own living. That's just 
the way the economy works." 

"You're right,’ agreed the Director, "That's certainly how it worked in the 
old days, but the Big Bang, bank deregulation and the internet have turned 
the entire world economy into a super-nova of global speculation. 

"When banks used to make money buying and selling physical things, 
now they're only interested in making money out of money. It's easier and 
less messy, and there's more money to be made there. 

"And it's not just the high street banks. These days, there are investment 
banks, insurance companies, pension funds, city traders, currency traders, 
hedge funds, private equity firms, global investors, and sovereign wealth 
funds, all up to their grubby necks, making as much money from the 


money they already own, as they possibly can. And don't get me started on 
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the Global Investment Management Companies ?!. Oh, if only they’d 
called themselves Partners, that way, their acronym would be G/MP - 
which would just about sum up these fabulously rich deviants with an 
unhealthy fetish for money.” 

At this, George let out a snort of suppressed delight before asking, “So 
who are these GIMPS, pray tell?” 

“Oh my god, these are the likes of Blackrock 22, which manages the money 
from pension funds and individuals who want to make more money from 
the huge amount of money they already own. To go back to my earlier 
horse racing analogy, Blackrock and their ilk are a sort of incredibly 
wealthy and privileged bookmaker, placing bets on behalf of their clients. 
Only, instead of putting $5 on the favourite at Kempton, they gamble with 
over $1ltrillion a year, making their money from playing the Capitalist 
system. Rather cosily, they also advise governments about what’s 
happening with the world economy. 

“A couple of years ago, the head of Blackrock, a guy called Larry Fink, 
had an attack of the vapours and let it be known that he was now more 
likely to invest in a company that could demonstrate it was 
environmentally friendly. As a result, a whole new industry called ESG , 
which I mentioned before with regards Unilever, sprang up to help 


multinationals clean up their act. ESG, if you remember, stands for 


21 A global investment management company is a financial institution that specialises in 
managing investment portfolios on behalf of institutional investors, high-net-worth 
individuals, and retail clients. 

The 10 Largest Investment Management Companies Worldwide 
www.thebalancemoney.com 


22 BlackRock is one of the world's largest investment management companies, offering a 
wide range of investment products and services to institutional and individual investors 
worldwide. Founded in 1988 and headquartered in New York City, BlackRock has grown to 
become a global leader in asset management, with operations in more than 30 countries and 
over $10 trillion in assets under management. www.blackrock.com 


141 


THE DRAGON AND THE HUMMINGBIRD 


Environmental, Social and Governance 73. Some hope of that. Rather than 
see this as an opportunity to help the planet, these multinationals, with the 
help of their ESG consultants, simply developed new ways to cheat the 
system, particularly with a loophole called Carbon Trading. Eventually, 
Fink realised it was impossible to tell who was green and who was just 
greenwashing 74. So he threw in the towel, and everything reverted back to 
stinking Capitalist normality. And, meanwhile, average global 
temperatures continued to rise. 

"Carbon Trading 75 is a good example of how the rules and regulations 
don't apply in the world of finance. If there’s a profit to be made, the 
GRiFTers will simply make up new rules to justify their reasons for 
exploiting it. Take those subprime products I mentioned earlier, which 
were just a childish way of bundling up bad debts and magically turning 
them into bankable assets. This is just one of the thousands of schemes 


that fall under the derivatives 76 banner, such as futures, swaps, and 


23 Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) refers to a wide range of environmental, 
social, and governance issues that are considered relevant to assessing a company's long-term 
financial performance, risk profile, and societal impact. Companies prioritise ESG issues to 
help with long-term value creation, reputation management, and stakeholder trust. 

An Inconvenient Truth About ESG Investing by Sanjai Bhagat https://hbr.org 


24 Greenwashing refers to the practice of misleadingly portraying products, services, or 
corporate activities as environmentally friendly or sustainable when, in reality, they may not be 
as environmentally beneficial as claimed. Explainer: Greenwashing: deception and vague 
promises that do not help the environment www.reuters.com 


25 Carbon Trading provides financial incentives for companies to reduce their emissions 
through buying and selling emission allowances in a regulated carbon market. They can trade 
their surplus allowances if they emit less than their allocated limit or purchase additional 
allowances if they exceed their limit. How does carbon trading work? www.weforum.org 


26 Derivatives are financial instruments whose value is derived from the value of an 
underlying asset, index, or reference rate. These instruments are used for hedging, speculation, 
and investment purposes, allowing investors to manage tisk, gain exposure to different 
markets, and potentially enhance returns. Derivatives: A Primer https://treasurytoday.com 
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options, all of which are too complicated and, frankly, too dull to go into 
detail about. The important thing to know about all of them is that they're 
just different ways to magic money out of thin air, which is ironic, because 
these genius economists and bankers like to see themselves as rational and 
level-headed, making decisions based on facts and numbers. But don't be 
fooled. It’s just a mirage wrapped in a three-piece suit and red braces. 
These hard-headed businessmen claim to deal in facts, yet, at the same 
time, they are happy to entertain ideas like Quantitative Easing 27, (which 
is really just a euphemism for printing money), and Jnvisible Hands and 
Animal Spirits 28, none of which would be out of place in a children’s fairy 
story. Yet when their precious capitalism is criticised or attacked and 
someone suggests a Circular Economy? or Degrowth? as a potential 
alternative, they throw a hissy fit and claim that ideas of this sort are pure 


fantasy. Well, they can’t have it both ways.” 


27 Quantitative Easing (QE) involves buying ‘bonds’ (in the UK known as ‘gilts’) which are 
a form of TOU’. Between 2009 and 2020, the Bank of England bought £895 billion worth 
of bonds using money it created digitally (from what it called ‘central bank reserves’) in order 
to stimulate the economy. This undoubtedly benefitting asset owners and investors more than 
savers of wage earners. What is quantitative easing? www.bankofengland.co.uk 


28 Animal Spirits is a term coined by the British economist John Maynard Keynes he used to 
describe irrational economic decision-making which contribute to fluctuations in economic 
activity and cause things like Financial Bubbles. Animal Spirits: Meaning, Definition in 
Finance, and Examples www.investopedia.com 


29 A Circular Economy is an economic system designed to minimise waste, maximise 
resource efficiency, and promote sustainable consumption and production practices. Unlike 
the traditional economy, which follows a "take-make-dispose" model of production and 
consumption, a circular economy aims to keep resources and materials in use for as long as 
possible, through recycling, reusing, remanufacturing, and repurposing. 

What is a circular economy? www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org 


30 Degrowth is an economic movement that advocates a deliberate reduction in economic 
production and consumption levels to achieve social and ecological sustainability. 
Degrowth — what's behind the economic theory and why does it matter right now? 
www.weforum.org 
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“Sounds like the Mad Hatters Tea Party!” Said George, perceptively, still 
plodding along beside him 

“You’re so right.” Agreed the Director turning to look at George. “These 
days, Wall Street and the City of London are more like scenes from Lewis 
Carroll than a serious place of work where rational grown-ups have our 
best interests at heart.” 

At this point, George checked his Richard Mille again, like a White Rabbit 
hoping the restaurant would still be open when they got there. 
"Financialisation just describes how the GRiFTers have got their finger 
into every little corner of our lives, from the water we drink to the fossil 
fuels we burn and the personal data they harvest from us. Walk down any 
high street and look at all of those stores and supermarkets. You might 
think of them as individual businesses, but, in fact, most of them are 
owned by investment companies with about as much interest in high street 
retail as I have in the Kardashians. All they're interested in is a business’s 
Return on Investment 3!. And, as I’ve said already, these returns can be 
improved through greater efficiencies such as redundancies, automation 
and cheaper raw materials. And you can now add to that a trend I’ve 
spotted recently called shrinkflation.” 

“Shrinkflation?” Asked George, bemused. 

“Yeah, shrinkflation - when, instead of putting up the prices, a lot of 
retailers now just do sneaky things with their packaging, which makes a 
box of detergent or a tube of toothpaste or a bar of chocolate look the same 
size when, actually, it might be 10% smaller.” 


“So?” Asked George, still uncertain of why this was bad. 


31 Return on Investment (ROJ) is a financial metric used to evaluate the profitability or 
efficiency of an investment relative to its cost. It measures the return or gain generated from 
an investment compated to the initial investment amount, expressed as a percentage or ratio. 
ROI: Return on Investment https://www.investopedia.com 
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“So, now the sneaky fucking supermarket is charging the same amount for 
a product that’s got 10% less in it!” 

“The sneaky fuckers...” said George quietly to himself as the penny 
dropped. 

It’s just the latest cynical way to keep their profits growing. And what do 
they do with these extra profits? They squirrel them away in their off- 
shore tax havens, contributing as little as possible to the customers they’ ve 
just ripped off. In the world of GRiFTing, there's nothing that can't be 
exploited for financial gain. It’s called the commodification of life.” 
“Sneaky fuckers... ” Repeated George, still trying to get over this latest 
revelation. 

"Financialisation has taken over the world George, and technology is 
driving it further from our day-to-day reality. High-frequency trading uses 
powerful computers and algorithms that trade stocks and shares in 
fractions of a second. The goal is to exploit market volatility and make a 
tiny profit on each transaction over a very short period. It’s a crazy way to 
make money, but it now makes up about two-thirds of all financial activity 
on the planet. And, of course, humans don’t get a look in.” 

“The Matrix!” Blurted George in surprised recognition. 

“T told you!” replied the Director, with a hollow laugh. “In the 1980s, on 
average a share was held for four months. Now they’re held for less than a 
second and no-one is regulating this market. It's a place where physical 
things are not built for their inherent value or their utility for society but 
for the amount they can be bought, sold, speculated on or rented out and 
all without us humans having any say in the matter.” 

"And, of course, this is where the multinational GRiF Ting corporations 
make their money, contributing to the deception, muddying the waters, 


moving their cash and resources around the world, playing with digital 
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money that governments can't keep track of, and making sure they pay as 
little tax as possible. 

"And that, George, is Financialisation." 

The Director paused for breath. Whenever he reminded himself of this 
shit-show world he now lived in, it always pushed him into a sloth of 
depression. The two friends continued to walk silently for a couple of 


minutes, staring at the lights reflected in the river. 


3.9 Horseman # 4 - Tax Evasion (Getting Away With It) 


Eventually, George broke the silence. “That stinks!" He said. 

"The river or the GRif'Ters?" asked the Director, somewhat amused. 
"Both!" replied George, "But mostly the GRiFTers. The river shouldn't 
stink. We shouldn't be polluting rivers in this day and age. That was 
something we did a hundred years ago. I thought society was supposed to 
be evolving but we seem to be going backwards." 

"We ARE going backwards," confirmed the Director. "Since the Big Bang, 
the GRiFTers have taken over the world, turning it into a dehumanised 
financial space of balance sheets divorced from reality. 

"They don't care about rivers or fish. They don't even care about climate 
change and the fact that it will soon be killing us. All they're interested in 
is profit. Capitalism really is like HAL from 2001. We've given it enough 
power to do as it pleases, and it won't stop until we're all dead. There's no 
'OFF' switch for Capitalism." 

"So what can we do about it?" asked George respectfully, hoping for the 


elusive answer the Director still seemed unwilling to reveal. 
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"I honestly believe I've found its Achilles Heal" replied the Director in a 
matter-of-fact way, "But I hope you don't mind if I take one more minute 
to describe this last horseman?" 

"Oh, of course. I was so pissed off after the first three, I almost forgot 
there’s a fourth!” replied George, almost cheerfully. 

"Thanks," acknowledged the Director, "because unless we understand 
what we're up against, we might not be angry enough to want to stop it." 
"Agreed." Confirmed George, accepting the Director's reasoning. 

"OK, this last nasty little horseman is called Zax Evasion 32, which is fairly 
self-explanatory but has become an industrial-scale global scandal on 
steroids. At least, it ought to be a scandal, but the reality is, everyone now 
seems to just take it for granted, which is probably an even bigger scandal. 
“When you think about it, it’s pretty weird and frankly disgusting that 
there are such things as tax havens 73. I mean, they are special places 
where rich people are allowed to put their money so they don't have to 
help out the people who made them rich in the first place. It's sick. But it's 
normalised. 

"As I've said already, thanks to all the Globalisation, Rent Extraction and 


Financialisation, it's no longer possible to keep track of who owns what 


32 Tax Evasion - the illegal practice of deliberately underreporting income, inflating 
deductions, or concealing assets to reduce tax liability and evade paying taxes owed to the 
government. HMRC has not charged a single company over tax evasion under 
landmark legislation www.theguardian.com 


3A Tax Haven is a jurisdiction or country that offers financial secrecy to individuals and 
businesses seeking to minimise their tax liabilities, shelter assets, or engage in tax avoidance 
and evasion and are often criticised for facilitating money laundering, corruption, illicit 
financial flows, and other activities that undermine the integrity of the global financial system, 
erode public trust in institutions, and exacerbate social inequalities. They operate within a 
global network of intermediaries and professional service providers, to minimise taxes and 
maximise profits. List of the world's most notorious tax havens www. worlddata.info 
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and this, conveniently, makes it far easier for unethical individuals and 
corporations to hide their money away. 

"They take the rent they extract from us, but instead of paying taxes on 
that rent, as any reasonable, responsible, law-abiding, socially conscious 
individual might do, they quietly slip off to the Cayman Islands to stash 
their swag away where no one can see it. 

“Bastards.” Said George once again, although, in his defence, it didn't 
sound too bad in an American accent. 

The Director nodded. "Tax Evasion has become an art form and, given the 
number of creative accountants they pay to find loopholes to get around 
the rules, I’m surprised one of them hasn’t won the Turner Prize! It’s a 
game of cat and mouse, where they’ll use third parties, obscure tax laws 
and elaborate subsidiaries in low-tax regions, amongst other wheezes, to 
evade what any decent individual would feel it their duty to pay. But those 
rules are for the little people and obviously, don't apply to GRiFTers. 

“So the cat’s really a Bengal Tiger and the mouse is a... a... mouse.” 
Suggested George, realising his analogy may not be perfect. 

“Quite,” agreed the Director, sympathetically. “And the explosion in the 
digital economy and cryptocurrencies makes it all the easier for them to 
cheat the system. No one knows how much is lost to corporate tax 
evasion, but it's at least half a trillion dollars a year. But, instead of putting 
these tax dodgers in jail, as they would an ordinary citizen who’d filled in 
his tax return wrong, governments essentially turn a blind eye And all of 
this nefarious activity is protected by the cultural hegemony that stops us 
from asking too many difficult questions." 

"The Heggy, what now?" Asked George quizzically. 

“Hegemony, George. It's a Wizard of Oz sort of thing, but I'll come to that 


in a minute.” 
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4: Hammersmith To Battersea - 


WALK ON BY 


4.1: A Hard Rain’s A-Gonna Fall 
(late-stage Capitalism) 


"Jeez!" blurted George, exasperated by this anti-capitalist onslaught. "How 
am I supposed to handle all of this information? If half of what you're 
telling me is true, I'd have to believe I'm not who I think I am. I'm just a 
puppet of a mysterious master race. I hate to repeat myself, but you do 
seem to be trying to convince me I've been abducted by the Matrix again." 
"I don't know what to tell you, George. You've just made a pretty good 
summary of what I'm saying!" Confirmed The Director with a cynical 


chuckle. "I understand that it's almost too much to take in. And if we 
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assume for a moment that what I'm saying is accurate, we have to ask 
ourselves why we allowed ourselves to get here. " 

“T agree," said George thoughtfully, now beginning to wonder if there was 
anything he could rely on anymore. 

"But that's why I needed to tell you the whole story because if you only 
hear part of it, you wouldn't believe me!" Explained the Director once 
more. 

"You'd assume that if things were really this bad, the government would 
have stepped in by now and clamped down on it. After all, Capitalism 
clearly isn’t playing by the rules, and their psychotic behaviour is 
damaging the fabric of society, so why do we let them get away with it? 
Well, if that’s what you’re wondering, I'm afraid I've got news for you 
because, far from trying to stop these GRiFTers, the politicians are more 
than happy to help them out.” 

"What's wrong with these people?" asked George, exasperated. "Don't they 
have enough money already?" 

"Marx predicted all this way back in 1840. He could see that Capitalism 
would probably collapse under the weight of the social inequality it 
created. Later, other Marxist theorists added to his list the 
commodification of culture !, the rise of consumerism and the need for 
increasingly authoritarian governments to suppress dissent. 

"It isn't too difficult to make the philosophical case that Capitalism is, in 
its purest sense, intrinsically undemocratic, because it is simply a 
mechanism for generating profit. It has no objective other than that and 


therefore, has no moral dimension. As such, there's always a tension 


! The commodification of culture refers to the process by which cultural practices, 
traditions, or expressions ate transformed into commodities and bought and sold for profit. 
Living in a material world: The Commodification of Culture https://reflect.ucl.ac.uk 
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between ordinary people who just want a fulfilling life and the Elite who 
are pathologically driven to accumulate wealth. All of which inevitably 
leads to where we find ourselves now, which some like to call Late Stage 
Capitalism. 

George wasn’t sure what this meant, but he didn't like the sound of it. 
“And no matter how hard the GRiFTers try to paper over the cracks, they 
just can't hide the societal dysfunction. Just look at the unsustainable 
levels of poverty and unemployment which have brought on an opioid 
crisis in the USA where people use drugs to escape their grim reality. 
"How ironic!" Commented George. 

"What's that?" asked the Director, surprised by George's intervention. 
"Well, wasn't it Marx who said, Religion was the opium of the people? 
2asked George. 

“Yes, it was!” replied the Director, a little taken aback. "Did you learn that 
in school?" 

"No, it was a line from Bill and Ted's Excellent Adventure" explained 
George, deadpan. "But I took it to mean that Marx was referring to opium 
as a pain reliever and that the proletariat 3 resorted to religion in the same 
way, to take away the pain of their miserable lives." 

The Director was dumbfounded by George's dialectic analysis and vowed 
never to dismiss Bill & Ted again. 

"But why is that ironic?" asked the Director, still reeling. 

"Well, in Marx's day, religion may have been the opium of the people, but 


in modern America, it’s opioids that is their new religion." 


2 What did Marx mean by "religion is the opium of the masses”? www.cnotes.com 


3 Proletariat refers to the social class of industrial workers who must sell their labour to 
capitalist employers in exchange for wages or salaries. The term is central to the Marxist 
analysis of class struggle and capitalist society. 

Proletariat (Working Class) www.oxfordbibliographies.com 
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"Ha! Beautifully put," was all the Director could think to say, beguiled by 
George's innocent take on life. 

Getting back to business, the Director picked up his narrative again. "All 
this goes with the increase in violent crime and a terrible rise in mental 
health issues, especially among the young; falling educational standards, 
increased homelessness, growing racial inequality and the general decay in 
infrastructure such as roads, public transport and schools. Not to mention 
an electorate that has given up voting for governments they think are all 
the same.” 

"And TRUMP!" Shouted George 

“Exactly!" Agreed the Director. "What better evidence of a society rotting 
from the head down, than an orange reality TV character being elected its 
president! Not forgetting the accelerated destruction of the ecosystem he 
wants to bring about, while denying the science that explains why this will 
kill him.” 

"And that's what I mean when I talk about Late-Stage Capitalism 4. It's the 
death throes of a deeply compromised and corrupted system.” 

For a moment, George thought about the three Porsche’s sitting in his 
garage and the private doctor he saw every week to provide his anti- 
depressants. It made him feel guilty. 

Winding things up, the Director went on: 

"You think that the Great Depression of the '30s, the Sub-Prime Crash of 
2008 and the climate crisis we're now fighting might have been enough to 


make us question this highly unstable system we’re still clinging on to, but 


4 Late-Stage Capitalism describes a state of extreme wealth inequality, economic instability, 
social unrest, and systemic contradictions. It suggests that capitalism has reached a point of 
decline where its inherent contradictions and injustices become unsustainable. 

We live in a time of ‘late capitalism,' but what does that mean? And what's so late 
about it? https://phys.org 
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not a bit of it. Despite all this, it's business as usual. Whatever happened to 
the three strikes and you're out rule? Isn't it time we began exploring 
alternatives?" 

"It doesn't seem too much to ask" agreed George. 

"But there's a reason we don't, which I'll now quickly explain." said the 
Director. "And after that, I promise we'll move on to something more 
positive. Something I believe is a nice, gentle, uplifting, and achievable 
solution that can save all of our skins. Up for that, George?" 


George nodded. This was a teasing cliffhanger he couldn't refuse. 


4.2: Everybody Hurts 


"So with Frankenstein rampaging across the countryside, forcing us serfs 
to cower in our hovels, high on opioids, in fear of school shootings or of 
simply breaking a leg and being unable to afford the medical bills, you'd 
think there'd be more of us asking whether Capitalism had something to 
do with it." 

"You'd think.” Agreed George. 

"So what’s your theory as to why we don't?" Asked the Director, looking 
over to see George, still plodding along the towpath like the slow but loyal 
carthorse Boxer from Animal Farm 5, 

"Beats me," shrugged George, “But I've got a feeling it might have 
something to do with that Heggy thing?" 


5 Boxer in George Orwell's "Animal Farm" (1947) is the loyal, hardworking, simple-minded, 
trusting and ultimately exploited cart-horse. 
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"Very good, George, very good! I'll make an anarcho-syndicalist © out of 
you yet." Laughed the Director, enjoying himself. "Maybe if you'd been 
more of a political junkie or you'd studied economics at university, you'd 
already know about this, but most ordinary folks rarely hear reasoned 
criticism of the Capitalist system. Partly, that's because we're just too busy 
putting food on the table and getting by, but it's also because, in many 
ways, we just like things the way they are. We enjoy watching adverts on 
the telly, thinking about which new iPhone we should buy, and deciding 
where to go on our holidays. We’re essentially signed-up members of the 
Capitalist system. 

“As I've said before, we prefer feeling safe and warm under our duvet 
rather than face the cold, hard reality, and we're happy to keep taking the 
sleeping pills handed out like Smarties by the GRiFTers." 

"Smarties?" Asked George. 

"Never mind," replied the Director, not wanting to be knocked off course 
at this critical point in his story. 

"Is this the bit where you ask me to take the Red Pill or the Blue Pill?" 
laughed George. 

"Just because I'm paranoid doesn't mean they're not after me", responded 
the Director, equally amused. 

"But let me tell you about this Heggy thing George, and then you can 
make up your own mind about whether I’m crazy or not." 

"My mind will remain open like a parachute until you've had your say," 
reassured George. 


"Thanks, George, I appreciate that." Replied the Director sincerely. 


6 Anarcho-syndicalism is a political philosophy that combines principles of anarchism and 
syndicalism, which promotes workers' self-management, direct action, and the abolition of 
both the state and capitalism. 
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"OK, the first reason we don't think about this very much is because it 
never occurs to us. Which might seem a little odd, given what I've been 
saying about Capitalism for the last three hours." 

"Now I think of it, that does seem a little strange." Confirmed George, 
sounding curious. 

"Well, I know you're not a massively political person, George, but don't 
you think something this important should take up more of your time." 
"Definitely," agreed George. "I spend way more time watching TikTok and 
YouTube videos of idiots discussing celebrity boxing matches than 
thinking about politics or the climate, but even so." 

"You're not alone," reassured the Director. "I'm not surprised you haven't 
given it much thought. That's just the way it is, as it was so eloquently 
expressed by Bruce Hornsby and the Range 7in their 1986 classic. " 

The Director then burst into an out-of-tune rendition of the first couple of 
verses. 

"Standing in line marking time, waiting for the welfare dime 

‘Cause they can't buy a job. 

The man in the silk suit hurries by 

As he catches the poor old ladies' eyes just for fun, he says, 

“Get a job." 

That's just the way it is, 

Some things will never change 

That's just the way it is, 


5 


But don't you believe them...’ 


7 For those born after 1986 Bruce Hornsby is an American singet-songwriter and 
pianist. His biggest hit he has had to date, "The Way It Is" reached number one on 
the Billboard Hot 100 in December 1986. www.brucehornsby.com 
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George had a flash-back to his own dad singing this song (badly) when he 
was a kid, which made him warm even more to the Director. "I guess that's 
right.” Was all he could think of to say, relieved the Director had stopped. 
"Capitalism is everywhere," continued the Director, slowly building on his 
argument. "It dictates how we live our lives, how we feel when we go to 
work, how we relate to our bosses, how we plan our careers. That's how 
our parents made a living and how we expect our kids to do the same. 
Sure, every four or five years, we vote for a right or left-wing version of 
Capitalism, and we think that will make a difference, but really, they're 
just different flavours of the same TV dinner. 

"And if you had the imagination to think outside this construct, you'd be 
labelled an anarchist ° or a communist 9, and almost nobody does that 
because people would think you were a bit of a nutter and possibly a 
danger to society." 

"You can't say nutter these days," advised George judiciously. 

"You're right," agreed the Director, realising his error. "If you don't buy 
into the current political system that's either one form of Capitalism or 
another, you'd be considered a person with a potential mental health 
condition." 

"Better," nodded George approvingly. 

"Thanks," acknowledged the Director. "Because in our current society, it's 


easy to assume Capitalism is the only game in town, that there isn't any 


8 An anarchist is someone who advocates for the abolition of all forms of hierarchical 
authority, including the state, capitalism, and other systems of domination and coercion. 
What Is Anarchy? Definition and Examples www.thoughtco.com 


9 A communist is someone who seeks a classless, stateless society based on common 


ownership and the principles of equality, solidarity, and social justice. 
What Is Communism? Definition and Examples www.thoughtco.com 
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other sort of alternative out there and that it would be a waste of time to 
even think about such a thing. That's just the way it is." 

"Yes, I see!" interjected George quickly, keen to prevent the Director from 
bursting into another Bruce Hornsby medley. 

All of this talk about how things might not be all they seemed was 
beginning to disturb George's equilibrium. He'd been OK earlier when the 
Director was giving his history lesson, but over the past hour, as he’d been 
asked to speculate that Capitalism might not be all that it was claimed to 
be, he'd begun to feel he might have slipped into a sort of parallel universe 
where black was white and white was black. 

The Director could see from George's face that he'd unsettled his leading 
man. After all, George was a proud American, and he'd have spent his 
entire childhood saluting the flag and being warned that Communists were 
enemies of the state. So, suggesting Capitalism was a form of mind control 
was bound to be disconcerting. 

"Feeling OK, George?" Asked the Director sympathetically. "Thinking 
outside the box always feels unsettling at first, but don't worry, we're just 
spitballing here. Nothing terrible is going to happen. I won't report you to 
the Un-American Activities Committee !°. You're not going to be run out of 
Hollywood." 

George knew all about the Un-American Activities Committee, having 
appeared in a straight-to-video movie on the subject early in his career. As 
he reflected on this, he realised this conversation was exactly what would 
have got him blackballed back in the '50s. 


10 The Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC), was a committee which sat within the 
United States House of Representatives established in 1938. It was created to investigate 
alleged disloyalty and subversive activities by individuals or organisations suspected of having 
communist or fascist ties. 

HUAC www.history.com 
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"You don't think we'll be blacklisted for making the Dragon movie, do 
you?" Asked George earnestly, now concerned that his association with 
this particular Director might not be so great for his career. 

"Who can say?" Replied the Director playfully. “I think Clooney once 
worked with Ken Loach!!, and he still seems to find work" lied the 
Director in jest. 

This made George feel better despite having never heard of the guy. 

"But what this does show us, George, is just how pervasive this need to 
defend Capitalism is within a Capitalist system. The GRiFTers and their 
political stooges don't want you to explore alternatives to the system they 
make their money from. Orwell would have called that a Thoughtcrime !? . 
"And this is a good example of what I mean by that Heggy thing. The 
thing that Gramsci called Cultural Hegemony !3. Have you heard of 
Gramsci, George?”, asked the Director, not feeling optimistic. 

"Can't say as I have." Replied George, "Unless he was part of the 1950s 
Yankees team that won the World Series, which, given where this 
conversation is headed, I doubt." 

"No, he didn't play for the Yankees, though he was Italian like Joe 


DiMaggio, but I imagine the similarities end there." 


11 Ken Loach (born 17 June 1936) is a socialist film director and screenwriter. His critical 
directing style and socialism are evident in his film treatment of social issues such as poverty 
(Poor Cow, 1967), homelessness (Cathy Come Home, 1966), and labour rights (Riff-Raff, 
1991, and The Navigators, 2001). https://en.wikipedia.org 


12 ’Thoughtcrime appears in George Orwell's dystopian novel "1984" and refers to the 
criminalisation of thoughts and beliefs that are considered threatening to the ruling regime's 
ideology and authority. 

What is Thoughtcrime? https://bookanalysis.com 


13 Cultural Hegemony is a concept developed Antonio Gramsci to explain how the 
dominant class in society shapes and influences the prevailing culture, worldview, and social 
order in ways that reinforce its own interests and maintain its power and privilege. 

What Is Cultural Hegemony? www.thoughtco.com 
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"Oh well, it was a long shot," reflected George. "So tell me about 
Gramsci." 

“OK, well, Antonio Gramsci 14 was the founding member of the /talian 
Communist Party. He spent the last eleven years of his life in prison, 
where he'd been incarcerated by Mussolini. 

“Benito Mussolini !5 was a fascist dictator, which, as dictators go, is the 
worst kind. Anyway, Benny didn't much like Antonio’s ideas, which is 
hardly surprising given that Gramsci was trying to warn his compatriots 
that they were being groomed into loving Capitalism. He wanted them to 
realise what they were taught at school and what marketing and 
advertising was selling them as adults was a distorted version of reality. 
And he called this grooming and gaslighting Cultural Hegemony. 

"Ah - the hegemony!" Responded George knowingly. 

"That's right," confirmed the Director. "His ideas also explained how this 
hegemony made it difficult to think critically about Capitalism and why it 
felt weird to even doubt what Mussolini was selling them. Fifty years 
earlier, Marx had called this sort of thing false consciousness. Similarly, in 
1964, the German socialist philosopher Herbert Marcuse '6 described a 


"one-dimensional society, where people are encouraged to conform to a 


14 Antonio Gramsci (1891-1937) was an Italian Marxist theorist, philosopher, and politician. 
He is best known for his analysis of cultural and political hegemony, as well as his ideas on the 
role of intellectuals, the state, and civil society in revolutionary struggle. 

An Introduction to Gramsci’s Life and Thought www.internationalgramscisociety.org 


15 Benito Mussolini (1883-1945) founded the Fascist movement in Italy and was the 
country's dictator from 1922 to 1943. He played a key role in the transformation of Italy into 
a totalitarian state during the interwar period. He was captured by Italian partisans in April 
1945 and executed by firing squad, and his body was publicly displayed from a lamp-post in 
Milan. 


16 Herbert Marcuse (1898-1979) was a German-American philosopher, sociologist, and 


political theorist known for his influential critiques of capitalist society, consumer culture, and 
technology, as well as his advocacy for radical social change. 
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narrow range of values, with a focus on material possessions and 
immediate gratification". 

“More recently, the British philosopher, Mark Fisher called it Capitalist 
Realism !’ and suggested that it closed the mind to alternative economic 
systems and stifled political action. And that's exactly what Mussolini tried 
to do to Italian society in the 1930s. Obviously, he was keen to keep this to 
himself, perhaps sensing that if the working class ever found out, he'd 
swing from a lamppost. Funny how things work out... 

"So you see, George, criticising Capitalism isn't easy, not for Gramsci or 
Mark Fisher or Herbert Marcuse or me or you." 

"I'm afraid you're not making me feel any more comfortable," said 
George, sounding sanguine. 

"I can see that from your face." Replied the Director smiling. "Isn't it 
interesting how subversive thoughts like this can make us feel 
uncomfortable? It's hard to step outside our social conditioning. 
Capitalism really does have a sort of mind-control over us, and we really 
have been programmed to not ask too many questions." 

George was now deep in thought, mulling over the disorientating emotions 
this new information was stirring in him, and he wished the Director 
would just stop talking for a while to let this new information sink in. Or 
perhaps he wanted the Director to stop because part of him simply didn't 
want to think about it anymore. 


Unfortunately for George, the Director wasn’t about to stop now. 


17 Capitalist Realism suggests that capitalism is the only viable economic and political 
system, and that alternatives are inconceivable or impossible to achieve. Capitalist realism is 
characterised by a sense of resignation, cynicism, and acceptance of the status quo, even in the 
face of social, economic, and envitonmental crises. 

Capitalist Realism: Is There No Alternative? By Mark Fisher www.univ.ox.ac.uk 
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"Actually," continued the Director, "this is exactly why I made the Dragon 
film as an allegory in the first place. If I'd challenged Capitalism head-on, 
the studios would have turned it down - and I wouldn’t have blamed them. 
There just isn't an audience for this sort of story. The mainstream would 
rather not think about it. It’s too serious and depressing. 

"I ran the original script past a couple of producers, and they said it was 
too far-fetched and no one would be interested. So then, after some back- 
and-forth, it dawned on me that the only way I'd get it made would be to 
wrap it up in some sort of allegory and pretend it was about something 
else. That's how I reckoned I could draw the audience without making 
them squirm too much. Only afterwards do they realise the story was 
really about them. It's an old trick. There are loads of examples; Swift did 
it with Gulliver's Travels and Orwell did it with Animal Farm. 

It's just a tactic to get around the hegemony: To fly it under the radar 
without them realising you're criticising them. 

"It's difficult to pull off. How do you get an audience to see the problem 
when they're standing so close to it? Or, in the case of Capitalism, when 
they're up to their necks in it? No offence, George, but given that you'd 
actually been in my movie and still didn't understand it, I realise I really 
do have to spoon-feed these ideas if the eco-worriers are going to 
appreciate the deeper meaning." 

"Oh, no offence taken," replied George, somewhat offended. 

"So," the Director continued, "maybe it's a stroke of luck that we're now 
strolling along this towpath at ten-thirty at night, and I have the chance to 
lay out my thoughts in all their gory details." 

George nodded, though he wasn’t sure he agreed with this statement or 
not. Part of him felt as though he’d been ambushed, but then he 
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remembered he’d been the one to instigate the conversation, so perhaps he 
only had himself to blame. 

"But, if you allow me, I have one last coda to add." 

"Be my guest," replied George, unsure what a coda might be but hoping it 
didn't take long. 

"I'm no expert about this," continued the Director, “but I wonder whether 
Gramsci really appreciated just how deeply entangled his countrymen 
were in the Capitalist dream: That they weren’t just passive hostages but 
sort of willing collaborators, more than happy to keep popping those Soma 
pills and ignoring the cliff edge, just so long as they didn’t have to face 


reality.” 


4.3: Mad World 


"Interesting" replied George, aware that he'd soon be seeing the jolly lights 
of the Albert Bridge around the next bend in the river and, beyond that, his 
hotel, nestled within the awesome Battersea Power Station where he'd 
soon be having supper. 

The seemingly endless walk was almost over, and so too, he hoped, was 
the almost constant monologue he'd been listening to. And so, with 
renewed enthusiasm, George engaged with the Director's political 
hypothesis one last time. 

"So are we really so dumb as to not realise that Capitalism is just a giant 
Ponzi scheme?"!8 Asked George, hoping to show the Director that he'd 


understood the argument so far. 


18 A Ponzi scheme is a type of fraudulent investment scheme that promises high returns to 
investors with little or no risk. The scheme operates by using funds from new investors to pay 
returns to earlier investors, rather than generating legitimate profits through productive 
investments or business activities. 
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"Sadly, my friend, as I said right at the start of the evening, I'm afraid we 
are. And on top of that, we're lazy, and we don't want to have to think. And 
on top of that, we're hubristic, so we assume we're somehow immune to 
the bad things heading our way. Other than that, yep, I think we're in great 
shape!" 

"That's a pretty bleak view, Sir, if you don't mind me saying. If that's all 
true, are you sure we're worth saving?" 

"Interesting question," responded the Director. "I sometimes wonder if the 
Earth is really generating a fever just to kill off its human virus. And part 
of me doesn't blame it if it is.” 

“But are we worth saving? It’s something I've asked myself quite a few 
times. It's true that I often consider us to be a despicable species, but then 
I'll be sitting on the tube or something, and I'll see a simple act of 
kindness, and I'll wonder at how miraculous we are. It reminds me that, 
given the right conditions, the world could be at a beautiful point in its 
evolution. So I keep going." 

"I agree,” said George sincerely, making the Director want to hug him. 
"But, if an alien were to drop in on Earth tomorrow," continued the 
Director, squashing flat what might have been a beautiful moment, "they'd 
probably think we were part of some sort of bizarre death cult." 

"Really?" questioned George. "You're comparing Capitalism to a cult 
now? 

"I know it sounds wild, but hear me out because, when you think about it, 
it isn't so crazy. It's just the hegemony that stops us from seeing it. 

"Go on," replied George sceptically. "You're going to have to work hard to 


convince me on this one." 
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"OK," replied the Director, accepting the challenge. "Capitalism certainly 
bares many of the hallmarks of a stone-cold cult. 19 Think about it for a 
minute: First of all, cult members never recognise they are in a cult." 
“True, but that’s maybe because they’re also NOT PART OF A CULT!” 
Laughed George, “But keep going, I'm still listening." 

"OK, well how about the fact that a cult sets up an Us vs. Them situation, 
so you'll be treated with hostility if you don't support the cult. You'll be 
called a communist or something and cast out of society. I think we've 
agreed that's also the case with Capitalism." 

"I guess." Replied George, still highly dubious of the Director’s argument 
but unable to refute this particular observation. 

"What's more, cults also go in for emotional manipulation, with the cult 
leader often brainwashing their followers, making it difficult to be critical 
of their actions. And, if you agree with Gramsci about the hegemony, that's 
what Capitalism does through its marketing, advertising, and education. 

"I guess that's also true,” confirmed George grudgingly, his scepticism 
gradually draining away. 

"The other reason it's challenging to think of Capitalism as a cult is 
because it's part of the mainstream and, on the whole, cults tend to be on 
the outside of the mainstream looking in, rather than inside looking out. 
But maybe Capitalism is just the world's most successful cult. One which 
has taken over the mainstream and doesn't allow minority groups to so 
much as whisper there might be something wrong here?” 


we 


"I guess that's also true"" agreed George again, beginning to see this 


wasn't such a crazy comparison after all. 


19 A cult is a social group or movement characterised by devotion to a particular leader, 
ideology, belief system, or set of practices that are often regarded as unconventional, 
extremist, or outside the mainstream of society. Cults typically exhibit elements of intense 
devotion, charismatic leadership, group conformity, and isolation from mainstream society. 
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“Yes, and it's also true, George, that cults set up false narratives. GRiFTers 
do this through the client politicians they fund, lobby or just outright bribe 
to warn us of the threats from immigration, socialism, criminal gangs and 
the rest of it. Listen to the politicians and you'd think everyone is out to 
steal your money through taxes or abuse your good-will through crime.” 
George had now stopped trying to argue. 

"But finally, and most importantly," pressed the Director, "cults 
manipulate their members into thinking that all sorts of crazy ideas are 
perfectly normal." 

"Such as?" Asked George, still clinging to a thread of scepticism. 

"Well, take your average high-flying corporate exec," suggested the 
Director. "When you think about it, isn't it bizarre that the same person 
will behave in a totally different way, depending on whether they're at 
home or at work? 

"At home, this person will be kind and loving towards their family, and 
happy to lend a hand in their local community. They might even help out 
with charity fundraising, just like the rest of us. But sit them behind a desk 
in their smoked glass office, and they become cut-throat, competitive 
business sharks ready to do whatever it takes to succeed. 

“They'll lie, cheat, bully, pollute, cut down rain forests, offer bribes — you 
name it, they'll do whatever they can get away with if it helps them climb 
the greasy pole. And, what's more, they’re encouraged to do it by Adam 
Smith's Invisible Hands applauding them as they perform their anti-social 
behaviour." 

"Are you absolutely sure?" Asked George, still unconvinced. 

"Absolutely I am!” shot back the Director. "I was in the marketing game 
long enough to watch tobacco executives swear blind cigarettes didn’t 


cause cancer, and pharmaceutical execs selling cheap drugs at a massive 
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markup which millions of the poorest can't afford. And you’d think water 
was a basic human right, but not for Nestlé, who routinely buy the rights to 
community wells, cut off the water which supplies those communities and 
then sell it back to them in plastic bottles! 29 Look it up if you don’t 
believe me! In the past, they even sent out women dressed as nurses to 
convince vulnerable mothers their own breast milk wasn’t good enough 
for their babies and that only Nestlé Baby Formula would do 2!. All in a 
grubby effort to make an extra buck. Or rather 11.5 billion bucks. 
Capitalists even start wars to get their hands on the minerals and oil they 
need to make their money. That war in Darfur? What do you think that’s 
about?” 

George shrugged, as he had absolutely no clue where Darfur was, let alone 
the cause of their civil war. 

The Director could see this item of current affairs may not have been too 
high on George’s radar, so he thought he’d better keep it short. “There’s a 
civil war going on in Darfur, George with millions of innocent people 
killed or starving. On the surface, you’d think it’s a local tribal 
disagreement, but if you dig a little deeper, you find foreign actors fighting 
over gold reserves. It’s always just about the money.” 

“Foreign actors?” Asked George, deeply confused. “What, like Gérard 
Depardieu?” 


20 While Nestlé extracts millions of litres from their land, residents have no drinking 
water www.theguardian.com 


21 Baby formula marketing ‘pervasive, misleading and aggressive’ — UN report 
https://news.un.org 

“The judge warned Nestlé that if the company did not want to face accusations of causing 
death and illness through sales practices such as using sales reps dressed in nurses' uniforms, 
they should change the way that they did business.” www.theguardian.com 
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“No!” Replied the Director, momentarily irritated by George’s ignorance. 
“T’m talking about Egypt, Iran, Russia and the UAE, amongst others, 
financing proxy armies for their own ends.?2 Take a look at almost any war 
and there’s invariably a man behind it seeking more money and power.” 
“Putin?” Asked George. 

“Money and power.” Affirmed the Director. 

“Trump?” 

“Money and power.” 

“Netanyahu?” 

“Yep, him too. Money and power. All of them are so insecure in their own 
skin they need to prove something to the rest of us. So don't tell me I'm 
exaggerating about appalling Capitalist behaviour, because I could read 
you a list of examples until the end of next month and I'd not be half way 
through. The truth is much, much worse than we like to admit so, on the 
whole, we just try not to think about it. 

George ruminated on this, finding it hard to believe what he was hearing, 
yet after a while, he somehow knew in his bones the Director was right. 
"And finally, while you might question my comparison, think about Jim 
Jones or David Koresh: a cult leader like this will often ask his followers 
to kill themselves. 

"Oh, come on!" Exclaimed George incredulously. “I can just about buy the 
idea that corporations start wars to make money, but I’m not sure I believe 
they’d go as far as have us kill ourselves too!” 

“Well, not directly George, but think about it for a moment.” Invited the 


Director in a deadly serious tone. "This is exactly what they’re doing when 


22 Russia is plundering gold in Sudan to boost Putin’s war effort in Ukraine. 
https://edition.cnn.com 

Gold, arms and mercenaries: On UAE's shadowy networks in Sudan 
www.middleeasteye.net 
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they ask us to ignore climate change. They want us to ignore the truth and 
concentrate on what will make them more profitable. It's insanity." 

George was now totally confused: "But people can't be the same at work 
as they are at home. Business is often ruthless. If everyone was nice to 
each other at work, nothing would get done." 

"Who says?" Shot back the Director uncompromisingly, adding, "And 
how much should we get done anyway?" Framing the phrase within 
inverted commas. "Perhaps that's just a myth that goes unchallenged. How 
much does a doctor get done when they go to work?" (again, the angry 
bunny ears) How much does a teacher get done?" Or how about a social, 
or charity worker? They all get a lot done but they don't do it because 
they'll get a bonus or a pay rise. They’re motivated by more than money. 
They do it because they're passionate about what they do - because it gives 
them satisfaction." 

"So don't give me this BS about having to be cut-throat and ambitious, as 
if nothing else counts. We're so lobotomised by Capitalism that we fall 
into the trap of believing that nothing else matters but money when, all 
around us, there's a myriad of examples from everyday life that prove 
that's a lie. We can all feel richer than any amount of money can give us if 
we look beyond this lie we've been groomed to believe in. 

"We're so signed up to the Capitalist cult that we've practically got 
Stockholm Syndrome.3 We've fallen in love with our captors. But now, 
thanks to climate change, it's time to wake the fuck up and see the 
GRiFTers for what they are: sad, poor, emotionally bankrupt psychopaths! 


23 Stockholm Syndrome is a phenomenon where hostages or victims of abduction develop 
feelings of sympathy, empathy, or even affection towards their captors or abusers. It is named 
after a bank robbery that took place in Stockholm, Sweden, in 1973, during which hostages 
developed positive feelings towards their captors. 
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"You know George," continued the Director, now winding up this 
particular part of his thesis, "For the past three years, I've been looking 
into the climate crisis and wondering what we can do about it. It wasn't a 
political crusade. I didn't have any preconceptions about what those 
answers might be. I just wanted to know how I could best help us avoid it. 
But the more I looked, the more I realised the cause of the problem was 
Capitalism. This made me wonder whether I hadn't somehow accidentally 
radicalised myself. I now seemed to agree a lot more with Karl Marx than 
I did before, which came as something of a surprise. But the more I 
looked, the more I could see how the facts speak for themselves. And then 
it dawned on me: by taking a cold hard look at Capitalism, I hadn't 
radicalised myself. On the contrary, I'd actually been gradually DE- 
RADICALISING myself and ’'d recommend everyone have a go at it! By 
taking a rational look at how Capitalism operates, I gradually saw how a 
finite world that encourages selfishness and greed is far more divorced 
from reality than one in which we try to help each other for mutual 
benefit. It's Capitalism that distorts how we see the world, and just like the 
dragon that's addicted to power, we need to de-radicalise ourselves and 
recognise our addiction to those ideas if we’re going to survive the next 
decade. 

The Director had been in full flow for the past ten minutes. There had been 
no opportunity for George to get a word in edge-ways even if he'd wanted 
to, but now the bright lights of the hotel were close at hand. The doorman, 
with whom George had struck up an amiable friendship over the previous 
six weeks, was tipping his hat and opening the door. 

With a hint of pride, George ushered the Director in before him. The long 


walk to a post-Capitalist awakening was over. 
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2: Late-Night Meal - CAN’T 
GET NO SATISFACTION 


o.1. Mind Blowing Decisions 


George motioned the director towards the restaurant, aware that it was 
10:45 pm and the restaurant staff would be preparing to close. 

At the entrance, the maitre d'hotel welcomed the two major celebrities 
with a smile, aware that his other guests would be looking up from their 
plates to catch a glimpse. 

As they took their seats, the Director couldn't resist asking," So, George, 
have you learned anything from my little treaties so far?" 

"Hardly a LITTLE dissertation," teased George. "More like watching four 
hours of TED Talks back to back. But don't get me wrong, it was very 
thought-provoking. As you say, I knew about some of it, but I'd never 
considered it all in one joined-up place. That makes a difference." 

"And you know why that is?" Asked the Director. 
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"Anything to do with the hegemony?" Asked George playfully. 

"You're learning!" Replied the Director in a mock conspiratorial tone. 

The two sat at the table and began to browse the menus they'd been 
handed. 

"I'm afraid we are all out of the quail," said the Maitre ’d apologetically, 
"But the turbot is particularly good." 

"Thank you," replied the Director. "We won't take long. We're aware it's 
rather late." 

"Take your time," responded the Maitre'd, pleased to be serving such 
distinguished guests, not knowing he'd regret those words at 1 am when 
they'd finally leave the table. 

George and the Director quickly ordered, and the Director selected an 
expensive wine to celebrate the end of the project and the opportunity he'd 
been given to talk at length to his leading man. 

With the logistics out of the way, the Director was ready to start again. 
"Up for some more?" He asked keenly. 

"Press on!" Replied George, bracing himself for the next chapter. 

"Well, we've finished exploring how we ended up with Capitalism and 
what a shit show it's become since then and yet, with all its failings, it 
continues to flourish thanks to the hegemony and the semi-comatose state 
of the populous. So all we need now is something better to put in its 
place." 

"I'll drink to that!" toasted George with the newly opened Chablis, hoping 
he'd finally get some solid advice on what to do with his life. 

The two clinked glasses, just as George and Alice had done six hours 
before. 

"OK, so this is what I'm going to do." Explained the Director, aware that 


his willing friend operated better when he had a road map in front of him. 
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"I'll explain the concept of GDP and why it's such an inadequate measure 
of success. Then, I'll explain how I think Adam Smith might have been 
wrong. And finally, I'll offer you my vision of the future that doesn't 
involve global annihilation. How does that sound?" 

"Fan-dab-a-doozy!" Exclaimed George, unsure what else to say. He 
secretly wished the Director would just cut to the chase and miss out on all 
the technical bits, but he also knew the Director wanted to leave no stone 
unturned for the reader of the book, which would inevitably follow from 
this epic conversation (post-modern look directly into the camera). 

"OK, let's get to it." 

George took this as an invitation to launch into the enormous Texan-style 
T-bone that had arrived at precisely the moment the Director began to 
speak. 

"Right now, the only thing you hear from politicians is ‘we've got to 
increase GDP’ as though this will miraculously solve all our problems, 
but, of course, that's all nonsense. In fact, it'll just make things worse." 
"I'm shorry?" Asked George, his mouth full of food. "Whatsh dish 
GEEDEEPEE?” 

"Oh, apologies", replied the Director, trying not to look disgusted by 
George's table manners; clearly, trying to persuade George to switch to a 
vegetarian diet would have to wait for another day. 

"GDP or Gross Domestic Product !, to give it its full name, measures the 
value of all goods and services that a country produces over a given 
period. It’s the sort of clipboard that’s hung at the foot of a hospital bed, 


which politicians look at to diagnose whether the economy is healthy or 


! Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is a key indicator used by economists, policymakers, and 
investors to assess the health and performance of a country's economy. It measures the total 
value of all the goods and services the country produced over a year or a quarter. 
www.bankofengland.co.uk 
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not. We assume the doctors know what they are doing when they look at 
these charts, but after they’ ve examined them and instructed the nurses to 
raise or lower the meds, they simply walk away without so much as a 
goodbye. Once they've gone, take a look at the charts yourself, and you’ll 
see the economic equivalent of scribbles and cartoons. It's shocking. They 
really don't know what they’re doing, and GDP is such a very crude 
measurement of the health of an economy that it’s more like quackery than 
proper science. If GDP goes up, it's all cheers and high-fives for the city 
traders. If it goes down, it's boos all round and austerity for the poor.” 
While all of this was being said, George was busy grappling with his 
steak, while thinking about those two episodes of ER he appeared in early 
in his career. 

"But hold your horses because GDP only tells us if the pie is growing.” 
continued the Director. “It doesn't tell us who gets a piece of that pie, 
whether the quality of our lives will improve if there's more pie being 
made, or if we'll be any happier once the pie has been eaten. It certainly 
doesn't guarantee the environment will be looked after any better. In fact, 
when GDP increases, the environment generally suffers even more. It's no 
coincidence that the countries with the highest GDP also have the highest 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

"GDP doesn't tell us anything about that. All it tells us is whether the pie 
grew and, therefore, whether the GRiFTers have been making money. At 
best, if GDP goes up, a few more crumbs might fall from their table. 
"Assholes" Confirmed George under his breath as he manhandled a rib. 
"And while a growing GDP in the short term makes politicians very 
happy, in the long term, it tells us we're using more resources to keep the 
dragon fed, and, by that logic, it more or less tells us how much sooner 


we'll be killing ourselves! 
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"Fuck." Said George quietly, now distractedly attacking a prawn. 
"So, why do we put GDP on a pedestal when we know all this?" Asked the 
Director rhetorically. 


"Beats me," replied George, wiping his mouth with his napkin. 


2.2. Mo Money Mo Problems 


“If GDP is such a bad measure of success, what do you suggest we use 
instead?" asked George, now sufficiently replenished to concentrate again. 
Looking at the plate of food he’d just devoured, he had an idea. "How 
about we use the number of McDonald's I eat per year or something?" 
George thought he was just being casually witty, but the Director seized 
upon this quip to make his next point. 

"Funny you should say that," replied the Director, "the Economist 
magazine uses something called the Big Mac Index ? to compare the value 
of different currencies around the world. If you really loved Big Macs, you 
ought to be happier if you lived in a country where they were relatively 
cheap, but real happiness is more than just eating Big Macs. I mean, even 
if Big Macs were incredibly cheap, there's only so many of them you'd 
want to eat before you feel sick." 

"I'm not so sure about that." Replied George earnestly. "I can eat an 
enormous number of Big Macs before feeling sick." 

The Director tried not to summon this image. 

"What I'm saying George, is that if you had all the money in the world and 


you could buy anything you wanted, it doesn't necessarily follow that 


2 The Big Mac Index was invented by The Economist in 1986 as a lighthearted guide to 
whether currencies ate at their “correct” level. The basic idea is that a Big Mac should be 
roughly the same price in different countries. If the price is higher in one country compared to 
another, it suggests that the currency may be overvalued. https://www.investopedia.com 
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you'd be happy. There's much more to happiness than just satisfying our 
superficial desires.” 

"I know lots of people who are filthy rich and miserable as hell.” 
Confirmed George. "I should know. I'm one of them." 

"Me too," admitted the Director reflectively. “Most people assume that if 
they could only buy that new house or that new car, they'd finally be 
content. So they save and eventually own whatever it was they craved, 
only to discover, after a couple of weeks, that they're miserable all over 
again. I hate to break it to you, George, but you can't buy happiness." 

"I know all about that too", replied George, ruefully. "But it's different if 
you can't afford food or a nice place to stay. " 

"That's absolutely right," agreed the Director. "Everyone deserves to have 
enough food and a safe place to live. That should be a basic requirement of 
a functioning society. But what I'm talking about is all these people who 
can afford all the food they need, and are still unhappy." 

"Did you know," asked the Director playfully, "there's only so much 
happiness you can buy?" 

"No, I did not know that," replied George, his interest piqued. "Tell me 
more." 

"Well," explained the Director, "they did some research a few years back 
and discovered something they called the Easterlin Paradox 3. They 
gathered a ton of lifestyle and spending data and, after lots of analysis, 
concluded that when you start earning money, you feel an initial boost of 


happiness, but then, as you continue to grow richer, the enjoyment starts to 


3 What is the Easterlin Paradox? In his essay “Does Economic Growth Improve the Human Lot? 
Some Empirical Evidence”, Prof. Easterlin of SoCal University concluded that the increase in a 
country’s standard of living was not connected to its level of happiness. These finding have 
been challenged (esp. by Betsey Stevenson & Justin Wolfers) However, in follow-up tesearch 
in 2017 Easterlin reaffirmed that “long-term trends in growth rates of happiness and real 
GDP per capita are not significantly positively related.” www. intelligenteconomist.com 
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wear off. Then, after a certain point, it doesn't matter how much money 
you have, you ain't getting any happier. A number of scientists questioned 
these findings, but they ring true and make sense to me.” 

"Same here," confirmed George. "The happiest times of my life were 
when I was parking cars at the Desperate and Divorced nightclub in 
Torrance. I got plenty of tips and I’d occasionally sleep with a starlet, and 
I didn't have a care in the world. Now I spend months living in hotels, 
drinking too much Jack and trying to avoid selfie hunters." 

"Me too," agreed the Director. "Then there's other research that backs it 
up. A different study looked at 450,000 Americans and found that higher 
incomes made people feel successful, but this didn't necessarily mean they 
felt happier. 4 I guess these rich people just sit in their big houses, knowing 
they are successful but feeling bored and disappointed. Wasn’t being rich 
supposed to be more fun than this?” 

"I tick that box too!" Confirmed George matter-of-factly, now sucking the 
last of the meat off his greasy ribs. 

"I reckon the problem starts with all the advertising we watch.” Speculated 
the Director. “It pumps our imaginations with ideas, and we become 
obsessed with owning the latest iPhone 10. Then, when we finally buy 
one, Apple launches the iPhone 1] Max Pro, and we start all over again. 
We're like hamsters running on a wheel, which I find sad. Intelligent 


humans ought to be smarter than hamsters, but there you are... “ 


4 High income improves evaluation of life but not emotional well-being (research by 
Daniel Kahneman and Angus Deaton pdf) www.pnas.org 

Recent research has begun to distinguish two aspects of subjective well-being. Emotional 
Well-Being (the frequency and intensity of experiences of joy, stress, sadness, anger, and 
affection that make one’s life pleasant or unpleasant) and Life Evaluation which refers to the 
thoughts that people have about their life when they think about it. 

Money can buy happiness - up to a point. www.businessinsider.in 
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"When I look back at my advertising career, I spent most of my time 
trying to convince people they'd be respected more if they just owned a 
new Audi or the latest pair of Nikes or whoever it was that was paying me 
that week. I was programming people to feel bad about themselves. I was 
part of the hegemony." 

"OK, but let's not go there." Interjected George. "You didn't do anything 
wrong." 

"Well, I did," replied the Director, "but, as you say, let's not go there just 
yet. I'll talk about it more later on.” (N.B. Foreshadowing - Ed) 

"... Actually, the research found that happier people tended to spend their 
money on experiences rather than things. They also allocated more quality 
time to being with the people they loved and, most of all, they set aside 
time to help others - and animals, of course. The quickest way for me to 
feel happy is to hang out with my dog. So, overall, the science suggests it’s 
not how much money you have, but what you do with it that counts." 
"You're probably right," said George, sounding sanguine." I used to have a 
dog, but I had to give her up when I started living away from home so 
much." 

"On the other side of the coin," continued the Director, "money can also 
make you miserable. Most people just want money so they can impress 
their neighbours, but if that's the case, then the problem is probably more a 
lack of self-worth than a lack of funds. 

"The part of the research I liked the most was that just knowing that 
money can’t buy you happiness was itself a source of happiness! Isn't that 
great! Realising that money doesn’t make you happy can actually make 


you happy!” 
“Now that's what I call a win-win!" Laughed George. 
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"It IS a win-win," confirmed the Director with a note of triumph, "and 
that's what the GRiFTers are terrified of us finding out. Because if we all 
woke up one day and realised that simply buying stuff didn't make us 
happy, the world of bullshit GRiFTers would grind to a halt. 

This was really making George reassess his life, and in particular, all the 
expensive things cluttering up his home which he either never used or 
didn't actually like. 

"If we stopped being obsessed with buying things and started enjoying 
ourselves instead, the GRiFTers would be out of a job, and would have to 
find something else to do with their sorry lives beyond siphoning off their 
profits into tax havens. And, best of all, they'd have to mix with the hoi 
polloi, who don't measure a person's worth by the size of their car. They'd 
hate it!" 

The Director chuckled to himself at the thought. 


2.3 Can't Buy Me Love 


"But to come back to your question of what can we use instead of GDP, 
George, well, you might think there's no alternative because we never hear 
about them, but actually, there are loads of them out there." 

"Really?" queried George. 

"Sure, there's at least three that I know about, and there are probably a lot 
more besides. We don't hear much about them because our governments 
are so ideologically committed to GDP to the exclusion of everything else. 
But I'm here to say that GDP is a naive and harmful measure. It's 
something Adam Smith would have loved if he'd thought of it, but, as with 


so much of what he said in 1776, it's no longer relevant in 2024. As John 
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Maynard Keynes said - When the facts change, we change our minds, eh 
George?" 

"We change our minds." Agreed George. 

"GDP is the central plank of right-wing Capitalist ideology, which starts 
and ends with financial growth. Looking at it another way, it's just a 
measure of the rich getting richer." 

"So what else is on the menu?" asked George. 

The Director wasn't sure if George was asking about alternative economic 
models or the selection of sweets on the elaborate menu he was now 
inspecting. He assumed it was the former. 

"Well, the first is the Human Development Index - or HDI > to its friends. 
Unlike GDP, the HDI looks at things like health, education, housing and 
living standards. That makes sense, right? After all, isn't that what we want 
from society - a feeling that the quality of life is improving? Especially 
because, as I say, GDP offers no guarantee of wealth being distributed or 
spent on things that a society actually needs to function properly. Call me 
cynical, but it's almost as if countries that are only focused on GDP aren't 
all that concerned about the welfare of their people. They just want to 
make money for themselves and hope the Jnvisible Hand will distribute 
some of it to the poor." 

"I think I'll start with a Chocolate Bombe." Was George's considered 
response. 

"The United Nations set up the HD/ in 1990, and, for some reason, the 
nordic countries in particular, you know, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, 


Finland, and Iceland, all took it seriously and, no surprise, started to score 


5 The Human Development Index (HDI) provides a comparative measure of human 
development across countries, allowing policymakers to assess progress, identify areas for 
improvement, and prioritise policies. Its criteria are: Life Expectancy at Birth, Years of 
Education and Gross National Income (GNI) per Capita. https://hdr.undp.org 
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well on it. These countries also consistently voted for socialist 
governments, with strong welfare systems and equal access to education, 
healthcare and social security, all paid for, just as in Attlee’s Welfare State, 
through progressive taxation. New Zealand also scored well on the HDI. 
"And it turns out that it isn't just rich countries that have happier than 
average citizens; Uruguay and Costa Rica do well on the HDI too." 

"Hang on," interjected George, “So, is what you're saying that we all just 
need to be a bit more socialist? Is that the big idea? That's not quite the 
radical vision I was expecting." 

"No, that isn't what I'm saying," countered the Director, a little taken 
aback. "Hold your horses. I'm just making the point that people tend to be 
happier when the money is spread around more, but if your government is 
just chasing GDP, it's unlikely your country will score well on the HDI. 
This isn't rocket science." 

"Oh, OK," accepted George, getting off his high horse and returning to his 
Bombe. "Please continue.” 

"Let me tell you about the other two measures if you're still interested?" 
Asked the Director in mock sarcasm. 

"Please do," replied George, now looking as though he might lick the last 
of the sauce from his dish. 

"As well as the HDI, there's the Genuine Progress Indicator (GPI) 6, 
developed in the late 1980s when policymakers noticed how GDP was 
failing to measure well-being or the quality of life. They designed the GP/ 
to be a better indicator of the health of a society than just a measure of its 


financial turnover. 


6 The Genuine Progress Indicator (GPI) - Unlike GDP, GPI takes into account a broader 
range of economic, social, and environmental factors to assess a society’s well-being and 
sustainability. Differences Between GDP and GPI www.differencebetween.net 
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"The GPI also considered social factors such as the distribution of income, 
the value of leisure time and the cost of pollution on the environment. 
"And the most exciting thing about GP/ was that, by looking at it side by 
side with GDP, it was impossible not to conclude there was very little 
correlation between the two. In fact, when you compare the two measures, 
over the past 100 years GPD has generally increased but the value of the 
Genuine Progress Indicator has either flat-lined or declined! 

At this point, the Director pulled out his pencil again and began to scribble 
on the back of the wine menu, eventually describing a rough chart like 
this: 


Global GPI/capita & GDP/capita 


re GDP/capita 
"GP capita 


8.000 


6,000 
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So what does that tell you, George?" 

George was a little startled at being put on the spot, so he looked at the 
graph and hoped a shrug of the shoulders would suffice. 

"It tells us that, by this measure, the Invisible Hand of the free market and 
so-called trickle-down economics have little effect on the health and 
happiness of a society. They are horse shit, George. HORSE SHIT!" 
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"But what difference has any of this made? What do you suppose we’ve 
done to correct the obvious problems with using GDP as a measure of 
success?” 

"I'm guessing not much?" Proffered George sheepishly. 

"You're damned right." Replied the Director. "Absolutely zero, zilch, 
nada... bugger all... Sweet F.A. ... Turns out GDP, which politicians 
spend their entire careers chasing, bears little relationship to the quality of 
life ordinary working people lead. If trickle-down economics actually 
worked, we'd all be a lot richer, we'd be enjoying incredible social 
infrastructure, and working people wouldn't be living on the streets and 
forced to use food banks. Apparently, a rising tide doesn't lift all boats 
after all.” 

“Just the luxury yachts.” Observed George drily. 

“And when you add to that the fact this economic model is slowly killing 
us, I can only say this is the definition of madness. An increase in GDP 
doesn't go into the ordinary person's pocket; it goes into off-shore tax 
havens where it's of no use to anyone and, if you ask me, that's criminal. 
So the politicians can take their holy GDP and go fuck themselves.” 7 
"Blimey!" was all that George could think to say, though he did say it in 
the Northern English accent he'd been using for the past 2 months, so it 
made the Director chuckle and helped break the downbeat moment. 
Deciding he needed something to cheer him up, the Director let out a deep 
sigh, took up his spoon and tucked into his Deconstructed Rhubarb and 
Custard Compote Fusion. "But, I have to say my favourite GDP 
alternative isn't HD/ or even the GPI, but something they use in Bhutan 


7 Solving the Climate Crisis Requites the End of Capitalism. It’s time to face the fact that 
resolving the climate crisis will require a fundamental shift away from our growth-based, 
corporate-dominated global system. www.resilience.org 
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called the Gross National Happiness Index, 8 which looks even further 
into what makes us happy and satisfied." 

"Bhutan?" asked George, looking up from his dish for a moment, 
chocolate all around his mouth. 

"Yes, it's a small country in the Himalayas. I went there last year when we 
were scouting locations for my next film about Zrust. A wonderful place. 
Very spiritual but also very, very, happy. Part of me wanted to stay, but I 
knew I needed to get back to the UK to make the Dragon movie. If we 
don't sort out the climate as quickly as we can, even Bhutan will be 
destroyed." 

The Director slurped custard from his spoon before continuing. 

"Back in the 1970s, the King of Bhutan wanted to track how well his 
country was doing. He was a proper Buddhist, so he knew that material 
wealth didn't create happiness and that GDP was therefore irrelevant. 
Instead, he looked for criteria to measure that would reflect the inner 
harmony of his people. After much consideration and meditation, he 
landed on 33 benchmarks, which included more spiritual aspects of life 
such as how his subjects spent their free time, cultural enrichment and 
ecological diversity, as well as the more obvious stuff like living 
standards. 

"And OK, you might say that's fine for a tiny mountainous state in the 
middle of nowhere, but could it work in the UK or USA? 

"That's fine for a tiny mountainous state in the middle of nowhere, but 
could it work in the UK or USA?" Parroted George, looking for a cheap 
laugh. 


8 The concept of ‘Gross National Happiness’ was first developed by the 4th King of 
Bhutan, King Jigme Singye Wangchuck, in the late 1970s when He stated, “Gross National 
Happiness is more important than Gross Domestic Product.” https://ophi.org.uk 
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"Well, that's a fair point," continued the Director, undaunted by this 
silliness, "But I like how the King of Bhutan introduced something almost 
spiritual into his happiness index. He recognised there's more to life than 
money and even more to life than equality and living standards. He knew 
that how we feel inside is just as important as any of these other more 
obvious physical criteria, and I agree. It reminds me of some research that 
was done that looked at the correlation between age and happiness. Turns 
out older people are happier than people in their middle age because, when 
you get to a certain age, you realise life really isn’t worth stressing about. 
Best to just sit back, stop chasing money and enjoy it a bit more. ” 

"A good sweet trolley would be one of my criteria." Added George drolly. 
"Good point," agreed the Director. "But stick with me here because I'm 
getting very close to giving you the answer you're looking for. " 

"Are you going to eat that profiterole?" asked George, still somewhat 
distracted. 
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6: The Nightcap Pt.1 - GH-CH- 
CH-CH-CHANGES... 


6.1. We Kill The Sacred Cow* Tonight, So 
Stick Around (‘neoliberal Capitalism) 


The Director and George had now drawn out their late-night meal for as 
long as they possibly could, and as they worked their way through the 
cheese board, dessert wine and a brandy to finish off, that initial amuse- 
bouche they’d wolfed down an hour-and-a-half before, seemed a long time 
and many, many calories ago. They were the last guests in the restaurant 
by some margin and the maitre’d, the waiters, and even the chef had 
gathered in the corner, waiting for their celebrity guests to leave. 

"I think we may have overstayed our welcome," whispered the Director, 


motioning to the staff. "I've said enough anyway." 
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This didn’t help George. He’d invested a lot of brain cells in this 
conversation, had heard about the flaws of a Capitalist system, and now he 
needed some practical guidance about what to do about it. 

"You can't leave me hanging!" He said urgently. He felt tired and woozy, 
but he still wanted to know how the final piece of this jigsaw would fit. 

"I get it; we need a new approach, but what? This happens all the time. 
People say we've got to do something, but never actually explain what it 
is. So are you going to let me down as well?" 

The Director was impressed by George's sincere persistence. 

"Tell you what," he said, “why don't we retire to the bar for a nightcap, I 
can go over a few of my ideas and then, if I’ve answered your questions, I 
can order a cab and get home to my poor wife." 

“Sounds good!" said George, removing his napkin and helping the 
Director to his feet. They then moved into the bar and climbed onto the 
barstools. Once settled, the Director began his homily again: 

"George, we've talked about how Capitalism isn't what it seems, but also 
that it isn’t a grand conspiracy created by an elite group of puppet masters. 
Sure, the GRiFTers have been riding that gravy train for the last two 
hundred and fifty years, but you can't blame them for that.” 

“T guess a GRiFTer's gonna do what a GRiFTer's gonna do.” Said George 
philosophically. 

“You're right, but we can only move on if we accept that most of us would 
do exactly the same if we were in their shoes.” 

This was a challenging idea, but George continued to listen, as he knew 


there was a grain of truth in this, even if he didn’t want to admit it. 
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“Tolstoy said Everyone thinks of changing the world, but no-one thinks of 
changing himself. ! It’s hard to admit, but we're al/ playing the Capitalist 
game and we won’t fix anything until we are willing to admit it. And that's 
the point I was trying to make in the film.” Concluded the Director. “We 
can end this crisis right now if we all just stopped being so bloody selfish. 
It really is that simple!” 

“Harsh, but I guess the truth hurts.” Said George. 

“Don’t get me wrong; I’m not blaming anyone.” Replied the Director, 
matter-of-factly. “But we need a sort of Truth and Reconciliation 2 session 
before we can start to work together and put things right. That big bad 
Dragon can only survive if we feed it, and we do that through feeding our 
own greed and selfishness. But if we stop feeding the little dragon inside 
ourselves, the big Dragon will leave us alone too.” 

“ve got a little dragon inside me?” asked the bartender genially, 
overhearing the animated discussion her new guests were having. 

“You’d better believe it.’ Confirmed George excitedly. “Just like the one 
in Alien, and if we don't kill it quickly, it’s going to destroy the whole ship 
and we’re all going to die! Except maybe Sigourney Weaver and the cat.” 
“Really?” Blurted the bartender in surprised amusement. 

“T’m afraid so, and because we don’t like to own up to our greed, we 


blame the big bad Dragon instead.” Continued George. 


! Leo Tolstoy from “Three Methods Of Reform” (1900). The full quote reads: “There can be 
only one permanent revolution — a moral one; the regeneration of the inner man. How is this 
revolution to take place? Nobody knows, but every man feels it clearly in himself. And yet in 
our world everybody thinks of changing humanity, and nobody thinks of changing himself.” 
https://booksonthewall.com 


2 A Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) is typically established after periods of 
conflict or authoritarian rule, with the primary objective of facilitating healing and 
reconciliation. For example, the South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission was 
a court assembled in 1996 after the end of apartheid. https://en.wikipedia.org 
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The Director was increasingly concerned by George’s interpretation of 
what he’d tried to convey over the past six hours and feared this disturbing 
version of the story might be off-putting to the uninitiated. So he took 
back the initiative and tried to steer the conversation away from lizards 
bursting out of chest cavities. “Maybe think of it more as Willy Wonka,” 
said the Director, looking for a friendlier movie reference. “What would 
the world look like if we all stopped being greedy, selfish 
Augustus Gloops3 and started being kind and considerate Charlie Buckets? 
If we did that, we'd change the world.” 

‘Wow...’ said the bartender quietly to herself, wondering what the hell 
she’d walked into. Meanwhile, as she waited for an appropriate moment to 
take their drinks order, she recognised these two gentlemen as being that 
somewhat schlocky Hollywood actor and that elder statesman of the 
British film industry: But she’d served a lot of famous faces in this bar, so 
she wasn’t about to be stage struck. In any case, they both looked a little 
pissed. 

"But, of course, it isn't that easy.” Continued the Director, adding a hint of 
caution to his analogy. “If it was, we'd have slain this Dragon years ago.” 
'OK, we’re back to dragons again,’ thought the 
bartender, but she didn't interrupt. After all, the 
client was always right, right? And she was 
confident enough to know she’d pick up the 
conversation once she’d a few more clues as to 
what they were talking about. 


“What’s been missing is a willingness to walk 


3 Augustus Gloop is a character in Roald Dahl's children’s book Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory (1964). He is an extremely greedy child who is obsessed with food and never stopped 
eating, 
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away from a system that’s been working pretty well for us.” Explained the 
Director, addressing the young bartender directly. “I mean, so long as 
you’re a white, middle-class man, born in a First-World country, why rock 
the boat?” 

The bartender offered a face that said, I hear you. 

“Of course, there aren’t many of us left who think Capitalism is perfect. I 
mean, anyone with a conscience might feel a tad guilty for the way we 
exploit the developing world, but hey, out of sight, out of mind eh?” To 
which he added a nonchalant shrug. 

The bartender looked at George to see if he agreed. George nodded back 
an affirmative, so the bartended nodded too. 

“And to salve our conscience, the GRiFTers are always on hand to remind 
us there really isn’t an alternative.” Continued the Director, assuming this 
would make perfect sense to a total stranger. “So why waste our time 
looking behind the curtain?” 

“Why indeed?” Agreed the bartender, wondering what a GRiFTer might 
be. At this moment, she’d also saw her chance to ask, “So, what can I get 
you gentlemen on this damp autumn evening?” 

"Well, I'll have a large 12-year old Glenlivet please, and my friend here 
will have a... ?" 

"_.. Jack and Coke, please", said George, predictably. 

Acknowledging the attractive character recently introduced into the 
narrative, the Director looked over to George to see if he’d noticed her 
too: Just a little test the Director used to discern the true nature of his 
leading men: Would George use his fame and money to seduce the women 


he met? 
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George’s blank expression suggested his mind was elsewhere, perhaps 
grappling with fundamental issues to do with social economics: Clearly, 
George was no sleaze-ball, which very much endeared him to the Director. 
The bartender smiled and moved away to attend to her other patrons and 
prepare their drinks and, in this lull in proceeding, the Director 
contemplated George’s rather bland profile. The actor looked a little shell- 
shocked as he attempted to skewer the last olive from the complimentary 
bowl in front of him. Perhaps this guileless but affable actor had finally 
been inundated by the unrelenting torrent of information he’d been 
subjected to for the past 6 hours. Or perhaps he just really felt like eating 
that last olive. The Director was unsure, but he did know there were still a 
few more important plot points to get across before he could let George 
turn in for the night. For a start, there was the little matter of explaining 
why it was far easier to tempt humans to be selfish than it was to 
encourage them to be generous. And, of course, he still had to offer an 
alternative, sustainable, vision for humanity. So the Director mentally 
planned a route for delivering his message in what was left of the 


evening’s events. 


6.2. Everybody Wants To Rule The World 


“George, do you remember how we discussed Monopoly earlier on when I 
was explaining the concept of Rent Extraction?” 

“I do.” Confirmed George, feeling they’d talked about it a lifetime ago. 
“But I didn’t ask whether you actually liked playing it?” 
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“IT do; very much.” Replied George, reminiscing. “Back home we all get 
together at Christmas and play it as a sort of tradition. Takes us about three 
days to finish a game.... Why do you ask?” 

“Well, you might not know this, but there was an earlier version of 
Monopoly called The Landlord's Game?# 

"I did not know that,” replied George, his curiosity piqued. 

“It was designed by an American called Lizzie Magie around 1900. She 
was something of a socialist and created the game to demonstrate the evils 
of actual monopolies in the real world. She devised two ways of playing. 
The first was the Monopoly version, like the game we play today, where 
the objective is to bankrupt your opponents. The other was called 
Prosperity, where you worked with the other players to make sure 
everyone won. 

"It became a craze among Harvard students and the Quaker community, 
but the interesting thing is that the Monopoly version was far more popular 
and, nowadays, no one even remembers Prosperity. It's as if it never 
existed. And, it's my guess that's because it's much more fun grinding your 
opponents into the dust than giving them a helping hand.” 

“Interesting, but what’s your point?” asked George. 

“My point is that we're more easily seduced by selfishness than by 
cooperation. 

"Another good example of the greedy dragon inside us”, continued the 


Director, “is a parable called The Fable of the Bees: or, Private Vices, 


4 Monopoly was patented in 1904, with the aim of promoting the economic theories 
specifically about land taxation and economic justice. 

The secret history of Monopoly: the capitalist board game’s leftwing origins. 
www.theguardian.com 
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Public Benefits 5, written by a Dutchman called Bernard Mandeville who 
was living in London around 1705. The central idea of his book was that 
private vices, might be morally questionable, but they inadvertently built a 
better, more prosperous society; and idea that predated Adam Smith’s 
book, by 50 years. Even so, the London elite wasn’t ready for this level of 
honesty and didn't much care to be told they were greedy, promiscuous 
and vain!” 

“So what’s new?” asked George acerbically. “This Mandible guy was only 
telling them that Greed is Good which is what Gordon Gekko was 
shouting about in Wall Street.” 

“Fifty years later, Adam Smith said more or less the same thing in the 
Wealth of Nations, but he wrapped his ideas up in academic respectability, 
so those same greedy capitalists lapped it up! 

“He was pushing against an open door.” said George. 

“He was,” agreed the Director. “He gave the Establishment a fig leaf to 
hide behind; forgiving them their greed because it was somehow, 
miraculously, helping the poor get richer too! He let them have their cake 
and eat it.” 

“And they’ve been stuffing their pie-holes ever since.” Exclaimed George 
with delight. 

Both were now drowsy, thanks to the sugar rush brought on by the cakes 
they’d just eaten themselves. However, they still had an appetite for this 


conversation. 


5 "The Fable of the Bees: or, Private Vices, Public Benefits" by Bernard Mandeville, 
(1714) uses the metaphor of a beehive to suggest that the pursuit of personal pleasure and 
material gain leads to economic growth and social progress. Mandeville's ideas were 
controversial and sparked debates about morality, economics, and the role of government in 
regulating human behaviour. http://scihi.org 


195 


THE DRAGON AND THE HUMMINGBIRD 


“That’s right, and the point I'm making is that, while we all have a latent 
streak of selfishness in us, especially when we’re encouraged to be selfish 
by the culture we live in, it doesn't mean we're obliged to be selfish. Adam 
Smith claimed that greed was a law of nature, but that’s rubbish; it’s a 
choice we make.” 

“Here you go gentlemen: One large Glenlivet and one Jack and Coke.” 
said the bartender, returning with their drinks. 

Without trying to make it look obvious, she took her time laying out the 
little paper coasters for their glasses, because she wanted to hear more of 
what the Director had to say. 

The Director didn’t mind. He was happy for anyone to listen to his views 
on this subject. It was, after all, to him, a matter of life and death. 

"I can't remember if I've told you this already George, but it's my theory 
that Adam Smith wasn’t necessarily right. He was just in the right place at 
the right time and that things might have been very different if we'd 
listened to a different Adam.” 

George attempted the intrigued face he reserved for that scene in a film 
where he was being told significant information important to the plot. 
“Take Adam Ferguson, for example. Like Adam Smith, he was a good 
Scotsman and they were, in fact, close friends. Nine years before Smith 
published The Wealth of Nations, Ferguson wrote his own book called An 
Essay on the History of Civil Society®, in which he suggested that societies 
worked better when they were built on cooperation and social bonds. In 


complete contrast to Smith, he thought a capitalist society made men 


6 In An Essay on the History of Civil Society (1767) by Scottish Enlightenment 
philosopher Adam Ferguson argues that society emerges naturally through the cooperation of 
individuals and develop organically and spontaneously. He believed society was driven by a 
number of motives beyond self-interest as a driver of society while Adam Smith thought self- 
interest was the primary driver. https://oll.libertyfund.org 
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weak, dishonourable and selfish. But, as we’ve seen already, this point of 
view was much less likely to make the Capitalist Elite richer and more 
powerful, so it was largely ignored by the (checks notes) Capitalist Elite.” 
“Quelle Surprise!” Said George in a sarcastic Californian/French accent. 
“But just imagine if Ferguson's book had been the best-seller and The 
Wealth of Nations had ended up in the in the remaindered bin, we might 
now be living in a very different world.” Speculated the Director a little 
despondently. 

“T guess them's the breaks." Observed the bartender, no longer making any 
effort to disguise her eavesdropping. 

"Them's are, indeed, the breaks", agreed the Director, smiling and raising 
his glass to her. 

"I get it. So I'm a greedy son-of-a-bitch and I’m only interested in 
myself!” said George, responding to the Director’s suggestion that, given 
half a chance, people are more than happy to be selfish. “And maybe the 
world would be better if we were all just a bit nicer to each other. But I 
haven't done too badly out of the evils of Capitalism. I mean, look at me!” 
At which point, George spread his arms. 

“You make a good point.” Agreed the Director. The bartender nodded too, 
intrigued to hear what the response to this perfectly reasonable challenge 
might be. 

"This is exactly what we need to explain if we want people to sign up to 
our project. So I think it's time I told you how we can change direction." 
Concluded the Director, rather grandly. 

"Hallelujah!" Declared George, throwing both arms in the air. 
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6.3. Do You Realise... 


At this point, the Director, clearly a little drunk, motioned to George and 
the bartender to lean in closer. “But first, I have a confession to make." 
"What's that?" asked George, slightly concerned about what was coming. 
"I've been a very naughty boy, and I'm ashamed of what I've done.” 
Whispered the Director conspiratorially. The bartender braced herself. "I 
wasn't always an Oscar-winning director you know. I used to be in 
advertising." 

On overhearing what had been said, George let out a relieved chuckle, 
"Ha! Is that all? You've told me this already! I thought you'd been arrested 
for exposing yourself or something." 

“No, nothing like that, but back in the 80s, I used to film chimpanzees 
drinking tea. I used to sell cigarettes. I didn't care. It was good money. Me, 
Ridley, Parker and Putnam; we were all at it. Straight out of art college 
and into Soho, making our little films that sold empty dreams to the eager 
masses." 

"There's worse things," replied the bartender sympathetically. “My parents 
are just the same. Back in the 70s, no one cared." 

"But I should have cared!" Cried the Director forlornly. “I’d read Small is 
Beautiful, so | knew I was helping to store up trouble for future 
generations, but I assumed I'd be dead from the booze or drugs before 
then. But here I am, still here and feeling guilty for the part I’ve played in 
creating this mess. Advertising hacks like me said it was OK to be selfish, 


but now I realise we were just hideous Sirens 7, tempting people to buy 


7 In Greek mythology, the Sirens were part bird / part woman, who’s songs were so 
mesmerised that sailors would steer their ships towards them and crash against the rocks. 
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stuff they didn't need and now we’re about to hit the rocks and we're all 
going to drown." 

"Come on," said George, "you can't blame yourself. Everyone was doing it 
back then" 

"But that's exactly the point: No one was taking responsibility. It was 
always someone else's fault and look where that’s got us. And that was a 
dereliction of duty. So the first thing we’ve got to do now is stop pointing 
the finger at others and start taking a look at ourselves in the mirror.” 

The Director was now looking quite sad as he drained his glass. "Two 
more of the same please, barman!" He said, not bothering with the correct 
pronoun. 

"Well, I think you're being hard on yourself," said George consolingly, “I 
remember there was a time I used to love going to Sea World. It was 
incredible to watch those orcas performing their stupid tricks every day 
and they seemed to be having a whale of a time, ho ho, so I couldn't 
understand how it was cruel. But over the years, as I've learned more 
about it, I’ve changed my mind. Now I think all those dolphin attractions 
must be closed down. I guess that's progress.” 

“When the facts change, I change my mind.”® Said the bartender 
reflectively. The conversation had been too interesting for her to leave and 
get their drinks. 

“T’ve been saying that all day too 


!” said the Director. “John Maynard 
y>? 


Keynes 
“He’s the man!” Agreed the bartender, finally leaving to get their drinks. 


8 John Maynard Keynes was known for his pragmatic approach to economics and policy- 
making, He believed in the importance of adapting his views and policies when presented with 
new evidence or changing circumstances. 
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This conversation had helped the Director cheer up, and he mentally 
thanked George for the effort. 

"But what happens if we stop buying stuff?” asked George, picking up the 
Director's point about advertising. “Won't society grind to a halt? I mean, 
if I owned a little hardware store and people stopped buying my hammers 
and nails, I wouldn’t have an income, so I wouldn’t be able to pay my 
taxes and who will build the hospitals and schools then? And don't tell me 
we'll all live in a commune because I'm not wearing hemp. That's not 
going to happen." 

"Ah!" replied the Director. “This is what everyone worries about when 
they get to this point in the conversation, because all we’ve known is a 
capitalist system that we’re told works so fucking well." 

“So, I put it to you again Sir: What’s the fucking answer?” Said George, 
who was becoming a little irritated by the Director’s seeming refusal to 
provide an answer. Noting this, the Director looked into George’s eyes, 
took a deep breath and said, "Nobody knows for certain, George but, then 
again, no one really understands Capitalism either. There isn't a blueprint; 
it just evolved. And then Adam Smith comes along and claims it’s some 
sort of Jaw of nature. But now this particular version of Capitalism has 
mutated into that man-eating plant in The Little Shop of Horrors ° and it’s 
about to eat the whole planet! Frankly, Capitalism is way past its sell-by 
date and we need to forget all about it, along with Adam Smith’s half- 
baked ideas.” 

George knew the plant in The Little Shop of Horrors was called Audrey IT, 
but he kept this to himself because he didn’t want to look like a know-it- 


9 The Little Shop of Horrors - a cult 1960 horror-comedy film later adapted into a 
successful off-Broadway musical and then a feature film in 1986, directed by Frank Oz. 
www.imdb.com 
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all. Instead, he just folded his arms, looked unimpressed and waited. He 
still hadn’t heard the Director describe an alternative system he’d feel 
comfortable with. 

Somewhat flustered, the Director said: “So you really want me to describe 
the alternative to Capitalism when the greatest minds of our day can’t 
agree on how Capitalism works? Why do I have to meet a more rigorous 
standard for my system than the one you apply to yours? 

“Because,” replied George testily, “As I’ve said already, from where I’m 
standing, Capitalism works! What’s more, I don't have to understand it 
because we’re sitting at this fancy bar in the Battersea Power Station at | 
in the morning and it’s a very comfortable life I’m living. We’ve just 
finished a movie, I’m flying back to LA in the morning and on Tuesday I'll 
be shooting a spread for Richard Mille. ve got three Porsches in my 
garage, and at the weekend I might drive one of them up to Big Sur and 
enjoy a cocktail while watching the sun go down. Capitalism might not be 
the best way to run the world, but unless you can offer me something 
better, why should I be interested? I'm hardly likely to give all that up for a 


fast track to Stalinist Russia”. 


6.4. Can’t Buy Me Love 


"OK," replied the Director, enjoying this new, feisty version of George, 
"Let me remind you that this beautiful Capitalism you seem so keen on 
defending is now killing us. Second, if it makes you feel any better, I’ve 
been working on a new theory that doesn’t completely trash our current 
economic system, but rather offers a more evolved version of it that I think 


will create a more sustainable planet.” 
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Now this DID sound like progress to George, so he used his hand to 
beckon the Director to say more. 

“T haven’t quite worked it all out yet,” qualified the Director. 

“Get on with it!” shouted George firmly. 

“OK well, you might not have noticed George, but throughout our 
conversation today I haven’t used the term Anti-Capitalism.” 

This did seem unlikely, given the relentless diatribe he’d endured so far 
that day, but George was willing to give the Director the benefit of the 
doubt if it meant getting some sort of answer this side of Christmas. 

“OK, I’m listening.” he said, intrigued. “But this had better be good.” 
“Attaboy!” Replied the Director, briskly. “The thing I want us to focus on 
is this idea of ownership because, if you think about it, ownership lies at 
the heart of Capitalism.” 

George shrugged, as if to say, OK, no big deal. 

“Adam Smith thought that owning stuff was the driver of a successful 
society because it incentivised people to work harder, so they could earn 
more money with which to then buy more stuff. And, as we’ve already 
discussed, this was supposed to make everyone better off.” 

“Capitalism in a nutshell!” said George matter-of-factly. 

“Karl Marx, on the other hand, had different ideas. He believed that 
owning stuff - and especially stuff like machinery, factories and land, 
which he called the means of production - corrupted society. He worried 
that, if you measured success by how much stuff you owned, everything 
else became a secondary consideration - including the welfare of other 
people.” 


“Communism in a nutshell!” said George again, “So, your point?” 
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“My point is that, in my view, they were both missing the real issue. The 
answer doesn’t lie in owning or not owning stuff, but rather, in something 
that neither of them had considered.” 

George conceded this was an interesting idea, so bowed his head slightly 
and said, “Go on...” 

“OK, now we’re getting somewhere.” Said the Director, rubbing his hands 
together. “These days, I don’t think anyone flicks through the Marxist- 
Leninist brochure and says Yep that’s the society for me! We’ve seen how 
it’s worked out in Russia and China; which have both more or less thrown 
in the towel to allow private ownership to creep in.” 

“OK, but what about Cuba and Vietnam?” Challenged Faye, unwilling to 
let this sweeping statement pass unopposed. 

“Good question,” accepted the Director, happy to have his ideas 
interrogated. “Cuba has done remarkably well under the circumstances. !°I 
mean, for the past 60 years they’ve been systematically undermined by the 
United States who don’t want them to succeed. Yet their education system 
is good and almost every Cuban can read and write, and they have 
universal health care, which is more than you can say for the USA. 
However, the Cuban government doesn’t allow free elections, so it’s hard 
to know if its people are really happy, but I’m sure US propaganda 
wouldn’t allow fair elections anyway.” 

“And Vietnam?” asked Faye, still gnawing at this bone. “I visited it in my 
gap year and it was fantastic.” 

“OK,” said the Director. “I have to admit this is something I know less 


about, but as far as I can tell, The Communist Party of Vietnam did a great 


10 Cuba's Communist government has survived decades of US sanctions originally intended 
to topple its first leader Fidel Castro. It also defied predictions that it would not survive the 
collapse of the Soviet Union. www.bbc.co.uk 
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job in rebuilding their country once the Americans had stopped killing 
them in 1976. But it’s really only communist in name now,!! as you 
probably noticed when you visited Faye?” said the Director taking a crafty 
peek at her name tag, to make sure he’d got her name right. 

"And that’s the point; you’d be hard pressed to find a successful country 
run along communist lines these days. Eventually, they tend to go one way 
or the other, either turning into soft socialist economies like Vietnam.” 

“Or ruthless dictatorships like Russia.” Said George flatly. 

“Or full-blown capitalist economies where oligarchs like Bezos and Musk 
run the show.” Added Faye, not willing to give the GRiFTers an easy ride. 
“Accepted.” Said the Director. 

“So what’s the answer?” asked George, hoping to skip to the denouement 
of this mystery. 

“Well, after extended reflection on this problematic issue, I've come to the 
following conclusion.” 

“Drum roll please!” Said George, literally drumming on the bar. 

“[’m proposing we agree that ownership is not a bad thing in itself 
because, no matter how much we want to spread the love, and be good 
socialists, we also need our own space and sense of identity... Not to 
mention that I look terrible in a Mao suit.12 People come in all shapes and 
sizes, so if we took away our individuality, we’d take away a big part of 


our reason for being human in the first place.” 


11 Vietnam was once one of the world’s poorest and most isolated countries, but Vietnam is 
now a middle-income country with a dynamic, young population and is an emerging power 
and an increasingly important U.S. partner. www.usip.org 


12 The Mao suit, associated with the Chinese Communist Party and is a simple utilitarian 
design, with a high-necked collar, five front buttons, four pockets and straight-legged trousers. 
During Mao Zedong's leadership, the Mao suit was standard attire for both men and women 
in China, reflecting the government's emphasis on simplicity, modesty, and collective identity. 
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George very much agreed and felt heartened by this sentiment. 

“But we also need to be careful because, with just a tiny bit of 
encouragement, it’s easy to swing too far the other way. And then we end 
up with a group of autonomous individuals hell bent on getting what they 
want at the expense of other people. In other words, a nasty, greedy 
society where everyone is out for themselves.” 

“Not to mention a climate disaster.” Added Faye. 

Given what he’d learned over the previous few hours, George conceded 
this was also true. “So what’s your answer?” 

“The answer isn’t about ownership at all!” Declared the Director, “It’s 
about our relationship to the things we own.” 

“T’m not sure I follow.” Said George, now a little dazed and confused. 

The Director knew he’d finally come to his Big Reveal, so he was slightly 
apprehensive about going any further. He’d never explained these ideas to 
anyone before, but also knew it was now or never, so he pressed on. 

“If you look up the word Capital/3 in a dictionary you'll find it derives 
from the Latin caput, which means head and, therefore, the thing that 
controls the rest of the body." 

George nodded. He understood this: So far so good. 

“So, in Ancient Rome the Capo also described the ruling class who owned 
most of the country’s assets. Therefore, the stuff owned by the Capo was 
known as their capital. And so, in a roundabout sort of way, the word 
capital became a descriptor of wealth and assets and, consequently, 
capitalism came to describe a system that pursued this wealth. And all of 
this is based on the idea of the head.” 


13 capital : adjective 

Of or pertaining to the head 

noun : Money and possessions, especially a large amount of money used 
for producing more wealth or for starting a new business: 
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“Very interesting.” Said George. “But, as I asked a moment ago, what’s 
your point?” 

“My point is that, if we stopped subscribing to a society driven by our 
heads, and instead started working towards one that’s motivated by our 
hearts, we'd create a different world that offers long-term survival rather 
than short-term gratification.” 

“That is interesting.” Agreed George, trying to get his own caput around 
this concept. 

“So I hope you can see my ideas really aren’t anti-capitalist at all; I don't 
think it’s a sin for someone to have more money than someone else, or to 
own more stuff. I’m perfectly OK if you drive a nice car or wear a fancy 
watch. The problems come with this obsession to own more and more and 
more. I think it’s high time we cut out buying the crap we dont need, 
especially as it’s not going to make us happy anyway; that’s just the 
hegemony talking. 

“We have to get clear that there are really only two reasons we want to 
own something. One is because the thing we want to own has a genuine, 
intrinsic value to us. We can admire it, it will be well designed, made with 
good quality materials, perform a function and so on. If you’ve ever read 
Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance,'4 which I don’t suppose you 
have, because you’re not as old as me, you’d know that these things have 


some sort of intrinsic guality.15 


14 Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance - 1974 is a philosophical autobiographical 
novel by Robert M Pirsig which describes a motorcycle trip across America’s Northwest in the 
1960s and examines how we live, and how me might live better. www.penguin.co.uk 


15 One of the central themes of the book is the concept of "Quality," which Pirsig suggests 
is a fundamental aspect of existence that transcends traditional definitions and categories but 
using a more holistic and intuitive approach to embracing it will ultimately reveal the nature of 
reality, and a deeper, more fulfilling and authentic way of life. 
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The second reason we like to buy things is because we want to show off 
and feel superior. And what’s interesting is that even when these things are 
expensive and well made, they may still have little intrinsic value because 
we want to own them for the wrong reasons. They represent 90% of the 
products and services that advertising tempts us to buy. And this is what 
really drives capitalism - It’s all this stuff we don't need! 

“If we can learn to distinguish between these two categories and only buy 
those things that have intrinsic value, we'll soon fix capitalism and the 
environmental crisis along with it.” 

“O-K-.” Said Faye slowly, still not sure whether this idea was impressive 
or underwhelming. “Can you give me a real world example?” 

“Certainly.” Said the Director. “Take fast fashion !6: Why do we buy cheap 
clothes made in sweatshops: Clothes that end up in landfill within six 
months? This doesn't make us happy or help the planet. Wouldn’t it be 
better to save up and buy those things that are of better quality and made 
with love? They may cost a little more, but they last a lot longer and we 
get more satisfaction out of them. In my view, a good, interesting life is 
built on quality, over quantity and this principle can be applied to almost 
every sort of product, service or asset we might want to own. This even 
applies to the machines, factories and land which Marx called the means 
of production. The question to ask yourself is the same - it’s not what you 
want, but why do you want it? 


“T see.” Said Faye, now a little clearer. 


‘6 Fast fashion is an approach adopted by retails such as Zara, H&M and Primark 
characterised by a rapid turnover of new fashion trends and low-cost manufacturing, moving 
product quickly from the runway to mass production to disposal once the trend has passed. 
Fast fashion has been criticised for its negative social and environmental impacts including 
exploitative labour practices, environmental pollution and the promotion of disposable, 
throwaway fashion culture. 

What is fast fashion, and why is it so controversial? https://edition.cnn.com 
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“T was thinking of maybe calling this Copitalism.” added the Director, 
almost shyly. 

“Copitalism?” Queried George, wondering if he’d heard correctly. 
“Copitalism,” Affirmed the Director. “Because the Latin for heart is Cop, 
and if Capitalism suggests a system driven by the head, then Copitalism 
suggests a system that’s driven by the heart. 

Copitalism = Buy Less / Buy Better.” 

“Wow!” was all that George could think of to say, his fingers flicking open 
beside each of his temples, as if to suggest his mind was blown. “Just like 
the Little Prince!” 

“Pardon?” Asked the Director. He knew the book to which George was 
referring, but had never gotten around to 

reading it. ¥ 

“You know: And now here is my secret, a 

very simple secret: It is only with the heart “ QA..% 

that one can see rightly; what is essential Te Little SJumce 
is invisible to the eye.”!7 said George, 


hoping to explain the connection he’d just 


made. 

The Director suddenly noticed how 
George might be a little like the kind and 
sensitive Little Prince himself. 


17 The Little Prince (1943) written and illustrated by French writer and pilot Antoine de 
Saint-Exupéry, tells the tale of an innocent young prince who travels from planet to planet, 
encountering strange characters. It is an allegory which invites readers to reflect on the beauty 
and fragility of existence and to cherish the simple joys in life with a childlike wonder. 

The Little Prince - Themes and Analysis https://bookanalysis.com 
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6.5 With A Little Help From My Friends 


“But isn't all of this just a little bit pie in the sky?” asked Faye, failing to 
prevent her scepticism from breaking up this love-fest. “I mean, what are 
you going to do, bring in a law that says from now on you’re only allowed 
to buy things you really love? Who’s to know if you bought something for 
love as opposed to just showing off?” 

“A perfectly reasonable question.” Conceded the Director, not in the least 
bit alarmed by the over-familiarity of this hotel staff member. “So are you 
up for hearing my plans to bring Copitalism to life?” 

George wasn’t sure, given how tired he felt, but he didn’t know how to 
turn down such a polite request, so waved his hand and said, “OK, let’s 
have it.” 

Having got the green light, the Director pressed on. “So, while I’m aware 
that challenging Adam Smith’s precious ideas might be a little 
presumptuous, given he was a genius and, lets’ face it, I’m just a raddled 
old adman, so what do I know? I’m calling out his theory: I’m saying he 
got it wrong!” (At this point the Director took a careful look at the 
bartender’s name tag again,) “You see Faye, Smith thought his Invisible 
Hand somehow proved that society functioned best when everyone 
behaved selfishly, but I don’t think that’s the case at all. If you ask me, it’s 
just as well-suited - if not more so - to spreading a positive message. So 
I’m going to take Adam Smith’s Invisible Hand and use it to shout about 
Copitalism instead!” 

“More an Invisible Megaphone then?” Said George, playfully mocking his 
mentor. 

“If you like.” Replied the Director, a little defensively. “But it’s no less 
fanciful than the Invisible Hand itself.” 
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“T’m sorry.” Said George, sensing he’d hurt the Director's feelings. 

“That’s OK”, replied the Director, aware that what he was about to say 
would require a degree of blind faith. “But, I hope you can see that I’m 
using the same argument proposed in The Wealth of Nations, only with a 
twist. And if my theory is right, Copitalism, or something like it, will be 
adopted by a more enlightened generation than the last one because, as per 
the law of the Invisible Hand, it will suit them to do so." 

“Interesting” said Faye, now swirling an ice cube around in a tumbler. 
Encouraged by the fact his audience hadn’t burst out laughing at this idea, 
the Director continued his thesis with renewed gusto. “You see, as I was 
explaining to George earlier on today while we were walking back from 
the studio, while Smith was proposing an Invisible Hand working behind 
the scenes to create wealth for everyone, he couldn’t explain why it did 
this. Which was a little embarrassing, given he was part of the 
Enlightenment boy band I was telling George about before, that included 
Voltaire, Kant and Isaac Newton. Those guys were part of the Age of 
Reason so they liked to base their theories on the Scientific Method 18, 
which was certainly an upgrade on superstition and religious dogma which 
had been how things got approved during the Middle Ages. 

“But, BREAKING NEWS, we now know there JS an explanation for the 
Invisible Hand, which casts a whole new light on Adam Smith and his 
economic theories. And this sets up a whole new ballgame!” 

This outburst made George pause. It sounded like they may be on the 
verge of a breakthrough, which meant he might, at last, be getting closer, 


please god, to a conclusion and the possibility of getting some sleep. 


18 The Scientific Method is a systematic approach to understanding the natural world 
through observation, hypothesis formation, experimentation, and analysis. 
www.sciencebuddies.org 
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“You see,” continued the Director, “when Smith used the term The 
Invisible Hand, he didn’t know it was just an example of something that’s 
actually pretty common in the natural world. Something we now call 
Spontaneous Order.!9 

At this, George pulled out another one of his interesting looks. 

"The best example of Spontaneous Order | know about are the starling 
murmurations 29 on the Somerset Levels near where I live. Tens of 
thousands of starlings, all flying in synchronised patterns that look like a 
plume of smoke. They do it without a conductor or rule book. They 
somehow just feel the force.” 

“They just do it!" Contributed Faye enthusiastically. "You see it with fish 
too. When a shark attacks a school of sardines, they'll make amazing 
patterns to confuse it.” 

"Good example!" agreed the Director. “They protect themselves by being 
part of a bigger group. And this phenomenon isn't just found in nature. 


Take Open-Source 7! software, for example. Folks from all over the world 


'9 Spontaneous Order is a concept in social theory and economics that describes the 
emergence of complex and organised systems from the self-interested actions of individuals, 
without central planning or external direction. 

The Power and Petvasiveness of Spontaneous Order www.econlib.org 


20 Starling Murmurations are a natural phenomena where many thousands of starlings move 
together in an intricate display of tight, swirling formations that seem to ripple and flow in 
dynamic shapes and patterns that constantly shift and evolve. Despite their seemingly complex 
nature, murmurations emerge from the collective behaviour of individual birds, each following 
simple rules of alignment, cohesion, and separation. 

Why do flocks of birds swoop and swirl together in the sky? A biologist explains the 
science of murmurations. https://theconversation.com 


21 Open-Soutce refers to a collaborative approach to software development where the source 
code of a program is made freely available to the public, allowing anyone to view, modify, and 
distribute it. This model fosters transparency, innovation, and community participation, as 
developers from around the world can contribute to the improvement and evolution of the 
software. Open-source projects power much of the digital infrastructure we rely on today. 
What is open source? https://opensource.com 


211 


THE DRAGON AND THE HUMMINGBIRD 


working together on grassroots projects: Enthusiasts cooperating with each 
other to make cool and very complicated stuff without the need for a 
hierarchy of management calling the shots. And the result are all sorts of 
good things, like Linux,?? Wikipedia, Signal and WordPress. 

"The same's true of the way slang words develop. Nobody sits on a board 
of censors deciding what words are cool; they just evolve and people agree 
with each other, without the need for a referee.” 

“That sounds like something William Gibson 23 might say,” offered Faye. 
“You know, The street finds its own uses for things? and all that.” 


? 


“IT was in one of Gibson’s films once.” Said George distractedly. “Johnny 
Mnemonic. Keanu Reeves. It wasn’t very good.” 

The Director didn’t know what George was talking about, but he was just 
happy to see him back in the programme and contributing again. 

“Even scientific discoveries are often made by scientists tapping into one 
another's ideas without a central hub. A lot of breakthroughs like this 
happen organically rather than through any sort of formal process.” 
“Sounds spooky!” Said George. 

“Tt is sort of spooky.” Agreed the Director. “The mathematician Steven 


Strogatz suggests that scientists find Spontaneous Order baffling because 


22 Linux Operating System is a widely used open-source operating system that powers 
numerous service, including Ubuntu, Debian, and Fedora. It serves as the foundation for a 
vast array of computing devices, from servers and desktops to embedded systems and 
smartphones. 

What is Linux? www.linux.com 


23 William Gibson is an American-Canadian speculative fiction writer and essayist widely 
credited with pioneering the science fiction sub-genre known as cyberpunk and having 
envisioned both the Internet and virtual reality before either existed. 

William Gibson: the man who saw tomorrow www.theguardian.com 
https://williamgibsonbooks.com 


24 The street finds its own uses for things is one of Gibson's most quoted phrases, first 
appearing in his book Burning Chrome. 
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it seems to defy the laws of thermodynamics, which predict that things 
ought to fall apart rather than build cohesive patterns together. Yet, when 
we look through a telescope or a microscope, we see magnificent 
structures - galaxies, cells, ecosystems, human beings - somehow manage 
to assemble themselves. The enigma bedevils all of science today.?° 

The Director quoted this from memory. George had ceased to wonder how. 
“T should also say though, FULL DISCLOSURE, that I’m not the first to 
suggest The Invisible Hand is an example of Spontaneous Order. That 
honour probably goes to an Austrian neoliberal 76 oddball called Frederick 
von Hayek 27 who was, essentially, Adam Smith on steroids minus the 
moral scruples. 

“Thatcher and Chilean dictator Pinochet loved him.” said Faye unable to 
hide her contempt. 

“T dislike him already.” Quipped George wryly. 

“That she did.” Nodded the Director in the bartender’s direction. “Hayek 
believed the whole of human society was an example of Spontaneous 
Order but that this merely amounted to the sum of transactions between 
individuals, devoid of morals or emotions. Thatcher was more or less 


paraphrasing Hayek when she said, Theres no such thing as society.” 


25 From Syne: The Emerging Science of Spontaneous Order (2003)by Steven H. 
Strogatz 


26 Neoliberal is a political and economic ideology that advocates for free-market capitalism, 
limited government intervention in the economy, deregulation, privatisation, and reduced 


public spending. 


27 Friedrich Hayek (1899 - 1992) was an Austrian-British economist known for his 
contribution to free-market capitalist theory and his criticism of central planning and 
socialism. His most influential work, "The Road to Serfdom" (1944), warned against the 
dangers of collectivism and government intervention in the economy, arguing that such 
policies inevitably lead to tyranny and the erosion of individual freedom. 

Who Was Friedrich Hayek? What Was His Economic Theory? www. investopedia.com 
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“She really said that?” asked George, genuinely surprised. 

The Director nodded. “To be more accurate, she actually said: 

"Too many people believe if they have a problem, it's the government's job 
to fix it. T have a problem, I'll get a grant.' 'I'm homeless, the government 
must house me.' They're casting their problem on society. And, you know, 
there is no such thing as society. There are individual men and women, 
and there are families. And no government can do anything except through 
people, and people must look to themselves first.” 28 

“Jeez,” responded George, shaking his head at this cold, reductionist 
assessment of what Jean-Jacques Rousseau had called The Social 
Contract 29 200 years earlier. 

“Hayek basically took Smith’s Invisible Hand and rebadged it as 
Spontaneous Order and then used this to explain why the free market was 
the only option for human progress. But then he went even further by 
insisting that greater inequality was a good thing!” 

“What a dick.” Said George contemptuously. 

“IT couldn’t possibly comment.” Replied the Director. “But, in essence, 
Hayek had noticed that when a society is controlled by politicians - as 
happened in Soviet Russia after their revolution - it soon turns into a 
totalitarian dictatorship, and he didn't want that. So he took the idea of 
Spontaneous Order and used it to ‘prove’ that an economy works better 
when it is left to its own devices and why, therefore, Greed is Good. 


Hayek’s ideas directly led to the development of the magical thinking of 


28 Margaret Thatcher - Interview for Woman's Own ("no such thing /as society”) 1987 Sep 23 
www.margaretthatcher.org 


29 In The Social Contract (1762) Rousseau argues that individuals in a state of nature are free 
and equal, but as society develops, they enter into a social contract with one another, 
surrendering certain freedoms to the community in exchange for protection of their remaining 
tights. www.worldhistory.org 


214 


Gramskii 


Trickle-Down Theory 3° later developed by The Chicago School 3! which 
the journalist William Blum memorably described as The principle that 
the poor, who must subsist on table scraps dropped by the rich, can best be 
served by giving the rich bigger meals. 32 

“Other economists, like Karl Polanyi 3, profoundly disagreed with Hayek, 
and ironically suggested a better example of Spontaneous Order would be 
the trade unions which formed to fight free-market theories such as 
Trickle-Down. But you don't hear so much about Polanyi, because his 
ideas don't fit quite so well with the GRiF Ter agenda.” 

“I’m beginning to see a pattern developing.” Said Faye. 


“That turkeys don’t vote for Christmas?” asked George. 


30 Trickle-Down Theory, (aka supply-side economics) states that policies aimed at benefiting 
the wealthy and corporations eventually "trickles down" to everyone else in society. Advocates 
argue that by incentivising investment, job creation, and economic growth at the top, the 
benefits will spread across all income levels. 

Trickle-Down Economics: Theory, Policies, Critique www.investopedia.com 


31 The Chicago School refers to a prominent economic school of thought led by economists 
such as Milton Friedman and George Stigler. It became known for its advocacy of free market 
principles, deregulation, and limited government intervention in the economy and played a 
significant role in shaping conservative economic policy in the United States and around the 
world, particularly through the promotion of laissez-faire capitalism. The Chicago School's 
ideas have had a lasting impact on economic policy and continue to influence debates in 
economics and public policy today. 

What Is the Chicago School of Economics? www.investopedia.com 


32 William Blum (1933 — 2018) was an American author and journalist and a critic of United 
States foreign policy. https://williamblum.org 


33 Karl Polanyi (1886-1964) was a Hungarian political economist, known for his book, The 
Great Transformation, published in 1944, which argues that free-market societies disrupted 
traditional social structures and led to social and environmental crises. He advocated for the 
protection of society from unrestricted capitalism. 

Karl Polanyi: A Life on the Left https://academic.oup.com 
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“Hayek won that argument and went on to inspire the Chicago School 
which, in turn, influenced Nixon, Reagan and Thatcher. And the rest is 
neoliberal history.” 

“...written by the victors...” added Faye again. “But it’s the victims who 
write the memoirs... Carol Tavris 34 said that.” She qualified, speaking as 
the political science undergrad she was in her day job and not wanting to 
take credit for such a good line. 

The Director nodded. “Yet, when Hayek, following Adam Smith, took the 
phenomenon of Spontaneous Order and bent it out of shape to fit his free- 
market agenda, he also took the humanity out of human interaction and 
replaced it with algorithms and a market that knew the price of everything 
and the value of nothing. And, thanks to him, we’ve ended up where we 
are now.” 

Faye shook her head. She’d recently spent a whole term learning about 
Hayek and the neoliberal problems he’d caused, and this was bringing it 
all back. 

“’’m no economist,” said the Director. “but even I know that if you 
deregulate a market and just let it rip, money and power will always 
concentrate near the top.” 

“Which, I guess, was exactly the point the lady who designed Monopoly 
was trying to warn us about: That there’s only one winner and lots of 
losers.” Said George, remembering all those Christmases when he’d lost at 
that game. 

“Which doesn’t sound much like Spontaneous Order to me.” Added the 


Director. “I mean, when you think of those starlings or sardines, they stick 


34 Carol Tavris (born 1944) is an American psychologist and feminist who wrote the 
book Mistakes Were Made (but Not by Me) (2007) which looks at how the perpetrators of hurtful 
acts justify their behaviour. https://tavris.socialpsychology.org 
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together, because they instinctively know there’s safety in numbers. And 
when they’re attacked, they scatter, confuse their enemy and reform once 
the danger is gone. And when you think about those peer-to-peer software 
enthusiasts busily making their open-source programmes, they’re not 
doing it for the money; they do it because they enjoy working in a team 
towards a shared goal. In fact, I’d say most of them do it precisely because 
it’s not about working for The Man 35, They do it for the simple love and 
satisfaction it brings, with no thought of personal, selfish gain” 
“Copitalism in action, which I’m pretty sure would be an alien concept to 
Hayek and his dickhead chums.” Said Faye forcefully, suddenly aware she 
might have overstepped the client/staff boundary. 

The Director didn’t care and just picked up where he’d left off. “So, in 
conclusion, Hayek and Smith were wrong to insist that a society is only 
successful when it’s driven by the Jnvisible Hand of selfishness. This is the 
narrative pushed by the people upstairs because that’s the one that suits 
them best. In reality, their definition of this phenomenon is about as 
natural as a cancer that’s slowly killing it’s host.” 

“Mr. Smith said the same thing in The Matrix.” Added George for 
additional context. 

“Well he makes a good point.” Agreed the Director, “Because, while 
cancer cells may be an example of Spontaneous Order, they’re also an 
anomaly because they don’t built into a sustainable ecosystems. And, if 
you think about it, neither do they kill each other, which is more than you 


can say for Capitalism.” 


35 The Man tefers to a person or entity seen as representing an oppressive authority, power, 
the establishment and especially faceless corporations and corporate executives that disregard 
the interests or rights of the individual. The phrase is often used in expressions like "stick it to 
the man”, "fighting against the man” “add 6% sales tax for the man” and "the man is keeping 
me down" 
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“When you put it like that, it’s not exactly rocket science.” Said Faye, as 
she digested the core components of this thesis. 

“No, it isn't.” Agreed the Director. “But it suits the GRiFTer agenda. 
What’s more, they don't want us to know that genuine Spontaneous Order 
doesn’t fit the Capitalist narrative anyway. In fact, whether they realise it 
or not, free market Capitalists fear anything resembling genuine 
Spontaneous Order. That’s because you can't control it, and if you can't 
control it, you can't own it, and if you can’t own it, you can't make money 
out of it. Which is why Linux isn't as popular as Windows, even though it’s 
fundamentally a better computer system: The reason it isn't now the 
world’s most used software is because GRiFTers can’t make money out of 
it.” 

“That’s so fucked up.” Was all George could think of to say. 

"As I’ve said already, it’s a lot easier to encourage people to be greedy 
than it is to be kind. So, maybe Smith wasn’t describing the most efficient 
way of running a society after all, but just the most expedient: The one 
that best fitted the needs of the Establishment at the time. The one that was 
easiest to implement. And maybe even Hayek desperately wanted his 
version of the /nvisible Hand to be true, partly to make a name for himself, 
but partly because he was genuinely concerned by what he’d seen 
happening in Russia. Either way, we’ve been dealing with the 
consequences ever since, which has lead, inevitably, to the climate crisis 
we’re now threatened by.” 

“Nice summary.” Agreed Faye approvingly. 

“Thanks. But hey kids, look at it this way.” he said, hoping to inject some 
optimism, “If I’m right about this, then it’s equally possible to make a case 
for a market that’s not driven by self-interest at all, but one in which 


people understand that helping each other is a better way of helping 
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themselves, which I’d call mutual self-interest. It’s similar to what the 
Indian economist Amartya Sen said recently: 

“We should not fall into the trap of presuming that self-interest is, in any 
sense, more elemental than other values. Moral or social concerns can be 
just as elementary.” 36 

While this was quite a complicated idea, meaning he had to ask the 
Director to say it twice, George finally felt they might be getting 


somewhere. 


6.7. Let’s Stay Together 


The Director was now in full flow, laying out the argument he’d had many 
times before, albeit only in his head. 

“When Adam Smith was writing The Wealth of Nations, he did it from the 
comfort of Western Europe which, at the time, was thought to be the 
greatest civilisation the world had ever seen. So, not surprisingly, he also 
thought that British merchants were a great example of the Invisible Hand. 
He therefore recommended that, with a few minor adjustments, Britain 
should just keep on doing what it was good at; which, in 1776, essentially 
amounted to exploiting the poor at home and pretty much everyone else 
abroad.” 

“Bastards” said George. 

“Seconded.” Agreed Faye. 

“However, had Adam Smith cast his net a little wider when he was doing 


his research, he may have come to a different conclusion. As I explained to 


36 Amartya Kumar Sen (born 1933) is an Indian economist and philosopher who received the 
Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences in 1998 for his contributions to welfare economics, 
restoring an ethical dimension to economics. www.|se.ac.uk 
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George earlier, if he’d been less dismissive of what he considered 
primitive cultures he might have come closer to agreeing with Adam 
Ferguson’s theories.” 

“Really?” asked Faye, a little surprised, given she knew a little bit about 
Ferguson’s ideas. 

“Sure!” replied the Director. “Give him his due; Smith looked at the 
Ancient Greeks, the Romans and even Chinese culture to see how they 
traded, but he completely overlooked the barter systems used by agrarian 
societies because he didn’t think they had anything to offer. He might have 
been a great thinker for his time, but he was no anthropologist. I mean, he 
called Native Americans savages.” 

George was not impressed. 

“Had he looked a little harder, he might have 
realised that a selfish Invisible Hand was only 
one of many conclusions he might have come 
to. But he lacked all the ingredients he needed 
to make that picnic. I mean, imagine if he’d 
known about Peter Kropotkin!” 37 

"Doctor Kropotkin?” Asked George, surprised. 
"Isn't he a character in my Super Mario video 


game?" 


"I'm not sure George," replied the Director. "T'll =—_ — 


37 Pyotr Kropotkin (1842-1921) was a Russian anarchist, geographer, economist, and 
philosopher who argued that cooperation and mutual aid were natural tendencies in human 
societies and in the animal kingdom, challenging the prevailing social Darwinist views of 
competition and survival of the fittest. Some of his notable works include "Mutual Aid: A 
Factor of Evolution" and "The Conquest of Bread.” 

The Prince of Evolution: Peter Kropotkin's Adventures in Science and Politics - one of 
the world's first international celebrities, who wrote about the scientific law of mutual aid 
which guides the evolution of life on Earth. www.scientificamerican.com 
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look into it. But the Kropotkin /'‘m thinking about was a Russian Prince 
who'd spent years studying animals in Siberia and developed some 
revolutionary ideas that might have caused Adam Smith to rethink his 
theories.” 

“T like where you’re going with this.” Complimented Faye, as she knew 
Kropotkin was part of a module she’d be studying in her next term. 
“Kropotkin had seen how animals in the wild cooperated with each other. 
Most were members of the same species, but sometimes totally different 
types of animal helped each other out, foraging for food, hunting in packs, 
warning each other of predators and even building communal nests. All of 
which might have been considered Spontaneous Order had Smith known 
about it. What’s more, it’s now obvious that this form of Invisible Hand 
creates stable and self-regulating ecosystems that Adam Smith would have 
been blown away by. It was certainly a long way from the dog-eat-dog 
picture of the natural world the sociologist Herbert Spencer had in mind 
when he coined the phrase The Survival of the Fittest. 35 Spencer hijacked 
both Charles Darwin’s and Adam Smith’s ideas to support his own right- 
wing ideology, and in particular his idea that human advancement relied 
on competition. Kropotkin disagreed: He knew the laws of nature applied 
just as much to humans as they did to animals, and that successful 
societies were therefore built on cooperation. Something I like to think of 
as the survival of the kindest.” 


“Nice.” Said George approvingly. 


38 Herbert Spencer (1820 to 1903) was an English philosopher, biologist, anthropologist, and 
sociologist best known for his theory of Social Darwinism, which applied Charles Darwin's 
principles of natural selection and evolution to human societies. Spencer coined the term 
"survival of the fittest," which he used to justify laissez-faire and social inequalities. 

From ‘natural selection’ to ‘survival of the fittest’: On the significance of Spencer’s 
refashioning of Darwin https://journals.sagepub.com 
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“So I’m sure if Smith and Kropotkin had met, they'd have had a lot to 
discuss. Unfortunately, it never happened because they were born almost a 
century apart. However, if they had met, Kropotkin would have been able 
to describe what a hundred years of capitalism and the industrial 
revolution had achieved. A sort of half-time highlights reel.” 

“Like a soccer manager describing the match so far.” Suggested George. 
“A mismatch more like,” said Faye, who already knew the score. 

Picking up the theme, the Director explained, “Yes, he’d point out that 
GRiFTers United were 5-0 up, that environmental disaster and social 
injustice had been running rampant down both wings and the /aissez-faire 
tactics of the opposing coach were stacking the odds massively in favour 
of the wealthy elite. 

"Smith wouldn’t have been too impressed." Suggested George. 

“You're right," agreed the Director, “so I'm pretty sure he’d have listened 
to Kropotkin's suggestion of switching to a more structured Mutual Aid 3° 
formation based on teamwork rather than individual flair." 

By this point, the Director’s contrived allusion to soccer management had 
become far too niche for George to follow, so he returned to something 
more prosaic. 

"So I hope I’ve now explained how we can swap out Capitalism for 
something better; something I think Adam Smith would recognise and, 
being a well-meaning guy, would agree with. Hopefully, he’d see his 


precious Invisible Hand wasn't necessarily driven by self-interest, and that 


39 Mutual Aid emphasises the importance of cooperation, reciprocity, and solidarity in 
building resilient and supportive communities and is based on the idea that people can 
collectively address their common challenges and problems by pooling resources, skills, and 
knowledge. It can be particularly valuable during times of crisis, such as natural disasters, 
economic downturns, or pandemics, when traditional systems may be overwhelmed or 
inaccessible. 

What Is Mutual Aid, And How Can It Transform Our World? www.globalgiving.org 
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maybe his mate Adam Ferguson was more on the right track with his 
vision of a kinder society. Smith might even have realised the monster 
he’d created was capable of destroying the planet and that it might have 
been better if he’d just kept his big mouth shut. 


6.8. Bring Me A Higher Love 


At the end of this little speech, the Director drained his glass with a 
satisfied gulp. 

"You look as if you could do with a little Mutual Aid yourself," suggested 
Faye, who'd been quietly polishing the same glass for five minutes. "Care 
for a top-up?" 

"That's a great idea!" Responded the Director with a smile. "And the same 
for my friend here, and have one yourself." 

"So, I get it," said George, energised since the conversation had turned 
more upbeat. "Maybe Adam Smith got it wrong. He was looking at a 
world where wealthy people were already doing very well for themselves, 
so he assumed that was just how life worked." 

"Precisely; to be honest, the last thing Smith wanted was to give those 
psychopaths at the East India Company an easy-to-follow guide that 
explained how to switch from slow and restrictive Mercantilism to the 
new, improved and much more profitable Capitalism. In fact, he hoped his 
book would reform the East India Company altogether. Some hope. 
Seeing how much more profit they could now make, the politicians who 
ran the show just filleted out the parts of The Wealth of Nations they didn't 
like and filled their boots with whatever was left." 

“Bastards." Muttered Faye. 
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"That's what I’ve been saying all night!” Chuckled George, though he 
wasn’t sure what this had to do with boots, or who owned the boots. "I get 
it: Smith screwed up, but Spontaneous Order can still save us by 
organising us into a more cooperative society. So what do we do next; just 
hang around and wait for inspiration? Tell me before I die of suspense - or 
alcohol poisoning, whichever comes first.” 

The Director was fond of this young man, and this encouraged him to 
press on. "Sure," he said, “so we've talked about how Capitalism isn't 
some grand scheme designed by the ///uminati 4, but just a lot of little 
dragons like me and you who are too greedy to give up our lifestyle 
without knowing there's something better waiting on the other side. And as 
I’ve tried to explain, I believe that Copitalism is that something better 
we’ ve been looking for.” 

“Cool. So, if I was ready to sign up to a Copitalist lifestyle, where do I 
start? Where are the companies I can buy these Copitalist things from? Do 
they actually exist?” 

“Sure they do.” Reassured the Director. 

"Really," asked George, looking around. “Plenty of brands claim to be 
saving the planet, but when you look more closely, you realise they’re as 
bad as the rest.” 

“Just so much greenwashing.” Said Faye, cynically. 

“That’s very true,” agreed the Director. “At the minute, you have to be 
very careful because there’s a hell of a lot of shady marketing around 
trying to hoodwink you into buying stuff you think is green, when it’s 
nothing of the sort. The GRiFTers boast about their ESG credentials, and 


40 The INuminati is a term often used to refer to various secretive groups or organisations, 
both historical and speculative. In modern times, the term "Iluminati" is often used in 
conspiracy theories to describe a shadowy, powerful group that allegedly controls world events 
and manipulates governments and economies for its own agenda 
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exaggerate how ethical they are, and we put up with it. But if we started to 
take more responsibility for the things we buy and reject the brands that lie 
to us, they’d soon change their ways.” 

“But would they?” asked George sceptically. “Will capitalist businesses 
ever behave honestly?” 

“Sure!” replied the Director. “Would you believe me if I told you that a 
hundred years ago there were lots of Copitalist companies in the UK?" 
“Are you sure?" Asked George again, “You’re telling me there were 
trustworthy businesses even before shoppers had legal protection?” 

“Yeah, that’s what I’m saying. Incredible though it now seems, back in 
Victorian times, there were plenty of businesses in the UK that didn't 
follow the capitalist model. What’s more, they were very successful, even 
though they didn’t consider profits to be their sole reason for existing.” 
“Wow!” said George. 

“Unlike most big businesses today, that are only interested in satisfying 
their shareholders, these visionary early copitalists prioritised their social 
and ethical responsibilities. They saw the provision of a good standard of 
living for their employees to be a key goal and invested a large proportion 
of their profits into it.” 

“19th Century copitalism in action!” Exclaimed Faye in surprise. 

“Sounds great, but they couldn't have been all that successful," Counter- 
challenged George ruefully, "or else I'd have heard about them." 

"You probably have," replied the Director with a smile. "I mean, I'm sure 
you've eaten Quaker Oats, and I know you like British chocolate because 
you eat it all the time, and Cadbury's, Fry's and Rowntree's were all 
Quaker businesses, and, if I'm not mistaken, those shoes you're wearing 
are Clarks?" 


“Wallabees’’, confirmed George; "Super cool. We all wear them in LA.” 
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"Well, once upon a time they were a Quaker firm too." 

"I did not know that." 

"Yep. And how about GlaxoSmithKline and Johnson & Johnson before 
they were bought out by Big Pharma. And Barclays and Lloyds Bank 
before they sold out to the financial system that's now killing us. Or what 
about Unilever? It's one of the world's largest consumer goods companies, 
but in 1888, when a Quaker#! called William Hesketh Lever began 
manufacturing soap in Liverpool, it was just called Lever Brothers. He 
built his business on simplicity, social responsibility, and ethical practices. 
As well as running a profitable business, he aimed to improve the living 
conditions of his workers and their families, so he built an entirely new 
town called Port Sunlight ”, in the countryside on the banks of the River 
Mersey where over 3000 of his employees lived. They enjoyed beautiful 
architecture, green spaces, a hospital, schools, a church, shops, a 
swimming pool, a theatre, a gym and an art gallery. Pretty incredible for 
1888! 


41 The Quakers, formally known as the Religious Society of Friends, are a Christian religious 
movement that emerged in England during the 17th century. The movement was founded by 
George Fox in the mid-17th century as a dissenting Protestant group. The term "Quakers" 
originated as a derisive label given to the group because members were said to "quake" or 
tremble under the influence of divine inspiration. 
The Quakers are known for several key beliefs and practices: 

1. Direct Experience of God rather than formal rituals and clergy-led worship 

2. Peace and Nonviolence 

3. Equality and Social Justice 

4. Simplicity and Integrity 
Quakerism has spread beyond its origins in England and is now practiced worldwide. 
https://www.quaker.org.uk 


42 Port Sunlight - www.portsunlightvillage.com 
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"Another Quaker called George Cadbury made chocolate in Birmingham. 
In 1895, he moved his factory 5 miles out from the polluted city centre to 
a model village he'd built called Bournville.43 

“Bournville housed around 2,500 employees in high-quality housing 
inspired by the Arts & Crafts movement. Like Port Sunlight, it also had 
green spaces, a junior and secondary school, a swimming pool, playing 
fields, a library, a reading room and even a musical tower! 

"The cost of creating these model villages was enormous, but that wasn't 
the point. Unlike today's multinationals, these Quaker businesses weren't 
all about the money. They had what we’d now call ESG genuinely baked 
into their culture, a hundred years before it was fashionable. And it wasn’t 
just a way to greenwash their businesses. They even pioneered gender 
equality, giving women the chance to be top managers. These businesses 
made high-quality products, were respected pillars of the community and 
contributed enormously to wider society. All of which made them highly 
trustworthy. Which, in itself, was an excellent way to differentiate from 
less reputable or reliable competitors. As a result, they enjoyed even more 
success. 

"The point I'm making is that Quaker entrepreneurs saw business as a way 
to serve something higher than just profit, and, like the King of Bhutan, 
they had ambitions beyond just wanting to be filthy rich. They had other 
priorities. 

“As you say Faye, they were a perfect example of Copitalism, so it’s 

a tragedy that most of these Quaker businesses were gobbled up by the 
Dragon and sold to the GRiFTers. But a few still survive and it's time we 


brought more of them back. 


#8 Bournville Village www.cadburyworld.co.uk 
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"And there are plenty of modern examples of this sort of thing. Think of 
mutual societies, cooperatives, not-for-profits, charitable organisations, 
community interest companies and employee-owned businesses like the 
John Lewis Partnership/Waitrose/Peter Jones # that share their profits 
with their partners or the hi-fi chain Richer Sounds *° which handed over 
60% of the business to its staff. And brands like Patagonia.” * 

“Tell me about Patagonia.” asked George, “I’ve got a bunch of Patagonia 
gear back home.” 

“Well, until 2022 they were a private company, which meant they didn’t 
have to worry about giving institutional shareholders their pound of flesh. 
They could do whatever they liked, which, in 2020, included sewing labels 
in their clothes saying Vote the Assholes Out - because they didn’t want 
Trump to be re-elected. This sort of attitude made them even more 


popular, leading to their owner becoming a billionaire! This horrified him, 
so he gave the business away to the Holdfast Collective, “4 which is a trust 


dedicated to fighting the environmental crisis. Since then, their sales have 


44 John Lewis Partnership/Waitrose/Peter Jones: “Over 100 years ago our Founder, John 
Spedan Lewis, began an experiment into a better way of doing business by including staff in 
decision making on how the business would be run. He wanted to create a way of doing 
business that was both commercial avd democratic, giving every Partner a voice in the business 
they co-own. This combination, so ahead of its time, continues to make us what we ate 
today.” www.johnlewispartnership.co.uk 


45 Richer Sounds: “Our Founder, Julian Richer, began buying and selling hi-fi separates at 
school when he was 14. In 1978, aged 19, he opened his first shop on London Bridge Walk. In 
May 2019, he sold 60% of his shares in the business (thus handing control) to an employee 
ownership trust.” www.richersounds.com 


46 Who owns Patagonia? “Patagonia’s new owners are the Holdfast Collective and the 
Patagonia Purpose Trust. The Holdfast Collective owns 98% of the company and all of the 
nonvoting stock. The Patagonia Purpose Trust owns 2% of the company and all of the voting 
stock. Nonvoting stock carries economic value but not decision-making authority. Voting 
stock has both economic value and decision-making authority. Put another way, Patagonia’s 
purpose is: We’re in business to save our home planet. The Patagonia Purpose Trust ensures 
the company’s commitment to its purpose forever.” https://eu.patagonia.com 
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continued to grow because people want this sort of authenticity and 
courage from their brands. More business owners need to realise that 
being good for the planet is good for business. And it’s not as though the 
climate crisis is going away. In five years it’s going to be a lot worse than 
it is now, so the successful companies will be the ones that tried to do 
something about it early.” 

“So, what you’re saying is we should buy from independent Copitalists 
whenever we can and avoid Global, Rent-Extracting, Financialised Tax- 
Evading GRiFTers!” 

“That’s exactly what I’m saying.” Agreed the Director. “But then there’s 
the Ben and Jerry ’s 47 of this world.” 

“Ben & Jerry's? Asked Faye. “They used to be cool - before they sold out 
to Unilever.” 

“That’s right,” Agreed the Director. “But they’ve been a thorn in 
Unilever s side ever since because they don't play the Capitalist game. 
Unilever finally gave up on them a few months back and are selling them 
on, so itll be interesting to see what happens next. It’s hard for businesses 
like Ben and Jerry’s when they’re trying to change the system from the 
inside. They have the pressure from institutional investors squeezing them 
to make more profits, while at the same time trying to protect their 
reputation for being the good guys. Institutional investors are only 
interested in the bottom line, so they have zero morals, or, to be more 


accurate, they are AMORAL because they’re autonomous entities, like 


47 “We’re guessing most of you know by now that Ben & Jerry’s is a wholly owned subsidiary 
of Unilever, but we’re betting you’ve never met our independent Board of Directors...It's not 
a governing body in the conventional sense, but a (very!) independent B.O.D. that's 
empowered to protect and defend Ben & Jerry's brand equity and integrity. We love making ice 
cream - but using our business to make the world a better place gives our work its meaning.” 
www.benjerry.com 
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machines, devoid of human emotion: their only purpose is to maximise 
profits. So avoid them whenever you can.” 

“Gotcha.” Agreed George. 

"And while we're at it, let's remember the millions of people, like doctors, 
nurses, teachers and charity workers, all making a fraction of what they 
might otherwise earn if they’d chosen a proper job”, said the Director 
showing his disdain for what, in the commercial sector might be 
considered a proper job. “These people don't work to make as much 
money as they can; they look for satisfaction and reward from helping 
others.” 

“They’re Copitalists too!” exclaimed Faye, realising this concept applied 
to a wider definition of society than that offered by capitalism. 

The Director was pleased to see the full implications of his idea were 
slowly being absorbed. “Where would we be if we took our cue from 
teaching professionals who want to do more than just make money, or 
from business owners who know that being philanthropic, like the 
Quakers, makes good business sense? And what could we achieve if we 
stopped pandering to the GRiFTer institutions, and took more care in how 
we spent our money? I’m telling you, it would have massive repercussions 
throughout society. It would put the investment banks out of business, the 
bond and currency markets would dry up and those poor offshore tax- 
havens would have to find new ways to grift a living. But, as these 
parasites add nothing to society anyway, we wouldn't even notice they'd 
gone, and the world would be infinitely safer and better off. 

“You go Sir!” shouted George enthusiastically, caught up in this speech. 
The Director had been on a roll for a while now, and George and Faye 


exchanged a smile, appreciating his energy and passion. 
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“Why is this so hard to imagine?” He continued. “Why am / considered 
eccentric for suggesting such a thing? After all, the world would be much 
better off, and we wouldn’t be slowly killing ourselves. 

"Of course”, continued the Director, hardly stopping for breath, “the 
GRiFTers would argue that without their investment, the economy would 
grind to a halt, thousands of companies would go out of business, and 
there’d be no money to invest in new technologies. But that's a false 
argument: Without the GRiFTers, we'd stop piling money into things we 
didn’t need in the hope of making easy money out of money, and only 
invest in what was useful to us. Remember; The New Deal or The Welfare 
State only happened because the banks and stock-market had failed. We 
don't need banks, we need a new vision for how to succeed. 

The Director paused for a moment to savour the aroma of his whisky and 
mentally construct the final point he wanted to make. 

"If Patagonia can explore ways to escape the Capitalist trap, so can 
millions of other businesses, especially if their customers are willing to 
support them. It’s all about quality over quantity. Buy less / Buy better. 
"The GRiFTers don't want you to think like this. Who knows what would 
happen if we realised we held all the cards? It wouldn't take a revolution to 
overthrow the bourgeoisie; we just need to stop playing their games and 
demand a simpler, safer, healthier world instead." 

"Now we're getting somewhere.” Confirmed George with a degree of 


satisfaction. "So what do we do now?” 
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The Director sat back and smiled reflectively. “George, if Karl Marx were 
here with us now, I've a feeling he’d be pretty disappointed with how 
things have turned out.” 

“You’re probably right,’ agreed George, somewhat sanguine. “And I 
expect he’d also be wondering why he was sitting in this bougie bar at half 
past one in the morning.” 

“That too!” Agreed the Director smiling. “The first thing he’d probably 


want to know is how the revolution was coming along.” 
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“And we’d have to tell him it’s not looking great,” chimed in the 
bartender, clearly feeling she was now among comrades. 

“T’m afraid you’re right,” agreed the Director. 

Warming to her theme, she continued, “We’d also have to break the news 
that the workers of the world, despite having nothing to lose but their 
chains, have yet to unite and grasp the means of production.” 

“Right again.” Agreed the Director smiling, “I’d have to explain how 
the bourgeoisie had ruthlessly clung to power through a heady mix of 
cultural hegemony, gaslighting and good old-fashioned intimidation. 
Turns out, they were much better at selling the Capitalist dream than Karl 
could have ever imagined. 

“The proletariat were far too willing to lap it up”, added George sounding 
disappointed. “They wanted to join the middle-class party.” 

“And if Gramsci, Zizek, and Mark Fisher were here too, they could fill 
him in on all the gory details.” Finished off the bartender. 

“Woah! It’s getting crowded in here!” Laughed George. 

“I'd better put some more glasses out!” added Faye with a chuckle. 
“However,” continued the Director, enjoying the injection of energy, “We 
could inform him of a plot twist he might not have seen coming.” 

‘Spoiler Alert!” Shouted George, while the bartender leaned in closer, 
keen to hear this new insight. 

“We could tell him that, thanks to global warming and the increasing 
likelihood of mass extinction, the bourgeoisie have finally seen the writing 
on the wall, switched allegiance and joined the workers in challenging the 
Status quo.” 

“You're right! I did not see that coming!” Confirmed Faye, now pouring 


herself a whisky to help digest this new information. 
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“They’d had a good run: I mean, 200 years of rape and pillaging, but hey, 
all good things must come to an end.” said the Director ruefully. “and 
when the middle-class no longer supports the system, the game’s up.” 

“A house divided against itself cannot stand.” ! Quoted Faye. 

“To Abraham Lincoln!” Toasted the Director, lifting his glass. 

“Abe Lincoln!” Agreed George and Faye, clinking their glasses. The 
Director was increasingly impressed with this smart young lady. 

“And when that happens, we enter uncharted waters” he continued, “The 
Titanic is going down, and everyone who can still walk is fighting to get 
into the lifeboats.” 

“Capitalist rats are leaving a sinking ship,” added George tartly. 
“Precisely,” agreed the Director, “yet the GRiFTers still insist there’s 
nothing for us to worry about and tell the band to play on. But we’ve all 
seen how this movie ends.” 

“Yeah, with DiCaprio’s pasty face sinking beneath the icy waves.” 
Reflected George, clearly irritated by the memory of yet another leading 
part he auditioned for but didn't get. “Apparently Winslet thought I was 
too short; the cow.” 

Choosing to ignore this great injustice, the Director continued. “You know, 
it will almost be funny to see the first-class passengers finally having to 
mix with the huddled masses in steerage.” 

“Oh the irony!” Smiled Faye as she imagined this scene. 

“At least, it would be funny if it wasn’t so tragic,” agreed the Director, 
“But, I’m sorry to say, this is exactly what’s going to happen if the 
GRiFTers are steering the ship. They’ll plough on regardless, heading for 


! Lincoln was suggesting there could be no compromise over slavery. You’ve got to be on one 
side or the other. 
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the nearest iceberg, because they don't believe we can sink and they won't 
stop until we’re all floating face down in a sea of hubris.” 

“Please explain.” Requested Faye politely, having not heard the Director’s 
hubris speech from earlier in the evening. 

“Well,” responded the Director earnestly, “There are hundreds of solutions 
to the energy crisis just waiting to be developed, but if we carry on the 
way we are, by the time we do something about it, itl] be too late.” 
“Why’s that?” Asked Faye, sensing she knew the answer, but wanting to 
hear it coming from the Director. 

“Because our hubris is getting in the way,” he confirmed. “There are lots 
of ways we can avoid pumping billions of tons of carbon into the 
atmosphere, but we won't develop any of them if we have to ask ‘Yes, but 
will it make me money?’ If the answers to the climate crisis also have to 
provide the GRiFTers with a profit, then we’re never going to make it.” 
“We’ve got Kamikaze pilots steering the ship!” Shouted George in a state 
of comical panic. “We need a mutiny!” 

“You’re a regular Fletcher Christian.” 2? Smiled Faye affectionately. 
“That’s me!” Agreed George cheerfully. “A modern-day Mel Gibson!” 
“Do you draw all of your references from movies you watched as a kid?” 
asked the Director, genuinely curious. 

“Pretty much.” Confirmed George. “Doesn’t everyone?” 

“Maybe,” replied Faye a little sceptically, while trying not to sound 
superior. “But I’d take Brando over Gibson any day: Sexier and much less 
antisemitic.” 

“One thing’s for sure,” said the Director, bringing the conversation back to 


his nautical trope. “We can’t keep going on the way we have. Something 


2 Fletcher Christian (1764 - 93) was a seaman and leading mutineer on HMS Bounty, under 
the command of William Bligh. 
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has to change, but it would be unwise to think we can just throw the 
Capitalists overboard and paddle to safety. The truth is, even if we knew 
which way to go, there’s no telling we’d make it.” 

Whisky in hand, the Director took a moment to look into the two keen, if 
somewhat squiffy, faces looking back at him, awaiting his next pearl of 
wisdom. 

“The answers won’t come in the form of a silver bullet or a one-size-fits- 
all solution. To save ourselves, we’re going to have to use all of our 
imagination and ingenuity. It’Il be messy at times and some of the things 
we do might even make things worse. But, in the long run, so long as we 
all pull together in the spirit of enlightened self-interest, 3 we can still 
snatch victory from the jaws of defeat.” 

George felt a little blinded by this blizzard of cliches, but he clung on 
grimly in the hope that, somewhere within these platitudes, the Director 
would deliver the answers he was seeking. After all, so far the Director’s 
diagnosis had seemed plausible, so he hoped the prescription for recovery 
would be equally easy to swallow. 

“That’s great Sir,” he queried, “so if we remove the profit motive from the 
process, are there enough new ideas out there to save us?” 

“Certainly there are!” Confirmed the Director reassuringly, now sounding 
like a kindly uncle. “There are hundreds, if not thousands, of clean energy 
alternatives if we could just be bothered to look. But, up to now, there 
hasn’t been the urgency to develop them. The reality is that so many 
sources of clean energy are incredibly cheap and need almost no effort to 


make.” 


3 Enlightened self-interest encourages individuals to consider the broader consequences of 
their actions, recognising that personal well-being is intricately linked to the welfare of others. 
Enlightened Self-Interest: What It Is And Why It Matters https://thoughtacademy.com 
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“That’s a problem?” asked George incredulously. “Are you sure?” 
“Absolutely I am,” responded the Director emphatically. “Did you know 
we can now power our cars using salt?” 

“Salt?” Asked Faye in surprise. “You mean the stuff I dip my margarita 
glasses in?” 

“The very same,” confirmed the Director. “Up to now, there’s been almost 
no interest in developing sodium batteries 4 because, I mean, how the hell 
do you make money out of something you can get from seawater? Where’s 
the markup in that? Sure, right now sodium batteries are bulky, but that’s 
only because we haven’t tried very hard to make them small and 
lightweight.” 

George and Faye were both flummoxed by this. 

“Then look at air-source heat pumps. Any government serious about 
reducing its carbon footprint would have fitted air-source heat pumps to 
every house in the country free of charge! I mean, they’re only a glorified 
fridge in reverse. A very simple piece of kit that would cost a fraction of 
what they charge for them. But that would be too easy. Where’s the money 
in that? So, instead, they’re put on the market at £10 grand a pop and an 


army of dodgy salesmen calls us every day to see if we want to buy one. 5 


4 Sodium Batteries represent a promising avenue for energy storage technology, leveraging 
the abundance and low cost of sodium to address the growing demand for efficient and 
sustainable energy storage solutions. 

Firms are exploring sodium batteries as an alternative to lithium. Unlike lithium, 
sodium is cheap and abundant www.economist.com 


5 Why Are Air Source Heat Pumps So Expensive? A Detailed Look at the High Initial 
Costs: Low market competition — The UK heat pump market is still quite small. With few 
suppliers, prices remain high due to a lack of competition. Installation and maintenance are 
also significant factors driving up the cost of an air source heat pump. Proper installation by 
certified professionals helps ensure optimal performance and efficiency. This expertise does 
not come cheap, with labour accounting for £2,000 to £4,000 of the total air source heat 
pump cost. https://contemporarystructures.co.uk 
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And then, there’s the most boring but effective alternative of all.” 

“Oh yeah, what’s that?” asked Faye sceptically. 

“Insulation, my friend.” Replied the Director with a hint of satisfaction. 
“Insulation?” asked George, yawning to show his lack of interest. 

“Damn right!” Confirmed the Director undeterred by this lack of 
enthusiasm. “Net Zero © is a lot easier to reach when you don’t waste 
energy in the first place. I know it isn’t sexy, but you don’t need to warm a 
house that’s warm already. But of course, there’s not a lot of money to be 
made from putting your old socks and jumpers in your loft, so nobody 
bothers. 7 That’s not how Capitalism works: The idea that the profit motive 
drives innovation is the great myth. Capitalists are only interested in 
innovation if there’s money to be made, and there’s certainly no money in 
salt and old socks, so we’re all left to die instead!” 

“Oh, come on!” exclaimed Faye defiantly. “What about Thomas Edison 
and James Watt? They were great Capitalists and they made a ton of 
money from their inventions.” 

This was a completely valid challenge to his theory and, for a moment, the 
Director felt disappointed with himself for assuming this bartender had 


just been a pretty face with a cocktail shaker. 


6 Net Zero refers to the balance between the amount of greenhouse gases produced and the 
amount temoved from the atmosphere. Achieving net zero emissions is considered crucial for 
addressing climate change. 

What is net zero and how can we get there? https://energysavingtrust.org.uk 


7 Consumers can face some complex and costly choices when deciding how to upgrade their 
home insulation. New research recommends governments should help homeowners engage 
with these issues and ensure they have the information and advice they need. 

Empowering homeowners to insulate their homes through improved awareness and 
information www.which.co.uk 
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“Maybe so,” he conceded, “but what have computers, the Internet, the sat- 
nav in your car, non-stick frying pans and polio vaccines got in common?” 
“Don’t tell me.” Replied George facetiously. “They’ve all been prizes 
on Jeopardy?” 

“Not exactly,” replied the Director. “But close. They were all developed 
thanks to public funding.” 

“Ah... that was going to be my second guess.” Lied George. 

“And without public money, which, by the way, taxpayers like me and you 
provided, those rockets that Bezos and Musk are so proud of would never 
have got off the ground.” 

“Just phallic symbols anyway.” Muttered Faye, unimpressed. “They must 
have really small dicks.” 

“Yes, and without public money, they’d have never got them up.” 
Chuckled the Director. 

“Projectile dysfunction.” Added Faye with excellent comic timing. 

“The same’s true of hundreds of inventions we now take for granted: They 
all needed public money. If we’d have left it to those genius entrepreneurs 
like Bezos and Musk, we wouldn't have developed vaccines and the 
hospitals would still have polio wards.” 

“But Amazon would now be doing a roaring trade in callipers and iron 
lungs.” Suggested George flatly. 

“So pat yourself on the back George and...” the Director had forgotten 
Faye’s name again, so he squinted at her tag. “...Faye, because you’ve 
certainly played your part in making the world a better place.” 

“No thanks to those assholes who think they’re so superior to us little 
people.” Added Faye. 

“., And to whom they avoid paying their taxes!” added George pointedly. 
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At this, the three friends clinked their glasses in a mutual ‘cheers’ of self- 
congratulation. “To Vaccines!” Offered George. 

“FINALLY!” exclaimed Faye suddenly, banging her shot glass onto the 
bar so abruptly that George thought she might smash it. 

“What have I said now?” Asked George, concerned by her sudden 
outburst. 

“lM NOT CRAZY! I’ve been saying this for years!” 

“Saying what?” asked George. 

“Those egotists on Dragons Den really ARE idiots!” she exploded. 
“Couldn’t agree more.” Confirmed an amused George. “They call it 
the Shark Tank in the States, but they’re more like clownfish than sharks.” 
“Apparently, being filthy rich isn’t enough for them,” added the Director. 
“So they’ve got to be on our tellies as well, to remind us of just how 
superior they are.” 

“But they’re no smarter than I am!” rejoined Faye. “Bezos, Branson, 
Zuckerberg and Musk: Just attention-seeking narcissists, all of them!” 

The Director nodded in agreement. “Have you noticed how the people we 
hold up as the most successful examples of Capitalism are also borderline 
sociopaths? It’s no coincidence. Capitalism works best when you’re an 
extremist who doesn’t conform to social norms. Normal people just aren't 
ruthless enough.” 

George thought about this for a moment and wondered why this had never 
occurred to him before. 

“They just happened to have been in the right place at the right time or had 
a rich daddy or something. So why do we treat them like they’re so 
special?” Mused Faye. 

“Bezos, Branson, Zuckerberg and Musk: Sounds like a firm of second-rate 


accountants.” Smiled the Director. 
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“From Des Moines.” Added George drily, “Specialising in small-time 
insurance claims.” 

“... with bad suits, dandruff and halitosis.” Muttered Faye, relishing the 
chance to add detail. “Just privileged white men, somewhere on the 
autistic spectrum, who think they’re superheroes. They could have just as 
easily been serving us all drinks here tonight.” 

“Like in Sliding Doors!” 8 said George, happy for another chance to show 
off his extensive knowledge of popular cinema. 

“Oddballs with limited social skills. And behind them are thousands more 
who are just like them, minus the lucky breaks, so we don’t hear their 
stories.” Concluded the Director, “But you don’t read THAT in Time 
Magazine.” 

“.,. It’s just like you were saying before Sir.” Reflected George. 

“What’s that?” asked the Director. After all, he’d said a lot over the past 6 
hours, so he wasn’t sure what George was getting at. 

“You know: The bit when you explained why computers still use 
crappy Windows software when there’s plenty of better alternatives out 
there.” 

“And that’s also why we still use the putrefied remains of tiny creatures 
that died on the ocean floor millions of years ago to power our cars.” 
Added Faye dismissively. “Sooo sophisticated....” 

“Precisely!” Agreed the Director. “The pair of you really have been 


listening!” patting both George and Faye paternally on their shoulders. 
“But while it’s fun to laugh at dysfunctional entrepreneurs, and see them 


for what they are,” concluded the Director, steering the conversation back 


8 Sliding Doors a 1998 romantic comedy-drama starring Gwyneth Paltrow perhaps now 
mote significant for introducing the idea of the sliding doors moment when a seemingly 
inconsequential action leads to a significant shift in future events. www.imdb.com 
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to his thesis. “The one thing we need to be very clear about is that the 
answers aren’t going to come from any one political ideology. As I said 
before, if we waste time arguing about whether our salvation will be 
Capitalist or Socialist, we’ll all be dead anyway, so it really won’t matter. 
Those are the sorts of conversations to have at a dinner party, or over a 
glass of malt in a late-night bar like this. But this isn’t that sort of 
conversation. This isn’t even about politics. I’m not a socialist trying to 
win an argument, I’m just a human trying to stay alive. This is about 
survival and, trust me, we’ll all be quick to discard our political 
allegiances when there’s a gun pointing at our head.” 

This stark image brought George back into the present and made him want 
to focus again. 

“T know I’ve been critical of Capitalism today.” 

“Critical!” said George smiling ironically. “You can say that again!” 

“But I hope you can see, that the point I’m making isn’t motivated by 
politics. I’m really not interested in politics. Actually, it bores me. It’s dull. 
It’s redundant. It doesn’t offer us the solutions we need. Look, if you’re a 
right-wing Trump-loving bigot, I may not like you; I might even think 
you’re a bit of a moron, but that doesn’t mean I can’t co-exist with you. 
What I have more of a problem with is knowing a Trump supporter’s 
lifestyle is incompatible with a sustainable planet: If we all behave like 
Trump, everyone will die, and not just the reds and commies in China, but 
all of us. The climate doesn’t care how we vote. 

“So, the underlying point of the movie we’ve just made, and even this 
conversation I’m having with you now, and the subsequent book I'll write 
from the transcripts of the tapes I’ve been secretly recording all night. 
Don’t worry — I haven’t (or have I?)... Is all geared towards explaining this 


as simply as I can.” 
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George paused for a moment to consider what the Director had just said 
and, after a few moments of reflection, offered: “I guess that explains why 
the dragon was addicted.” 

“How’s that?” Asked the Director, curious to know exactly what he was 
getting at. 

“T’ve seen those Trump supporters. They’re pretty addicted to whatever 
brand of Kool-Aid Trump is selling them.” 

“DAMN RIGHT!” Exclaimed the Director in a moment of triumph, 
sensing that the penny might have finally dropped. 

“Trump supporters are like alcoholics. They probably know what they are 
doing breaks the rules, but they want to do it anyway, because they’re 
addicted to the feeling of power and freedom that Trump promises.” 

“You seem to have hit the nail on the head there my friend.” Agreed the 
Director, approvingly. 

“And it’s pointless trying to reason with them because they’re actually a 
little bit crazy. They can’t think rationally.” 

“Exactly.” Confirmed the Director. 

George continued to pursue this train of thought out loud: “It would be 
like trying to talk those Kamikaze pilots out of steering our ship. They 
wouldn’t listen because they’ve been brainwashed.” 

The Director looked at Faye, who looked back knowingly at him, as if to 
say, “George seems to be having an epiphany.” 

“But at least alcoholics generally know they have a problem.” Resumed 
George, following his own idea down the rabbit hole. “The problem with 
Capitalism is that everything is designed to make you even more of an 
addict. In fact, a Capitalist society encourages us all to believe we can 
ONLY fit in if we’re motivated by money and power!” 


“By George, I think you’ve got it!” Congratulated the Director. 
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7.2. Where Do We Go From Here? (From Ideology to 
Ontology) 


As this crescendo of excitement abated, the three collaborators were left to 
gather their thoughts and try to combat the booze which was now really 
taking a toll on their mental faculties. 

To lighten the mood, Faye leaned over the bar and, for no particular 
reason, whispered into the Director’s ear; “The first rule of Fight Club is 
you don t talk about Fight Club.” 

“And the second rule of Fight Club is you dont talk about Fight Club.” 
Whispered the Director back. 

“But the most important rule of Fight Club is: Fuck the rules!” Laughed 
George loudly, causing the few guests still in the bar to look around to see 
the source of the expletive. 

“Yes, well, that may be so.” Conceded the Director, somewhat confused 
by George’s increasingly erratic behaviour, “But what I’m trying to get at 
is that whether you agree with Capitalism or not, it’s a fact that it’s killing 
us. So I suggest we all begin to find genuine solutions as quickly as 
possible: Solutions that have nothing to do with making money and 
everything to do with staying alive. 

“Ah ah ah ah, staying alive, staying alive, Ah ah ah ah, staying 
on like a house on fire, bumping fists at the end of their chorus. 

“Well, I’m pleased you find our imminent destruction so amusing.” 
Muttered the Director in mock annoyance, “But, if we want to avoid 
hitting that iceberg, we need to start doing things very differently.” 

The three friends nodded in solemn solidarity. 


“Tt’s like that thing Einstein said,” observed Faye. 
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“What?” asked George trying to calm down and contain himself. 

“You know, the definition of insanity is doing the same thing over and 
over again and expecting a different result.’ 9 

“You’re right,” agreed the Director. “We’ve got to look seriously at 
alternative ways to solve this problem — and it can be done. I mean, if 
you’d asked someone 300 years ago whether they should scrap 
Mercantilism, they’d have said ‘no way’, but then Capitalism came along 
and suddenly Mercantilism was about as fashionable as wearing socks 
with sandals.” 

“That’s a lot like what Buckminster Fuller said.” Observed Faye. 1° 
“Buckminster Fuller now!” Exclaimed the Director, “My all-time hero! 
Wow, you really are the queen of quotations!” 

“So what did this Bucking Mister say?” Asked George, trying to dampen 
Faye and the Director’s love-in. 

“You never change things by fighting the existing reality.” replied 
Faye. “Jo change something, build a new model that makes the existing 


model obsolete.” 


° The phrase "The definition of insanity is doing the same thing over and over again and 
expecting a different result" is often attributed to Albert Einstein, but there's no concrete 
evidence that he actually said or wrote it. It's more likely that this statement originated from 
12-step programs or self-help literature. Regardless of its origin, the phrase has become 
popular as a way to illustrate the concept of repeating unsuccessful actions and expecting 
different outcomes. 


10 Buckminster Fuller (1895 -1983) was an American architect, engineer, inventor, author, 
and futurist. He is best known for his innovative designs, including the geodesic dome, and for 
coining the term "Spaceship Earth" to describe his concept of the Earth as a finite and 
interconnected system that humans must learn to manage sustainably. He advocated for the 
responsible use of resources and the development of technologies that would benefit all of 
humanity. www.bfi.org 
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“Damn right!” Agreed the Director emphatically. “But what is someone 
who quotes Buckminster Fuller off the top of her head, working behind a 
bar at 2 in the morning?” 

“T’m studying for an MA in Political Science.” She confessed. “I tend bar 
to pay my student fees. Do you know how much it costs to get through 
college these days?” 

“T know it’s extortionate. I’ve no idea how you do it.” replied the Director, 
embarrassed at what students had to go through in modern Britain. 

“Tt’s hard.” Confirmed Faye. “A lot of the time I fall asleep in lectures.” 
The Director felt the need to show support: “When I went to college in the 
70’s we were handed a grant and accommodation, no strings attached. 
They just let me focus on why I was there.” 

“Fornication and alcohol?” asked George sarcastically. 

“That’s right.” Laughed the Director. “That’s another thing that’s changed 
since Capitalism got hold of the British education system. It’s just another 
way of GRiFTing profits. I feel so sorry for you.” 

Faye just shrugged and returned to drying her glasses. 

“Tt’s funny, but back in the ’60s and 70’s we assumed everything would 
just keep getting better.” Mused the Director, “We’d put men on the moon 
and if we’d been asked what we thought 2024 would be like, I imagine 
we'd have assumed we’d have colonised Mars by now. But of course, 
none of that happened. Instead, we went into reverse and almost 
everything got worse. And that’s a direct result of Capitalism getting a 
tighter and tighter grip on our lives. It’s like Japanese knotweed strangling 
society.” 

“T guess that’s just the way it is...” responded Faye with another shrug. 
George feared this might prompt yet another Bruce Hornsby number, so he 


quickly inserted himself into the conversation. 
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“So what are we going to do instead?” he asked hurriedly. 

“An excellent question,” replied the Director. “Stick with me, and let’s see 
if we can find the answer. You see, in my book, the solution isn’t so much 
political as it is ontological.” To which he noted George’s puzzled 
expression. “where did he say “You never change things by fighting the 
existing reality.” replied Faye. “To change something, build a new model 


I 


that makes the existing model obsolete.”, my friend, refers to questions 
about the nature of existence. You know: Why are we here? What’s the 
purpose of life? That sort of thing.” "1 

George nodded, but he still wasn’t sure he understood. 

“If we’re going to survive this mess, we’re going to have to ask the Big 
Questions, which are not political at all. At this point, arguing about 
politics is like arguing over how to arrange the deckchairs on the Titanic. 
We need to think much, much more than that. We need to ask ourselves 
how we avoid hitting the iceberg in the first place and that’s a different 
order of question altogether.” 

George was still puzzled by his mentor’s drift, yet nodded as if he 
understood. 

“The answer has to come from a paradigm shift /? in how we see the 


world and our place in it.” 


‘1 Ontology is a branch of philosophy that deals with the nature of existence, being, and 
reality. It seeks to understand the nature of reality and the relationships between different 
entities and serves as a framework for organising our understanding of the world around us, 
both philosophically and practically. 


12 A Paradigm Shift describes a fundamental change in a basic assumption, belief, concept or 
worldview. It represents a significant departure from the existing norms to a new way of 
understanding a problem or phenomenon. It was first discussed in Thomas Kuhn's 1962 
book, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions where he applied it to scientific discovery, but it is 
now applied to all sorts of incidents where common knowledge suddenly shifts from one 
assumption to another thanks to new evidence or discovery. 

What Is a Paradigm Shift? www.thoughtco.com 
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At this, Faye paused her glass drying and leaned forward on the bar to 
listen more carefully. 

“A long time ago, even before telescopes were invented, a guy called 
Copernicus looked up at Jupiter in the night sky and noticed how its 
moons went around their mother planet. From this, he understood how the 
Earth more or less did the same thing when it went round the Sun and, in a 
eureka moment, realised that the Earth was not the centre of the Universe 
at all, and therefore that Man was not the sole focus of God. And all that 
came from squinting at a few little dots up in the sky. And that’s what I 
mean when I talk about a paradigm shift! That’s how paradigm shifts 
work. Once you’ve seen the answer, you can never go back to seeing it the 
old way again. Everything changes.” 

“T used to like looking at those puzzle book pictures of Dalmatians and 
ducks and things. To start with, they just look like splotches, but then you 
suddenly see the spotty dog and you can never unsee it.””» Remembered 
George. 

“That’s exactly what I’m talking about.” Agreed the Director. “So, 
thinking about the situation we’re in now, I’d say that realising Capitalism 
is not the long-term solution for success doesn’t seem such a Ah-Ha! 
moment. I mean Copernicus’ great moment of clarity killed God for 
krissakes! We’re only trying to kill Jeff Bezos!” 
joke - dont take it literally - ED) 


(Dear reader, this is a 


Faye snorted into her drink in amusement at this. George, on the other 
hand was preoccupied with the question of whether he preferred Coke or 
Pepsi with his Jack. 

“Tt’s that hubris thing again.” Continued the Director. “It must be in our 
DNA or something because we’ve got previous form on this sort of thing.” 
“What sort of thing?” asked Faye. 
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“You know, thinking we know best, when, in reality, we’re actually being 
incredibly stupid. Take the Easter Islanders,!3 for example: They carved 
all those stone heads, right? It seems to have been their main purpose in 
life. It took them hundreds of years, but eventually, they cut down all the 
trees on the island and killed off all the animals, eventually making their 
island uninhabitable, so they all died off. And what for?” 

George shrugged his shoulders as if to say, ‘Don’t ask me’, because he 
really couldn’t see how this was relevant. 

“Someone with a bit of sense might have pointed out that carving 
hundreds of stone heads was a stupid idea. I think it was some sort of 
religion — a bit like our own ‘religion’ where we worship /uxury watches 
and fast cars. I wonder if it ever occurred to any of them how stupid they 
were being? Somehow I doubt it.” 

George looked at his Richard Mille. It was 2 am. 

“Arguing about whether Capitalism or Socialism is the best political 
system to get us out of this existential crisis is a lot like arguing over 
whether the carved heads should have round or square noses. In the grand 
scheme of things, who gives a shit?” 

“And there’s me, thinking you were a Marxist.” Said Faye, leaning on the 
bar and sucking a cocktail stick. 

“Not anymore.” Replied the Director. “I’m just a human now, enjoying life 
on this little planet and I don’t want it to end sooner than it needs to. Sure, 


it’s pretty obvious that Capitalism no longer gives us what we need, but 


13 Easter Islanders, also known as the Rapa Nui people, are the indigenous Polynesian 
inhabitants of Easter Island, a remote island located in the southeastern Pacific Ocean. Easter 
Island is famous for its monumental stone statues called moai carved from volcanic tock, with 
distinct features and stylised facial expressions, which were carved by the Rapa Nui people 
between the 13th and 16th centuries. Rapa Nui society flourished for several centuries, but by 
the late 17th century, it began to decline due to environmental degradation, resource depletion, 
and internal conflicts. 
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fighting about it will only waste time. We’ll just be fighting each other 
instead of fighting the climate. But there’s one last thing I wanted to 
mention.” he said, changing gears. “You might not know this, but before I 
wrote the Dragon screenplay, I spent a couple of years trying to write a 
book all about Zrust. I call it ‘Trustonomics’™. I was inspired to write it 
after the Great Satsuma became President and we didn’t know who to trust 
anymore. So, being a sad old advertising man, I wondered whether anyone 
was still willing to trust advertising. Eventually, I came to the conclusion 
that trust and advertising are, actually, an oxymoron. They can’t exist 
together in the same space because there is always an ulterior motive; 
which is to sell me something. You never get something for nothing. It’s 
always a conditional affair. And that’s fine, so long as we understand that’s 
what’s going on. And I realise this might sound bloody obvious, but, at the 
time, I was still stuck in the Capitalist Matrix, and it's hard to see what’s 
real when you’re in there. Anyway, that whole experience got me tugging 
this thread of trust down the Capitalist rabbit hole and that’s how I ended 
up where I am now, making movies about dragons. Tug on the thread of 
trust and the whole Capitalist illusion falls apart. 

“Just like the Dragon’s suit!” Slurred George. 

“Exactly like the Dragon’s suit,” agreed the Director nodding. 

Faye, the bartender, looked baffled by all this talk of dragons again, but 
decided not to ask. She was sure she’d understand better if she just 
continued to listen. 

“But the point I wanted to make is that, if we’re going to build a new 
world out of the wreckage of the old one, we’re going to need to learn to 
trust again. We need to start realising that other people are more than just 
an opportunity to make money. Which isn’t going to be easy because 


we’ve now gone many generations being told just that. As we leave 
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Capitalism behind and head into the unknown, we’ll need to be brave, and 
learn to trust again.” 

George nodded with approval, swaying a little as he did so, now almost 
too tired and drunk to stay upright. 

“And that’s why I was in Bhutan, researching how other societies work 
and how they measure success. And this is all going to be the subject of 
my next film.” 

“So, we’ve established you’re not a Marxist.” Affirmed Faye again. 

The Director bowed his head and shook it slowly from side to side. 

“And you don’t think politics is the answer? Continued Faye. 

Again, the Director shook his head slowly in confirmation. 

“So you’d better tell me all about this ontology thing then because 
otherwise I’m lost.” she concluded. 

“T’m glad YOU said that!” Concurred George. 


7.3. What A Wonderful World 


“OK,” Agreed the Director, drawing a deep breath and taking up the 
challenge. “Did you know that astronauts often come back from their trips 
into space with something they call The Overview Effect? 14 

George shook his head. He hadn’t heard of such a thing. In fact, at that 
moment, he was experiencing an ‘overview effect’ of his own or, to be 


more accurate, a ‘room spinning around’ effect, thanks to too much booze. 


\4’The Overview Effect is a profound shift in awareness reported by astronauts who have 
viewed the Earth from space. It is characterised by a deep sense of interconnectedness, awe, 
and a newfound appreciation for the fragility and unity of our planet. 

'The Overview Effect' and humanity's connection with Earth www.space.com 


252 


Gramskii 


“It describes an overwhelming feeling of being part of the planet and it 
being part of you. It happens when they see how beautiful the Earth looks 
from Space. It’s a sort of profound moment of connection with our Earth.” 
“Sounds like Zaoism.” '5 Offered Faye, to which the Director gave her a 
long sideways glance as if to say, ‘I’ll come back to that comment in a 
minute.’ 

“Quite so.” Agreed the Director, before continuing. “And when these 
astronauts get back to terra firma they often feel the need to act on this 
epiphany and set up charities and the like to help the rest of us feel the 
same. Edgar Mitchell who was part of the Apollo 14 crew, started an 
institute that explores the relationship between consciousness and the 
environment. Mae Jemison, the first African-American woman in space, 
developed a programme of science education for poor communities and 
Ron Garan, founded a charity called Fragile Oasis, which promotes 
international cooperation.” 

“Sounds cool,” agreed George. “I’ve got my ticket for that Virgin 
Galactica thing that Branson’s selling. Keeps crashing though, so I’m not 
so sure now.” 

The Director rolled his eyes at this. The thought of being trapped in a 
spacecraft with Richard Branson triggered memories of Alien again. A 
film he’d actually worked on early in his career. So, to change the subject, 


he asked George: “Have you ever come across Carl Sagan?” 


'5 "Taoism is a philosophy and spiritual tradition from ancient China based on the teachings 
of Lao Tzu who lived around the 6th century BCE. It is centred around the concept of Tao 
The key principles of which include: 

Wu Wei: letting go of striving, forcing, or controlling, and allowing things to unfold naturally. 
Yin and Yang: understanding the opposites found in nature and the balance of yin and yang. 
Harmony with Nature: the importance of living in harmony with the natural world and an 
appreciation of its rhythms and cycles. 

Inner Cultivation: meditation to achieve harmony with the Tao. www.bbc.co.uk 
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George shook his head again. The name sounded familiar, but he guessed 
the Director probably wasn’t referring to the Carl Sagan he used to bully 
in third grade. 

“He was an astrophysicist who wrote a book called The Pale Blue Dot.” !6 
The Director began to fumble inside his jacket before pulling out a dog- 
eared postcard that looked like it had been tucked away in there for years. 
“Sagan was inspired by this photograph, taken by Voyager when it was 3 
billion miles from Earth. Can you see that little dot?” The Director’s 
sausage-shaped finger pointed at what looked like a speck of dust on the 
postcard. George nodded. He could just about make out the speck. ” That 
dot is the Earth.” 


16 The Pale Blue Dot refers to a famous photograph of Earth taken by the Voyager 1 
spacecraft in 1990, from a distance of about 3.7 billion miles away. In the photograph, Earth 
appears as a tiny, pale blue speck suspended in space, surrounded by darkness. The image 
highlights the fragility and insignificance of our planet within the vast cosmos. 

Pale Blue Dot was later coined by the astronomer Carl Sagan in his book of the same name. 
The Pale Blue Dot has become an iconic symbol of humanity's place in the universe and a 
reminder of the importance of preserving and caring for our planet. It serves as a powerful 
reminder of the interconnectedness of all life on Earth and the need for global cooperation to 
address environmental challenges. www.planetary.org 
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The Director then looked down dramatically as if to gather his thoughts 
and then, in the next moment, he looked up to the ceiling and began to 


recite what might have been a Shakespearean soliloquy: 


“From this distant vantage point, the Earth might not seem of any 
particular interest. But for us, its different. Consider again that dot. That’s 
here. That’s home. That's us. On it, everyone you love, everyone you know, 
everyone you ever heard of, every human being who ever was, lived out 
their lives. Every hero and coward, every creator and destroyer of 
civilisation, every king and peasant, every young couple in love, every 
mother and father, hopeful child, inventor and explorer, every teacher of 


d 


morals, every corrupt politician, every “superstar,” every “supreme 
leader,” every saint and sinner in the history of our species lived there — 
on a mote of dust suspended in a sunbeam. 

Think of the rivers of blood spilt by all those generals and emperors so 
that, in glory and triumph, they could become the momentary masters of a 
fraction of a dot. Think of the endless cruelties visited by the inhabitants of 
one corner of this pixel on the scarcely distinguishable inhabitants of some 
other corner, how frequent their misunderstandings, how eager they are to 
kill one another, how fervent their hatreds. 

Our imagined self-importance, the delusion that we have some privileged 
position in the Universe, is challenged by this point of pale light. 

There is perhaps no better demonstration of the folly of human conceits 
than this distant image of our tiny world. To me, it underscores our 
responsibility to deal more kindly with one another and to preserve and 


I 


cherish the pale blue dot, the only home we’ve ever known.’ 


When he’d finished, the Director paused, his eyes moist with emotion. 
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“That’s from Sagan’s book and it’s what I’ve been trying to get across all 
this time, George. This is what we’ve got to grasp if we are to have any 
chance of saving ourselves. We live on an incredible planet and enjoy this 
experience of a lifetime. And if we’re going to save ourselves, we’ve got 
to learn to properly appreciate this incontestable fact. This is bigger than 
politics. It’s bigger than religion. It’s certainly bigger than wondering if we 
can afford the down payment on that new car. 

“If we don’t, we'll kill ourselves and everything living on this incredible 
planet. And what for?” 

At this, the Directors voice trailed off as though he was walking away 
down a long dark tunnel. 

“Reminds me of what Captain Kirk said”, replied George. 

For a moment, the Director felt hopeless. He’d just spoken perhaps the 
most profound words that had ever left his mouth, and now George was 
going to parrot something about seeking out brave new worlds or 
something. But this wasn’t what George was getting at all. 

“Yeah, Shatner went into space in the Blue Origin rocket that Bezos had 
built, but it didn’t turn out like he’d expected. He thought going into space 
would be a celebration but it ended up being more like a funeral. He said: 
“It was among the strongest feelings of grief I have ever encountered. The 
contrast between the vicious coldness of space and the warm nurturing of 
Earth below filled me with overwhelming sadness. Everybody else was 
shaking bottles of champagne, but I didnt feel that way at all. I was not 
celebrating. I was shaking my fists at the gods. Every day, we are 
confronted with the knowledge of further destruction of Earth at our 
hands: the extinction of animal species, of flora and fauna ... things that 
took 5 billion years to evolve, and suddenly we will never see them again 
because of the interference of mankind. It filled me with dread.” 
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It was the Director’s turn to be impressed with George’s powers of recall. 


7.4. All Together Now 


“Well, that’s sobered you both up,” said Faye, who’d been listening 
intently. This was the most fascinating conversation she’d ever had while 
working behind this bar. In fact, it was the most interesting conversation 
since her boyfriend had tried to impress her by taking her to a Noam 
Chomsky lecture called Manufacturing Consent (it worked) 17. On top of 
that, the two customers sitting in front of her were a world-renowned actor 
and a formidable director, the latter also being an outspoken socialist. She 
wasn’t going anywhere soon... 

However, that didn’t stop her from asking awkward questions. 

“That’s very profound and very, very sad, and clearly it’s our duty to try to 
do something about this,” she now challenged, looking hard into the 
director’s eyes, “ but are you telling me that all we need to do to save the 
planet is to be a little nicer to each other? That sounds a little lame. I think 


Marx would have dismissively called it Utopian Socialism.” 18 


17 Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass Media. (1988) is a book by 
linguist and philosopher Noam Chomsky (co-authored by Edward S. Herman) which 
describes the role played by mass media in shaping public opinion and influencing political 
discourse. It argues that mass media outlets, despite their claims of objectivity and impartiality, 
often serve the interests of powerful political and economic elites. https://chomsky. info 


18 Utopian Socialism was a social movement that emerged in the 19th century, advocating 
the creation of egalitarian societies and cooperative communities where resources were shared 
and individuals lived in harmony with one another and with nature. Key figures associated 
include Robert Owen, Charles Fourier, and Henri de Saint-Simon, who proposed various 
models for organising society based on principles of solidarity, mutual aid, and collective 
ownership of property. While utopian socialism failed to trigger widespread social change they 
contributed to ongoing debates about the possibility of more just and humane societies. 
Utopian Socialism: Origin, Characteristics, Experiments www.sociologygroup.com 
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“What’s that?” asked George, feeling increasingly marginalised by the two 
political propeller-heads sitting next to him. 

“Well,” explained the Director, taking up the baton, “Back in the 19th 
Century, a bunch of political movements sprang up claiming that 
Capitalism was inherently bad and that a better world was just around the 
corner.” 

“Not unlike the vision you’re selling us now.” Chided Faye playfully. 
Choosing to ignore this the Director pushed on. “Robert Owen was a good 
example. He was a remarkable Welsh mill owner who created his first 
model village, as he called it, up in Lanarkshire. Later on, he built a 
utopian society in a place called New Harmony '9 in the United States. 
Sadly, these grand schemes never stood a chance because the Capitalists 
saw him as a threat to their access to cheap labour, so they closed ranks, 
undercut the goods his community produced and refused to trade with him 
and, as a result, these little islands of utopia were gradually reabsorbed 
into the selfish Capitalist marketplace.” 

“So what’s to stop the GRiFTers from squashing your ideas just like they 
squashed Robert Owen?” Asked George, genuinely intrigued. 

“Another good question!” replied the Director. “Well, as I’ve said before, 
I’m hoping that a clear explanation of how we got into this mess will 
mobilise not just the working class but the middle class as well. And once 


we've got the middle class to join us, the GRiFTers will have no one to 


'9 New Harmony, Indiana was established in 1814 as a German utopian community by led by 
Johann Georg Rapp. In 1825, the community sold the town to Robert Owen. Under Owen's 
leadership, New Harmony attracted intellectuals, scientists, and social reformers from around 
the world, becoming a centre for innovation and communal living. However, internal conflicts 
and financial difficulties led to the dissolution of the experiment by the late 1820s. Despite its 
short-lived existence, New Harmony remains a symbol of idealistic experimentation, 
communal living and social reform. 

New Harmony by Katharine Dos Passos and Edith Shay www.theatlantic.com 
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sell their products to. We’ll do to them what they did to New Harmony! 
And when that happens, Capitalism as we now know it will simply fade 
away.” 

“T hope you’re right.” Agreed Faye, wanting to believe him but unable to 
hide the scepticism in her voice. 

Noting her doubts, the Director said: “I’ve also got a couple of ideas up 
my sleeve that might speed up the process.” 

“Really?” she asked. 

“Allow me to describe them?” 

“Be our guest”, replied George, looking to Faye for agreement, and almost 
falling from his chair in the process. 

“The first thing we have in our favour is Spontaneous Order: If we can 
agree we’re on the road to self-destruction and prefer that not to happen, 
we might decide to get together as a species and do something about it, 
just like the starlings and sardines fending off a mutual enemy. It won’t 
rely on someone in charge or a rule book or a manifesto — we’ ll just take 
matters into our own hands and do it ourselves — but miraculously act as 
one. 

“And this, in turn, might go viral and grow into a global movement, 
because, after all, it’s a global crisis. I don’t think there’ll be any turning 
back once we’ ve all uploaded these ideas into our Collective Unconscious. 
“Ur?” slurred George, concerned he might have had a micro-nap and 


missed something, “the collective what?” 20 


20 The Collective Unconscious is a concept developed by the Swiss psychiatrist Carl Jung, 
referring to a layer of the unconscious mind shared by all human beings, that serves as a 
reservoir of shared human experiences and wisdom that transcends individual consciousness. 
According to Jung, the collective unconscious influences individual development, cultural and 
religious beliefs, artistic expressions, and societal norms. 

Carl Jung's Collective Unconscious Theory: What It Suggests About the Mind 
www.verywellmind.com 
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“Ah, yes! I should have mentioned that earlier.” Replied the Director, 
momentarily excited by the concepts he was now describing. “It’s an idea 
that occurred to Carl Jung when he noticed the same cultural references 
cropping up in different societies at different points in history. He thought 
it was a sort of shared memory. Something that links us all together on an 
unconscious level. And I believe that when we realise how dangerous free- 
market Capitalism is to our survival, we’ll upload this information into our 
Collective Unconscious and decide to act as one. It will work like a virus 
on the Capitalist software, infecting the operating system and shutting the 
whole thing down, just as HAL was shut down after it threatened to kill the 
crew in 2001: A Space Odyssey 

“If we stick with the computer analogy, this collective unconscious is a 
sort of memory storage in the cloud we all unknowingly access and draw 
on. Perhaps another name for it might be the Zeitgeist 2!. Maybe starlings 
know how to fly in those intricate patterns because they share the 
same Collective Unconscious programme? We’ll probably never know, but 
it’s fun to speculate. 

“The biologist Rupert Sheldrake came up with a similar idea he calls 
morphic resonance, and the French philosopher Pierre Teilhard de Chardin 


22, thought that individuals are able to share information and ideas at an 


21 The concept of zeitgeist (a German word - ze/f, = time, and ge7s/, = ghost) was introduced 
in the 18th and 19th century to describe the invisible force that influences the thinking and 
passions of the collective consciousness of a society for a period. These ideas may manifest in 
art, literature, philosophy, politics, and other cultural expressions such as in fashion 

or architecture, reflecting the dominant themes and concerns of the period. For example, 
Modernism or the Belle Epoque. The notion of zeitgeist emphasises the interconnectedness of 
historical events, cultural movements, and societal change. Zeitgeist www.nytimes.com/ 
word of the day 


2 'Teilhard De Chardin (1881-1955) author of The Human Phenomenon and The Divine 


Milieu, was a Christian mystic and thinker who applied the Christian gospel to developments 
in modern science and evolution. https://www.teilhard.org.uk 
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unconscious level. For example, think about that Nirvana album cover 
with the baby swimming underwater.” 

Nevermind. Replied George. 

“No, I think this is a good example of our collective survival mechanism,” 
insisted the Director. “A vital tool we’ll need if we’re going to escape the 
Capitalist straitjacket.” 

“Nevermind.” replied George again. “That’s the name of the Nirvana 
album my dad used to play.” 23 


1 


“Quite so!” Exclaimed the Director, realising what George was getting at. 
“Isn’t 1t weird how babies remain serene and don’t panic when they’re 
submerged in water? I’d say that was an example of the collective 
unconscious. It’s important survival information we subconsciously share 
with each other as part of our programming.” 

“So when we seed the idea that Capitalism is killing us, into our collective 
unconscious, critical mass will be achieved and spontaneous order will 
kick in. And when that happens, we’ll miraculously see how our best hope 
of survival comes from cooperating rather than competing.” 

Faye was listening carefully to all of this, trying hard to keep an open 
mind. Everything she’d learned through the Hegelian Dialectic of thesis, 
antithesis and synthesis made 
her want to shout ‘THIS IS 
SUPERSTITIOUS 
BULLSHIT! ’. But, for fear of 
upsetting her guests, she kept 
her counsel and instead said: 
“And when that happens, I 


suppose Capitalism will 


23 Nevermind album cover shot by photographer Kirk Weddle 
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collapse, just as Marx predicted, only, if your theory is right, it won’t be 
because the working class withheld their labour but because the middle 
class withheld their consumption. Oh, the irony!” 

“T have to admit, it’s an amusing thought.” Agreed the Director, smiling in 
appreciation of Faye’s astute analysis, even if he sensed she hadn’t quite 
bought into all of his ideas yet. 

“OK.” said George, hoping to speed things along so he could get some 
sleep.““Any other ideas before we turn in for the night?” 

“Funny you should ask,” replied the Director keenly. “As a matter of fact, 
I have one more card up my sleeve.” 

“Why am I not surprised?” Replied George, becoming increasingly 
monosyllabic. “Come on then, let’s hear it.” 

“Well,” proceeded the Director, “it's this idea that if our best hope of 
survival is the pursuit of Mutual Enlightened Self-Interest — which I 
somewhat playfully call MES 24- I hope you don’t mind if this all now 
starts to get a bit new-age and woo-woo.” 

“You’re telling us this is going to be even more woo- 
woo than Spontaneous Order and the Collective Unconscious?” Asked 
Faye, concerned she wouldn’t be able to contain her inner Hegel for much 
longer. 

“I know!” Chuckled the Director, aware he was asking a lot of his 
audience. “This is difficult stuff to imagine when our minds are so 
conditioned to be rational and pragmatic, but stick with me. Would it help 
to remind you the whole point of the Capitalist hegemony is to keep us 


rational: We’re easier to control if we don’t think outside the box.” 


24 MESI - (an acronym I invented - Ed.) An invitation to consider the world as too complex 
and interconnected to be broken into component parts. Literally beyond the understanding of 
human intellect and therefore a concept that can only be experienced as an act of faith which 
leads to harmony, contentment and empathy with all of life. 
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Faye thought about this for a moment and had to agree the Director was 
probably right — at least about this. 

“You see,” began the Director again, “the GRiFTers would like us to see 
the world as orderly and predictable, because this makes it easier for them 
to manage and monetise it. However, what I’m suggesting is that the 
world isn’t orderly, linear and predictable at all. In fact, it’s a 
very MESI place. Like it or not, it doesn’t conform to 
the Newtonian model of physics which assumes it can be divided into nice 
little tidy packets of ‘stuff? that can be measured and sold. Rather, we live 
in a Quantum universe which is fluid and mysterious. It’s the difference 
between classical computers and quantum computers: One uses electrical 
impulses like a telephone exchange while the other plays at a sub-atomic 
level where electrons exist as both particles and waves. This means they 
can be in two places at the same time, which breaks the laws of physics as 
we know them. Even Einstein thought this was spooky, but lots of 
experiments have proven that, despite sounding crazy, this is actually how 
the universe works. As Niels Bohr said, Anyone who isnt shocked by 
quantum theory doesnt understand it, 25 and he should know as he more 
or less discovered it. 

“All of which is far too complicated to go into at 2 o’clock in the morning, 
but this is real, and this is important for our survival because the more we 
embrace the concept of a quantum universe, the less Capitalism is 
applicable or relevant. Take the debate around Artificial Intelligence, for 


example. If the hype is to be believed, AI is likely to put huge numbers of 


25 Niels Bohr (1885- 1962) was a Danish physicist who made significant contributions to our 
understanding quantum mechanics. His most notable achievement was the Bohr model of the 
atom, proposed in 1913. When Bohr first published his findings, Albert Einstein called 

it “musicality in the sphere of thought. If all this is true, then it means the end of physics.” 
https://interestingengineering.com 


263 


THE DRAGON AND THE HUMMINGBIRD 


people out of work; they will simply become surplus to requirement. But, 
if that’s the case, what happens then? When we reach this point, we have 
to ask, is the system working for us, or are we working for the system? 
The GRiFTers have no answers. Or perhaps they have, but they’re just not 
telling us. Capitalism is a sort of predictable algorithm, yet the universe is 
MEST, and we’re going to have to learn to be far more flexible and MEST if 
we want to survive. The current system requires the Capitalists to be in 
control, but that, quite simply, doesn’t work for the rest of us. We can’t 
always be in control of what’s happening around us, but what we can do is 
be much more relaxed about it. We can learn to just trust the Universe and 
trust the people we share that Universe with. We’ve got to learn to go with 
the flow and help each other along the way. All of which will mean we can 
both survive the climate crisis and get more out of life into the bargain.” 
“Yeah,” said George approvingly. “You mentioned this already when you 
said that people who look after other people end up feeling happier.” 
“Exactly!” agreed the Director. “There’s a powerful link between acts of 
kindness and feeling happy. When we help others, our brains release 
dopamine and endorphins, which are the little chemical rewards for our 
good deeds. 

“So it really is better to give than receive!” said Faye, smiling now and 
feeling more open-minded. 

“And when we help each other and experience happiness, it creates a 
positive feedback loop, so we’re even more likely to keep helping.” 

“Acts of kindness also give us a sense of purpose, which lowers our stress 
levels and increases our sense of well-being. When we stop obsessing 
about ourselves, we also feel less neurotic, which, as we agreed before, is 


the scourge of modern life.” 
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“Tell me about it.” Replied George, sounding sanguine. “I pay my 
therapist a fortune to tell me I’m neurotic. So where do I sign up?” 

“Hold on,” said Faye, not really wishing to rain on the Director’s parade.” 
still have one last lingering doubt.” 

“What’s that?” Asked the Director, “Let’s see if I can reassure you.” 

“Well, I more or less buy into your views on Capitalism, and I certainly 
agree we need to find a different way. It’s just that I’m afraid that nothing I 
do can really change anything. I mean, I’m up against the whole world and 
I’m just a bartender and I need this job. If I do what you suggest, I might 
lose this salary and if I do that, how am I going to eat or pay back my 
student loan?” 

“T hear what you.” replied the Director sympathetically. “We all feel 
vulnerable when we challenge the orthodoxy, especially when it threatens 
our livelihoods.” 

At this exact moment, George raised both hands in surprised 
enlightenment. “I get it!” he shouted, pointing at Faye. “You’re the 
hummingbird\” 

“T am?” Replied Faye, genuinely confused. 

“Yes!” Confirmed George. “My niece was telling me about this the other 
night when we were talking on Skype.” 

“Please explain.” Pleaded the Director, equally nonplussed. 

“OK.” Began George. “One day, a fire had started in the rainforest, 
causing the jungle animals to panic and run away from the flames. But, as 
they reached the river’s edge, they saw a tiny hummingbird flying in the 
other direction. “Where are you going little Hummingbird?” asked the 
Panther. “J’m putting out the fire!” replied the Hummingbird breathlessly, 
before gathering up two more drops of water in her tiny beak. “Dont 


bother?” said the Snake. “Theres nothing you can do. Your beak is so 
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small, and the fire is so very hot, and you might get burned.” The 
Hummingbird didn’t answer, but just kept taking water from the river and 
carrying it to the flames. She did this again and again, all afternoon, until 
the Monkey begged her to stop, “Dear Hummingbird, you are very brave, 
but you are also very small. Why dont you stop?” To which the 
Hummingbird replied. “Because I’m doing what I can.” 6 

“That’s exactly what I’m talking about!” Shouted the Director, pointing at 
George and then patting him firmly on the shoulder. “And what I’m saying 
is that, if we all do what we can, even if it doesn’t seem much on its own, 
collectively we can make a real difference.” 

“Oooh! Oooh!” exclaimed the bartender, as though she’d just remembered 
something, before spinning around to look under the bar. 

George assumed that talking about rainforests had prompted Faye to make 
monkey noises. 

Meanwhile, the Director continued his point. “Some people will think 
we’re mad for trying to make a difference, but what’s the alternative? Are 
we just going to give up and watch the planet burn? You might, but I’m 
not." 

At this, George ran through a few water-carrying scenarios in his head. 
“T’m not going to sugarcoat this George, but we’ve all got to decide where 
we stand. We can continue to be part of the problem, or we can realise our 
only hope is to be part of the solution” 

“Have I got to make that choice now?” asked George, somewhat 


concerned as he was having trouble staying awake. 


26 The Forest Fite and The Hummingbird originates from the story told by Wangari 
Maathai (1940 - 2011), a Kenyan environmentalist and political activist. Maathai often shared 
this parable to convey the importance of taking action, no matter how small, in the face of 
overwhelming challenges such as environmental degradation or social injustice. She was 
awarded the Nobel Prize: “for her contribution to sustainable development, democracy and 
peace” www.nobelprize.org 
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At that moment, Faye returned, holding a scrap of paper and a calculator 
like a schoolgirl hoping to get a house point. The Director paused to allow 
her to speak. 

“On average, a hummingbird’s beak holds 7 millilitres of water.” She said 
excitedly. “And there are about 8 billion people on Earth.” 

“Go on,” said the Director, now guessing where she was going with this. 
“Well, let’s assume for every person there’s a hummingbird which means 
8 billion hummingbirds.” 

“OK,” said George, joining in. 

“This means that 8 billion hummingbirds would be able to carry the 
equivalent of 57 million litres of water per trip and if we assume each 
hummingbird makes 3 trips a day, that would come to about 171 million 


? 


litres, or, if you prefer, 68 Olympic-sized swimming pools!” concluded 
Faye, very pleased with herself, slapping both hands on the bar. 

“That will soon put the fire out!” said George enthusiastically. 

“Quite so!” Said the Director, “Especially if we do it day after day for the 
rest of our lives. You make my point perfectly Faye. Thank you.” 

“And that doesn’t include the jaguars, monkeys or snakes joining in too!” 
Said George, to which the Director and the bartender smiled at each other, 
quietly amused. 

“But it doesn’t work if none of us are willing to be the first hummingbird.” 
Observed the Director more seriously. 

“And that sort of answers your question, George. Which is, yes, you do 
have to make your choice now because if you leave it until tomorrow, the 
forest will have burned down! But I have a couple of last thoughts that 
might give us hope.” 

“What are they?” asked George, looking for good news. 
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7.9. With a Little Help from My Friends 


“Look, I understand and I sympathise with your sense of helplessness.” 
Said the Director sympathetically. “Sometimes, I wake up at night and 
wonder whether I’m going mad because everyone else seems to think 
Capitalism is perfectly normal.” 

“T mean, we grow up thinking our parents know what they’re talking about 
when they say they want us to grow up and get a good job. And then we 
go to school and assume our teachers must have the answers or they 
wouldn’t be standing at the front. And then we get a job and take for 
granted that our bosses must be cleverer than us because they’re more 
successful than we are. Then, when we get home, we turn on the television 
and listen to the politicians stringing coherent sentences together, and we 
at least hope they know what they’re talking about. After all, they’re the 
ones driving the bus. The world seems to be a sensible place which has our 
best interest at heart if we all just buckle down, work hard and pay our 
taxes. 

“So when I wake up with that uncomfortable feeling that things don’t feel 
normal, I find it hard to tell if the problem is with me or them; after all, 
there’s a lot more of them than there are of me. But, after 25 years of 
examining this problem, I’ve concluded that the people in charge don’t 
have a Scooby Do about what’s really going on. They’re mostly just 
following orders and doing what’s expected. And they don’t ask too many 
questions for fear of appearing odd. 

“The Hegemony.” Confirmed Faye in a deadpan, matter-of-fact tone. 


“The Hegemony.” Confirmed George, equally matter-of-fact. 
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“The Hegemony,” agreed the Director nodding. “We just keep taking the 
Blue Pill. So allow me to offer the same crumbs of comfort I fall back on 
when I start to doubt myself.” 

“Please do,” invited George, looking for emotional support (to go with the 
physical support he needed to remain upright in his chair.) 

“Well, first off,’ began the Director, in his most avuncular tone, “There are 
plenty of examples where, probably to the great surprise of Adam Smith, 
altruistic societies that weren’t driven by money, have flourished.” 
“Enlighten us!” Invited Faye. 

“OK - You might think, for example, that the Spartans 27 were just a bunch 
of loin-clothed macho weirdos. Yet, they were also the most successful 
city-state of Ancient Greece for over 700 years, which is about twice as 
long as the British Empire lasted. Spartans were much more interested in 
the well-being of their fellow citizens than in personal wealth and 
materialism. Each Spartan was allotted an equal portion of land, which 
they farmed collectively to prevent wealth disparities. They also ate 
together and shared necessities that fostered camaraderie and discouraged 
individual excess. 

“Sure, Sparta wasn’t perfect. They kept slaves, but let’s not allow that to 
spoil the point I’m trying to make, which is that you don’t need to be 
driven by individual wealth to be a successful society. 

“Something similar happened in Japan in the 12th century, when 
Bushido?® values such as loyalty, respect, integrity and compassion were 


considered more important than personal glory. 


27 The Spartans were ancient Greeks renowned for their disciplined lifestyle and formidable 
warriors. www.worldhistory.org 


28 Bushido was a samurai wattriors code of conduct rooted in Confucianism, Buddhism, and 


Shinto amongst, emphasising loyalty, honour, self-discipline, and bravery. 
The Bushido Code www.thoughtco.com 
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“And, as I’ve already said, indigenous societies such as those in Australia 
and North America emphasise shared values and collective well-being. 
“There’s a great quote from a Sioux teacher called Lame Deer, who wrote 
a book called Lame Deer, Seeker of Visions,?? in which he humorously 
criticises ‘civilised’ European values. He said something along the lines 
of: “We were too uncivilised to give great importance to private property. 
When someone couldnt afford a horse, a tent or a blanket, he would 
receive it all as a gift. We don't have money, so the value of a human being 
isn t determined by his wealth. I don’t know how we managed without the 
fundamental things necessary for a civilised society.” 

“Tt’s a sad but funny book. Look it up if you get a chance.” 

“Who says American’s don't get irony!” Said George proudly and without 
a hint of irony. 

“So, it’s just not true that society has to be driven by the selfish love of 
money. In fact, the more I think about it, the more it seems we’ve allowed 
ourselves to believe that a dog-eat-dog existence is preferable to empathy, 
shared values and cooperation. And the bizarre thing is, I don’t believe 
we're half as selfish, mean, or nasty as we are told we are. That’s just 
another Capitalist ruse. Given half a chance, most of us are kind and 
generous: We’d happily give up our seat on a bus for an elderly passenger 
and help out a homeless person if we can. 

“Would you mind if I tell you one of my favourite little stories about 
Prince Peter Kropotkin George?” 

“The Russian dude?” asked George, scrambling back through his recent 


mental notes, which were now scattered all over the place. “Be my guest.” 


29 Lame Deer (1903 - 1976) known for his personality, wit and storytelling was a prominent 
figure in preserving Lakota culture and spirituality. www.nps.gov 


270 


Gramskii 


“OK. Well, Kropotkin was a Russian, but while he was living in England, 
he became a great admirer of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution, the 
RNLI, which he thought was a great example of Mutual Aid. In 1902, there 
were more than three hundred lifeboats stationed around the coasts of 
Britain, and Kropotkin reckoned there would have been a lot more if the 
fishermen who provided the service hadn’t been so poor themselves. All 
the crews were volunteers, just as they are today and, as he said, they were 
ready to sacrifice their lives to rescue strangers, again, just as they still do 
today. And, every year, a number of them drown in their efforts to save 
people they don’t know and have never met before. 

“After one particular shipwreck in Kent, Kropotkin asked the volunteers 
why they’d gone out in such a terrible storm. When trying to save a ship, 
stranded on some rocks, their lifeboat had capsized too; one of the crew 
was lost, and the rest had swum back to shore. The last coastguard to be 
found alive had spent all night on the beach in a snow drift. Kropotkin 
asked him why they’d gone out when it had been so dangerous. He was 
told that when they’d heard about a ship in distress, the whole village had 
stood on the beach and watched as five men clung to the shipwrecked 
mast. They stood there for two hours as the storm grew gradually worse 
until, as the gale dropped for a moment, they thought they could hear a 
boy crying. 

“It was at that moment that we could not stand it any longer.”’ Said the 
lifeboatman. “All at once we decided, “We must go; we must try.” 3° 

The Director completed the story as if channelling the lifeboatman. 

“You see George, we have it within us to be magnificent. And yet we are 
forced to conform to a shitty system that squeezes that magnificence out of 


us. And despite being exploited by it, many of us are still willing to put 


30 Life-Boats and Anarchy - https://libcom.org 
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our lives at risk to provide a service that Capitalism chooses to ignore 
because there is no profit to be made from it. 

“So we do these noble things in our spare time when we aren’t earning a 
living... And, incidentally, isn’t earning a living a horrible phrase? It 
makes us sound as though we have to justify our existence. So let me tell 
you, that nobody should have to earn a living. Being alive isn’t something 
we have to earn, it’s a gift that no-one should be allowed to take from you. 
And if it hadn’t been for Adam fucking Smith and his misplaced faith in 
the ruling classes, we might now be living in a much kinder world that 
isn’t trapped in some sort of death spiral. 

“But it isn’t too late: We can’t rewind the last two hundred years, but we 
can start a new chapter of compassion and consideration for each other 
and we can stop doing the things that stoke the Capitalist furnace. And if 


we do that, the fire will go out and the dragon will die.” 
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8: The Elevator Pitch - MOVE ON 
UP 


8.1. Cloudbusting 


“So that’s more or less all I have to tell you,” said the Director. “I’ve 
reminded you just how dangerous the climate crisis is, I’ve explained that 
the way for us to avoid an environmental disaster is to stop being 
complacent and change our individual behaviour. I’ve identified the source 
of these problems, which is a social system that places profits over human 
well-being and I’ve provided the context which has described what 
Capitalism is, where it came from and why it’s no longer fit for purpose.” 


George nodded while all of this was being recapped. 
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“T then went on to discuss how there are alternatives to Capitalism and 
why we’ve got to start exploring them before it’s too late. And finally, I 
tried to make you understand why we can’t wait for someone else to take 
the initiative. We’ve all got to become hummingbirds ourselves. So, that’s 
it! My work here is done. Now off you go!...” The Director gave a little 
bow, feeling a little lightheaded with relief. 

“That’s fantastic Sir, and thank you so much for spending your time 


? 


explaining it all to me.” Responded George, who, despite feeling 
physically and mentally exhausted was, nonetheless, genuinely 
appreciative of what the Director had done for him. 

“T agree,” said Faye, who, despite being a paid-up socialist herself, and 
already politically active, had to admit she’d been challenged to think of 
these problems from a somewhat different angle. However, she had one 
last request: “Before you go, can I first tell you that I love your movies, 
but secondly, can you give me some ideas about what I should do next. I 
mean, what can I do when I go to college tomorrow? What can I do to start 
being a hummingbird? It all seems just such an enormous task.” 

The Director had sympathy with this sentiment, so while he deeply wanted 
to finish his drink, help George to the elevator and head home to his wife, 
he instead said the following: 

“I understand what you’re saying Faye, I really do, so here’s the deal. If 
you call me a cab for about 30 minutes from now - not an Uber of course, 


because they’re a classic, exploitative GRiF Ter organisation! - but a local 


! Uber is a multinational taxi company founded in 2009, known for its mobile app that 
connects passengers with drivers. It revolutionised the transportation industry but also faced 
criticism as a pioneer of the ‘gig economy’. These include its treatment of drivers / lack 
insurance / paid leave / workers’ rights / low pay / long hours / lack of background checks / 
unethical business practices / ageressive expansion strategies / controversial marketing 

tactics / allegations of corporate misconduct.) amongst other things... 
www.theguardian.com 
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cab company - and in return, I’ll offer a few suggestions as to what you 
might do tomorrow that will start to change the world.” 

“Tt’s a deal,” said Faye, taking the napkin the Director had written his 
address on, and reaching for her phone. Meanwhile, on the comfy bar 
stool next to him, George was finding it hard to keep his eyes open. This 
might have been the cue to turn in for the night and return to the subject 
another day. Instead, however, the Director was hit by a new burst of 
energy, like a marathon runner entering the stadium for the final stretch of 
the race. 

“So, if you still think we can’t kill a dragon as big and powerful as 
Capitalism then let me tell you it’s been done many times before. In fact, 
progress only ever happens when an evil dragon is put to the sword.” 
“Like Copernicus and his B/G IDEA ?” asked George suddenly jolted in to 
life and rubbing his face in an effort to wake up. 

“Yes, just like Copernicus.” Agreed the Director. 

“Copernicus, the Dragon Slayer — that’s got a ring to it.” Agreed Faye, 
thinking it sounded like something from Game of Thrones. 

“Dragons as big as Capitalism have been killed before and they’ II be killed 
again. If you apply enough pressure to their throat you eventually choke 
them to death.” 

“Examples?” Asked Faye, cradling her chin in her hands in expectation. 
“Well, I’ve got three good case studies where a small but determined 
group took on the Establishment and won emancipation. Want to hear 
about them?” He asked. 

“What’s emancipation? Asked George. “Is it like constipation?” 

“Actually, in a way, it is.” Chuckled the Director. “I mean, in all three of 


my examples there’s a few hard-to-move shits blocking progress. But, to 
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be more precise, emancipation simply means setting people free. In other 
words: Liberation.” 

George made a rather droopy ‘OK’ sign with his fingers to show he 
understood. 

“Take the Transatlantic Slave Trade.” 2 Offered the Director. “That stain 
on the British conscience persisted for 200 years and made a lot of 
Capitalists very rich. Yet, in the end, it was killed off by a small group of 
determined activists who were so disgusted by it, that they wouldn’t take 
no for an answer.” 

“Interesting.” Agreed George, thinking this sounded more like a story he 
could follow. “Tell us more.” 

Accepting this invitation, the Director gathered his thoughts, took a deep 
breath and then began. “OK. The Transatlantic Slave Trade started up in 
the early years of the 16th Century and over the next 200 years, around 17 
million Africans were transported to North and South America and to the 
Caribbean. In addition, millions more were killed during their capture and 
2 million died in transit.” 

“Fuck.” Said George. Faye nodded in agreement. 

“The British didn't start the slave trade, but boy, did they cash in once they 
realised how much money could be made from capturing humans and 
shipping them off to the other side of the world. In the end, Britain was 
responsible for around half of the slaves transported which, in turn, 
accounted for about 10% of the entire British economy at the time. Think 
about that if you ever wonder what lengths Capitalism allows men to go to 


in pursuit of a profit.” 


2 The Transatlantic Slave Trade, was an horrific system of human trafficking which over 
four centuries, forcibly transported millions of Afticans across the Atlantic Ocean to the 
Americas to serve as enslaved labour, leaving a lasting legacy of trauma and injustice that 
continues to impact societies today. Transatlantic Slave Trade Overview www.bbc.co.uk 
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Both George and Faye shook their heads in disgust. 

“Gradually, thanks to the work of a small group of Hummingbirds known 
as Abolitionists >(here the Director nodded in the direction of George in 
acknowledgement of his earlier contribution) it became too difficult to 
ignore this obscenity and the practice was formally ended with the passing 
of the Abolition of the Slavery Act of 1807. The United States followed 
suit the next year. 

The Abolitionists famously included William Wilberforce and Josiah 
Wedgwood who, by the way, was affiliated to the Quaker movement, and 
therefore motivated by more than just making money. Part of Wedgwood’s 
contribution was to make a ceramic medallion of an African in chains 
inscribed with the slogan Am I not a man and a brother? Which supporters 
hung around their necks, a lot like we wear Just Stop Oil t-shirts these 


days. (Here's an image of the medallion for viewers at home) 


3 British Abolitionists were a dedicated group that campaigned tirelessly against the slave 
trade through grassroots activism such as petitions, rallies, literature, and public lectures which 
consistently pressured policymakers to take action - culminating in the Slave Trade Act in 
1807. They were led by figures such as William Wilberforce, Thomas Clarkson, Granville 
Sharp, and Olaudah Equiano. A similar group in the US was lead by figures such as Frederick 
Douglass, Harriet Tubman, William Lloyd Garrison, and Sojourner Truth. 
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“And I bet the Establishment back then were just as dismissive of 
Wilberforce and Wedgwood as they are about the Just Stop Oil activists 
today.” Suggested Faye. 

“T’m sure you’re right”, agreed the Director. “And even then, the slave 
ships kept operating illegally for another 60 years, which shows you just 
how hard it is to force Capitalists to let go of something when it’s making 
them money. But the interesting thing I want you to note here is something 
called the Overton Window.” 4 

“Ah yes, I wrote an essay about this last term.” Commented Faye, 
approvingly. 

“What’s this then?” Asked George feeling he might be thrown out of that 
window if he didn’t stay awake. 

“Well,” explained the Director, “The Overton Window is a sort of snapshot 
of public sentiment at any one point in time. The Slave Trade, for 
example, was considered acceptable when it first began in the 1600s, but 
by the early 1900s, thanks to people like Wilberforce and Wedgwood, the 
idea of trading human lives had become unpalatable. Moving the Overton 
Window to such an extent that British politicians had no choice but to act. 
And that’s how change comes about. You move the Overton Window by 
educating and informing. What at the outset seems impossible becomes 
reality if enough people apply enough pressure and move the window, and 
that’s how we can abolish Capitalism too.” 

The Director was encouraged to see George and Faye really giving this 


some thought, so he pressed on. 


4 The Overton Window represents the range of ideas and policies that are considered 
politically mainstream at any given time. The Window can shift over time as societal attitudes, 
political leadership, media influence, and grassroots activism changes public opinion. https:// 
conceptually.org 
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“So let’s think of a different example of something which seemed 
impossible to change before it was finally consigned to the dustbin of 
Capitalist shittiness.” 

“OK” Agreed George, wanting to hear more. 

“Let’s look at how ordinary folk in Britain finally won the right to vote.” 
“Classic Example!” Agreed Faye, settling down for a good listen. 

“Three hundred years ago, the British Establishment considered the 
working class too irresponsible, and, frankly, too stupid, to be consulted 
about how their lives should be lived. But, of course, there was another 
reason: The people with all the power and money didn’t want to give any 
of it away to a bunch of oiks they considered an almost lower life form.” 
“Just how our Dragon saw Alice and George!” observed George. 

“You’re catching on!” smiled the Director. 

“Tt took over a century of protests before the landed gentry finally agreed 
to give up some of their power.” 

“There’s plenty of toffs out there who still haven’t come to terms with 
this,” added Faye, ruefully. 

“Too true,” agreed the Director. “It’s crazy to think it was only 200 years 
ago, when only wealthy men had a say in how the country was run. What’s 
more, because they were wealthy, most had very little interest in the poor, 
whom they regarded simply as resources from which to make profits.” 

“So what’s new?” asked Faye. 

“In 1819, working conditions had become so bad in the industrialised 
cities of the North that 60,000 factory workers demonstrated to ask for 
better treatment and political reform. The Establishment were more than a 
little concerned, as they’d seen something similar happening in France 


thirty years earlier when a lot of wealthy heads ended up in baskets. So, 
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rather than take that risk, the army was called in and 18 demonstrators 
were killed and over 700 were badly injured.” 

“Peterloo...”” Confirmed Faye, solemnly shaking her head. 5 

“That’s the one.” Nodded the Director. “Which put the working class back 
in their box for a while.” 

“Bastards.” Muttered George quietly to himself. 

“Then, after a pause of about 20 years, in which working conditions got 
even worse, a grassroots movement called the Chartists® sprang up. It 
didn’t have leaders or a manifesto, so, in that respect, it was a great 
example of Spontaneous Order, yet it managed to organise a nationwide 
petition of several million signatures which it delivered to Parliament.” 
“Wow — good on them!” said George appreciatively. “Again, just like 
Alice and George.” 

“That’s right and, just like Alice and George they were completely 
ignored.” Said the Director “So they organised a second one, and then 
another. And they were all ignored.” 

“Bastards.” Said George again. 

“So eventually, the movement fizzled out due to lack of progress.” 
“Shame.” Said George, genuinely saddened. 

“Nonetheless,” continued the Director, now in full lecture mode. “In 1867, 
voting rights were extended fractionally, to include men who rented 


property for £10 or more a year.” 


5 The Peterloo Massacre of 1819 was a pivotal event in British history remains a symbol of 
the struggle for democracy, social justice, and the right to peaceful protest. The Peterloo 
massacre: what was it and what did it mean? www.theguardian.com 


6 The Chartists were a working-class movement that campaigned for political reform and the 
expansion of democratic rights. They advocated for a People's Charter, which demanded 
universal male suffrage, secret ballots, equal electoral districts, and other democratic reforms. 
They organised mass meetings, rallies, and petitions. 

The Chartist Movement 1838 - 1848 www.bbc.co.uk 
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“Gee - big deal.” Said George. “And Women?” 

Faye, who knew this story well, shook her head. 

“So next, at the turn of the Twentieth Century, came the Suffragettes,”7 
continued the Director, as if he’d just seen the cavalry riding over the hill. 
“They were led by women like Emmeline Pankhurst who were not about 
to put up with any shit. The Suffragettes vandalised public buildings, went 
on hunger strike and threw themselves under racehorses. In fact, they 
made a royal nuisance of themselves.” 

“Like Extinction Rebellion activists do today.” Noted George. 

“That’s right! And after another 20 years of civil disobedience, their 
efforts finally paid off: In 1918, men AND women who’d fought in the 
Great War were allowed to vote and, in 1928, ALL men and women were 
finally included.” 

“Jeez, it’s like pulling teeth!” Said George, unimpressed with the effort 
required to get The Establishment to change anything. “It reminds me of 
watching those penny-falls machines in amusement arcades.” He reflected 
dreamily. 

“Quite so” agreed the Director. “It took a long time, but eventually, the 
pennies drop. 

“To be fair, if we must,” added Faye reluctantly, obviously knowing a 
thing or two about this subject. “For a Victorian, the idea of democracy 


would have seemed an alien concept. After all, the most recent example 


7 The Suffragettes were a determined group of women who fought for women's right to 
vote in the late 19th and early 20th centuries employing bold and militant tactics to demand 
the vote and equality. Their actions, including window-smashing, arson, and chaining 
themselves to railings, challenged societal norms and sparked public debate about the rights of 
women. Despite facing opposition, ridicule, and even imprisonment, the Suffragettes 
persevered, and their efforts ultimately contributed to the passage of the Representation of 
the People Act in 1918, granting some women in the UK the right to vote. 

Who were the Suffragettes? www.museumoflondon.org.uk 
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they’d have been able to refer to was that of Ancient Greece, three 
thousand years earlier!” 

“You’re right!” Agreed the Director, magnanimously, “It’s easy to forget 
what a novelty democracy would have seemed back then. And, in a way, 
that’s exactly the situation our politicians now find themselves in. They 
have absolutely no idea what a post-capitalist system might look like as 
there are no obvious examples to refer to. And, of course, the GRiFTers 
would much prefer it if we didn’t bother thinking about it at all. Which is 
why we are trying to open up the debate with our Dragon movie.” 
“History’s a wonderful thing.” Observed George reflecting on what he’d 
learned in the last ten minutes. 

“But only if we really do learn from it.” Warned Faye. “Otherwise we’ll 
keep repeating it.” 

“And, as I’ve already said, it’Il be written by the victors.” Concluded the 
Director, with a hint of finality, “Only, this time, there won’t be any 
victors.” 

George lowered his head and made a sad groaning noise. 

“But while we’re on the subject of history, there’s one more example of a 
dragon slaying I’d like to tell you about.” 

“Go on.” said George, a little unsure as to whether he could handle any 
more information, but felt too enervated to resist. 

“OK I will, but the reason I want to tell you about this is because the 
strategy they used might be something we can learn from.” 

“Sounds helpful.” Agreed Faye, a little more intrigued and a lot less drunk 
than George. 

“What I’m talking about is Gandhi’s strategy for evicting the British from 


India.” 
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“Oooh! Now this is something / AM interested in!” proclaimed George, 
suddenly energised. “Ben Kingsley!” 

The Director rolled his eyes but pressed on. 

“So here was a particularly brutal dragon: The British had controlled 
India’s 425 million population by force for almost 200 years, so it must 
have been hard for an Indian to imagine ever having enough power to kick 
them out. After all, Britain, at the time, was the most powerful empire the 
world had ever seen.” 

“A quarter of the globe coloured pink.” Added Faye for extra detail. 
“Indeed,” agreed the Director, “and they were brutal bastards who showed 
no mercy when they needed to suppress the locals.” 

“In the end though, Gandhi proved that if you inspire enough people to 
commit non-violent acts of disobedience, even the most powerful dragons 
can be sent packing.” 

“Go Gandhi!” Said George with all the enthusiasm he could still muster. 
“What’s great about this is that Gandhi achieved emancipation without 
bloodshed. He knew the British were vicious when it came to suppressing 
violent uprisings, but they had no idea what to do when faced with 
passive-aggressive non-cooperation. There are only so many innocent 
people you can murder before the tide of opinion turns against you.” 

“The Overton Window.” Noted Fay. 

“That’s right.” Agreed the Director. “So Gandhi and his followers slowly 
strangled the enemy to death like a python killing a goat.” 

“Nice,” agreed George appreciatively, vaguely thinking about eating a 
goat curry on his flight back to LA.” 

“First, he refused to pay tax on salt.” Continued the Director. 

“Again with the Salt?” asked George, sounding a bit like Woody Allen. 
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“Yep, Salt!” Confirmed the Director. “The British taxed the Indians for 
using salt. SALT for god’s sake! Gandhi said, ‘enough of this bullshit’ and 
walked 200 miles to the Indian Ocean where he made his own salt, thank 
you very much. In 1930, Mahatma Gandhi set off on his Salt March with 
80 supporters following on behind but, by the time he’d reached the sea, 
he was leading a massive crowd, 60,000 of whom were then arrested. 
Gandhi himself went to prison for two years, but this only made his 
followers more determined. 

Next, hundreds of thousands of Indian civil servants put down their pens 
and refused to work, causing the infrastructure of the whole Raj to grind to 
a halt. And then, in an act that very much mirrors the sort of consumer 
boycotts I'm suggesting we use to stop climate change, the Indians 
stopped buying imported British goods, and this really hit them where it 
hurts.” 

“So the yen is mightier than the sword!” exclaimed George, joyfully. 
“They use rupees in India.” Corrected Faye. 

“Never let details get in the way of a good pun.” Consoled the Director, 
patting his tipsy leading man on the back. “But, yes, money is the quickest 
way to make a capitalist change his mind, if that’s what you mean. And 
there’s a wonderful irony here, because the British had been shipping 
Indian cotton to Northern England and Scotland for more than a century 
and then selling it back to the Indians as paisley saris and pyjamas. The 
Indians were literally a captive market. So when this cosy arrangement 


abruptly dried up, it left a gaping hole in Britain’s balance of trade. Gandhi 
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called this strategy Satyagraha’ which literally means ‘truth force’, which 
I think is great because that’s exactly what it was: the force of a people 
driven by truth, which, in this case, was the truth that Britain had no right 
to force itself upon the people of India. 

And ‘Truth Force’ is exactly how we’ll stop Capitalism killing the planet. 
Because, once we see the truth of what’s actually happening, we’ll find the 
collective will to find a better way. 

There’s a lot more we can learn from Gandhi’s strategy of satyagraha, but 
I think we might all be asleep if J talked about it for much longer.” 

“Not at all.”” Mumbled George, trying to keep his eyes open. 


8.2. | Can See Clearly Now 


Conscious that at least 50% of his audience might soon drop off, the 
Director knew he needed to inject a little energy into the conversation. 
“And if you think that these examples were all a long time ago and far 
away and that nothing much really changes, then let me tell you this 
couldn’t be further from the truth.” 

“Like what? Give me some examples.” Challenged Faye, keen to hear 
something more up-to-date to be inspired by. 

“OK,” agreed the Director, picking up her gauntlet. “Who'd have thought 
the world could have ground to a halt in 2020 when Covid hit? 
Governments didn’t have a clue what to do but, eventually, the global 


capitalist system was simply put on hold and people were paid to stay at 


8 Satyagraha is a term coined by Mahatma Gandhi, describes nonviolent resistance and civil 
disobedience rooted in truth and moral force. It embodies Gandhi's philosophy of peaceful 
resistance against injustice and oppression and advocates for the transformation of society 
through passive resistance, moral persuasion, and the willingness to endure suffering for the 
sake of a just cause. Gandhian philosophy of Satyagraha www.mkgandhi.org 
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home. Crazy, right? Even now, it’s hard to believe this happened. It’s a sort 
of moment in time when we catch a glimpse of the underlying weakness 
of selfish Capitalism and, conversely, the power of a society that decides 
to look after each other. Capitalism failed us, but the sky didn’t fall in. In 
fact, when it was all over, we all just got back to work as if nothing had 
happened. 

“Many capitalist countries found themselves having to implement massive 
social programs to keep people and businesses alive, walking away from 
their right-wing principles of /aissez-faire economics. It was a stunning 
example of how we mindlessly comply with Capitalism’s false assertions. 
“Moreover, it allowed many of us to step back from the daily grind and 
rethink our priorities. There was a sharp rise in early retirement and the 
economically inactive, which is just a technical term for dropping out like 
a 1960s hippie. 

“And just like the financial crash of 2008, when governments were forced 
to bail out the banks through Quantitative Easing? (just another name for 
printing money), the myth of Capitalism was laid bare, leaving the 
politicians, economists, financiers and CEOs looking exactly like the 
Wizard of Oz, pulling fake levers and wheels while telling us not to look 
behind the curtain.” 

“Exactly!” Said Faye in full and profound agreement. 

“And the fall-out from those crazy times has been interesting. Some 
companies have adopted a four-day work week, arguing it has increased 


productivity, employee satisfaction, and the work-life balance. The 


° Quantitative Easing (QE) - referred to earlier in the book - but added again, in case you’ve 
forgotten - involves buying ‘bonds’ (in the UK known as ‘gilts’) which are a form of TOU’. 
Between 2009 and 2020, the Bank of England bought £895 billion worth of bonds using 
money it created digitally (from what it called ‘central bank reserves’) in order to stimulate the 
economy. This undoubtedly benefitting asset owners and investors more than savers or wage 
earners. What is quantitative easing? www.bankofengland.co.uk 
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average workweek in the Netherlands is now around 29 hours, yet the 
Netherlands is more productive per person than either the UK or the US. 
So, you see, things can change quickly if we let them, and things will need 
to change much quicker than they have in the past if we want to stay alive. 
We're going to have to look deeper into what we value in life and what 
motivates us.” Insisted the Director, with something of an evangelical look 
in his pale, blue and now rather sleepy eyes. “We’ve got to see that this 
irrational urge to fulfil our selfish needs must now give way to a more 
powerful desire for mutual cooperation. When enough of us decide to see 
beyond the constraints of Capitalism, we can save the world.” 

“Hear, Hear!” Said Faye. 

“Well, said.” agreed George, clapping a little. 

“If you want still more up-to-date examples of humanity triumphing over 
capitalism, maybe read Rutger Bregman’s book Humankind: A Hopeful 
History,!° which challenges the assumption that our species is inherently 
selfish and violent. 

There are literally hundreds of books on the subject when you start to look 
for them. When you’re on your plane tomorrow George, fire up your iPad 
and look up Doughnut Economics or alternative terms such as Post- 
growth, Sustainable degrowth, Economic contraction, Voluntary 
simplicity, Prosperity without growth, Anti-consumerism or Post- 
consumerism. Then maybe look closer at the alternative economics section 


of your local bookstore that will have books about Regenerative 


10 Humankind: A Hopeful History" by Rutger Bregman challenges conventional beliefs 
about the inherent selfishness and aggression of humanity. Bregman argues that humans are 
fundamentally compassionate, cooperative, and inclined towards kindness and presents 
evidence from vatious contexts, including historical events, psychological studies, and real-life 
examples, to support this thesis. Bregman invites readers to embrace a more optimistic vision 
of the future based on the innate goodness of humankind. 

www.waterstones.com (n.b. for obvious reasons I’m not providing links to Amazon) 
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economics, Circular economics, Sustainable economics, Holistic 
economics, Thriving Earth economics, Ecocentric economics, Resilient 
economics, Well-being economics, or Equitable economics.!! 

The Director took in a huge gasp of air, as though he’d just named all 52 
states of America in one breath. 

“Then there are dozens, if not hundreds, of groups and organisations and 
local chapters looking to spread the word. Once you become engaged with 
the subject, you’ll be amazed at how much is happening. I’m pretty sure 
the organisers of these groups would love it if a famous person such as 
yourself got involved.” 

George, nodded and tried to look engaged. 

“Bregman also wrote a book in 2016 called Utopia for Realists /?which 
discusses specific policies such as Universal Basic Income, Open 
Borders, and a 15-hour Workweek. All of which becomes possible once we 
look beyond the false assumptions Capitalism throws up to protect itself.” 
“What I wouldn’t do for a 15-hour workweek” Mused Faye. “Imagine 
what else I could achieve if I wasn’t standing here for 40 hours a week!” 
“You’re right.” Agreed the Director. “Bregman wants us to be audacious in 
our aspirations. We only live once, and we ought to demand a more 
sustainable and kinder world to spend it in. But it’s hard, isn’t it? We’re so 


programmed to think that ideas like this are silly fantasies that could never 


1 If you think I’m giving you links to all of these, you’re nuts. If you really care about 
the planet it’s time you started to do your own bloody homework! 


12 "Utopia for Realists" by Rutger Bregman (2017) explores bold and practical ideas which 
challenge conventional wisdom and argues for ambitious policy changes, such as universal 
basic income, a shorter workweek, and open borders. Bregman asks us to re-image a society 
based on progressive policies which prioritise human well-being and equality, building towards 
a mote just and prosperous world for all. www.waterstones.com 

Utopia for Realists: And How We Can Get There by Rutger Bregman — review 
www.theguardian.com 
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work, but that’s exactly what the GRiFTers want you to think. Yet these 
ideas may not be quite so crazy if we actually gave them a try.” 

Both Faye and George nodded solemnly. 

“Why, sometimes I’ve believed as many as six impossible things before 
breakfast, said the White Queen.” Smiled Faye. 

“Quite so!” Agreed the Director. “And, in fact, an increasing number of 
thinkers, politicians and economists agree with Bregman. But you’ve 
probably never heard of them.” 

“Could that be because of the hegemony?” asked George, sarcastically. 
“The Hegemony.” Confirmed the Director. 

“We find it hard to think outside the box, so we just don’t bother: It’s too 
much like hard work. 

At this moment, something snapped in Faye’s head. She’d decided she’d 
heard enough and that it was time to speak up in support of the Director’s 
ideas. “Back in the day, I bet thousands of would-be hummingbirds hated 
the Slave Trade but did nothing about it because it seemed too powerful to 
stop. The same’s true of the would-be hummingbirds who believed every 
adult in Britain should have a vote, but they stayed silent for the same 
reason. Fortunately, there were still enough hummingbirds who were 
willing to try to change things, even if they couldn’t be sure they’d 
achieve their objectives and, because of their actions, they shifted the 
Overton Window and changed the way the world works.” 

“So very true.” Agreed the Director, proud of what he’d just heard. 
“Hopefully, we’ll all soon begin to see that, just like the slave trade, 
Capitalism is really not a good way for a civilised and intelligent society 


to behave.” 
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8.3. Do You Realise...? 


“OK, OK, OK!” Slurred George. “You’ve both convinced me. I’m a 
hummingbird and I’m ready to go join a satyagraha, or whatever that 
Gandhi thing was called. Sign me up! What do you want me to do now? 
What’s the post-capitalist equivalent of melting down my pots and pans or 
going on a Salt March?” 

“George, I’m not going to give you a shopping list”, replied the Director in 
a calming tone. “I’m just delighted that I’ve lit a fire under you. That 
makes me happier than you can possibly imagine.” 

“And it makes me happy that you ’re happy.’ Added George sleepily, now 
patting the front of the Directors chest with his big floppy hand. 

“T’m not going to start handing out edicts or ask you to slavishly follow a 
programme. There’s no manifesto from me. And, although Marx did write 
a manifesto, he didn’t think a classless society would happen if we just 
joined a big club and started following orders. Lenin and Trotsky tried 
that, and it didn’t work out well for them.” 

“Marx didn’t want to be part of a club that would have him as a member.” 
Quipped Faye, pleased with herself. 

“Very good!” acknowledged the Director. “But I guess that’s exactly what 
he meant. He knew that you couldn’t have a successful revolution if it was 
imposed from the top down. In his mind, it needed to be organic. Just like 
the strategy Gandhi used: Mass disobedience, withdrawal of labour and a 
refusal to buy the products that fed the Capitalist economy. And that’s 
exactly what we need to do too. Marx advocated a withdrawal of labour. 
I’m advocating a withdrawal of consumption. When consumers stop 
consuming, Capitalism will run out of the fuel it needs to survive. It’s 


demise won’t come from the beheading of its GRiFTer ringleaders but 
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from seven billion tiny cuts from the beaks of every human hummingbird 
on the planet.” 

“Wow!” Gasped George, impressed by this dramatic image. 

“If we stop tolerating the selfish, greedy behaviour that Capitalism 
demands, we’ll soon shift that Overton Window. For you George, it might 
start with auctioning off a couple of your Porsches for a charity and 
turning over an acre of your Beverly Hills mansion to an allotment. It 
definitely means telling your financial adviser to shift your investments 
out of dodgy pension funds and shares in GRiFTer companies and move 
them into initiatives that are 100% ethical and doing good in the world.” 
George rubbed his chin as he contemplated these rather drastic actions. 
“After that, maybe you should stop being sponsored by Richard Mille. I 
mean, who needs a half-million dollar watch anyway?” 

“T’ve got another one at home that’s worth a million.” Corrected George, 
sheepishly. “In my defence, it came with the job.” 

The Director gave George his ‘slightly disappointed’ comical face. “Well, 
at least donate your fee to saving the rainforest or something and take a 
look at their business model and if you find any dirt; maybe they use child 
labour to mine their diamonds or something, then publicly refuse to work 
for them. But in their defence, I think they’re a private company, so at 
least they’re not just another GRiFTer investment scam.” 

George nodded in agreement. “Good to hear. I’1l look into them when I get 
home and maybe ask them some awkward questions.” 

“Attaboy!” said the Director, encouragingly. “You'll still be famous, 
you'll just be more Jimmy Wales at Wikipedia than Mark Zuckerberg at 
Facebook. And I know who I'd prefer to have a beer with. After that, 
there’s a bunch of alternatives to consumer capitalism. ’'m not going to 


say which one is best. They all do a good job and work together. It’s 
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horses for courses; just do what you feel comfortable with. The important 
thing is to do SOMETHING!” 

“After that, you could start buying the things you need from cooperatives 
and worker-owned enterprises where employees have a stake in the 
business. And, is it true you part-own a soccer club in Wales?” 

“You’re correct.” Confirmed George, pretending to head a football. 

“So how about widening the purpose of the club beyond just making a 
profit to include community-based initiatives, like getting kids off the 
street and setting up academies? God knows North Wales needs it.” 
George nodded his head in agreement. 

“Certainly, we must immediately stop buying from GRiFTers or working 
for their rotten corporations. To do that, we all need to be far more aware 
of how GRiFTers operate and the businesses they make their money from. 
Perhaps we could develop a kite mark or something that legally forces a 
business to explain who owns them and how they're financed? That way, 
we could make better decisions about who we choose to support. These 
GRiFTer organisations are really just parasites and we are their hosts, and 
their sole purpose in life is to siphon off our cash into their off-shore bank 
accounts, none of which helps to save the planet." 

“Sounds good.” Replied George, trying hard to hide his regret at the 
thought of saying goodbye to his beautiful Porsche. 

“T can see you’re thinking about your cars, George.” 

“No, no, not at all,” replied George, lying. 

“But imagine a world where success isn’t measured by the car you drive, 
but how you feel inside, knowing things are getting better for everyone, 


not just the privileged few.” 
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George nodded in agreement and then quoted from his favourite book 
again: ‘Where you live,’ the little prince said, ‘people grow five thousand 
roses in one garden, ... yet they dont find what they are looking for.’ 13 
“Beautifully put.”” Complimented the Director. “Imagine how you’d feel if 
you turned on your TV and saw good news stories about rainforests that 
had been preserved and animals that had been saved from extinction or 
better health services for poor African nations. What sort of price would 
you put on that?” 

“A lot.” Agreed George, nodding again. 

“What if Capitalism became so unacceptable, that oligarchs and dictators 
were no longer allowed to hoard their stolen money in Swiss banks? 
Perhaps those failed states could then rebuild, and let their citizens feed 
and house themselves, rather than depend on foreign aid. 

“Imagine a world where innovation focused on sustainable solutions over 
oil spills; where quality triumphed over quantity, and long-term well-being 
was more valuable than short-term financial gains. Imagine if we become 
as intolerant of greed and selfishness in public life as we are in our private 
lives. What sort of world would that be like to live in?” 

“A pretty good one.” Conceded George. 

“Tt’s all there waiting to happen if we can just find the courage to evict the 
GRiFTers from the wheelhouse. Without them in charge, we could steer 
the ship into calmer waters where our pale blue dot would be loved and 
cherished. That’s what an intelligent species would do and I believe we’re 
capable of doing it. We just need to STOP BEING SO FUCKING 
STUPID!” The Director banged his fist on the bar as he shouted this. 


13. The Best Quotes From The Little Prince - www.bustle.com 
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“T don’t know about you, but I want to live in a world that celebrates the 
best of what humans can be rather than watching the worst of us on 
television every night. 

“And escaping the grip of unchecked Capitalism doesn’t mean sacrificing 
our individuality. In fact, I believe if we just wriggle out of this Capitalist 
straitjacket, we can realise our full potential as individuals. We can start to 
design a new system that better reflects who we are, more able to live our 
lives as we want them to be, untroubled by the environmental catastrophe 
hanging over us. 

“Imagine if we were all se/f-actualised !4 George, able to explore our full 
potential and our talents. How much greater would our lives be if we 
didn’t look for status from the watch we wear or the car we drive, or the 
weekly session with our shrink trying to straighten us out.” 

“T know exactly what you’re talking about.” Confirmed George, realising 
the Director was now describing the three exciting years he’d spent at 
drama college when he felt everything was possible. “That was Lee 
Strasberg’s philosophy.” he said. “When I was at the Actors Studio '5 in 


New York we called it Flow.!6 If you’re a method actor, you get to glimpse 


14 Self-Actualisation is a concept introduced by psychologist Abraham Maslow, which 
describes a state of fulfilment, authenticity, and personal growth. A self-actualised individual 
has achieved a deep understanding of themselves, their values, and their purpose in life, 
allowing them to live in alignment with their true selves and pursue meaningful goals. They 
serve as inspirations for others, demonstrating the transformative power of personal growth 
and the pursuit of authenticity and meaning in life. 

Self-Actualisation In Psychology: Theory & Examples www.simplypsychology.org 


15 "The Actors Studio, founded in 1947 and located in New York City, was pivotal in shaping 
American theatre and film through the exploration of the "Method" acting technique, 
developed by Stanislavsky and developed further by Lee Strasberg, https://theactorsstudio.org 


16 In the state of Flow, individuals experience a state of optimal experience, intense 
concentration, heightened awareness, and a sense of timelessness, losing themselves in the 
present moment and deep enjoyment and satisfaction. 

What is a flow state and what are its benefits? www.headspace.com 
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what a fully expressed life looks like when you really get inside a 
character.” 

“Exactly!” Agreed the Director enthusiastically, though not sure George 
was what you’d call a method actor. 

“The problem is, I’ve probably only been in a state of Flow five times in 
my whole life. Those moments when I’ve been 100% present. And I 
haven’t felt that way for the past fifteen years.” 

“Well, maybe it’s time to give it another shot.” said the Director 
encouragingly. “This may be the moment you stop trying to be a film star 
and start being a human being again.” 

“You’re probably right.” Agreed George, reflecting on his last few 
supposedly successful years. 

“You see George, we aren’t designed to be selfish. We’re deeply spiritual 
creatures striving to be the best we can be, sharing this incredible miracle 
of life with the fellow souls around us. 

As Jeremy Honey said: /ts when we recognise the reality around us for 
what it is rather than what we expect it to be. Intimacy happens when we 
remove our pre-conceived ideas and allow our souls to be in the company 
of one another. !7 

“That’s great”,’ said Faye, coming back into the conversation, having 
spent a few minutes tidying up the bar, and getting ready to close. “But 
who’s Jeremy Honey?” 

“T’m not sure”, replied the Director, “But that’s not important now. What 
is important is that within the cul-de-sac of Capitalism we’ve trapped 
ourselves in, some of us have grown rich, many more of us remain poor, 
and almost all of us have lost sight of how to enjoy life. It’s caused wars, 


famine and vast amounts of suffering, and it’s destroying our planet. How 


17 Not sure who Jeremy Honey is - waiting for a reference! 
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can we continue to support that? Within this hall of distorting mirrors, it 
might seem pretentious or naive to aspire to anything as grand as a happy, 
healthy, caring world, but that’s just the hegemony talking. Capitalism has 
even taken away our ability to be optimistic.” 

George and Faye just looked at each other, touched by the words tumbling 
from his mouth. 

“If you think about it, just for a moment, you’d realise it’s a miracle the 
three of us are sitting in this garish bar at two-thirty in the morning. If we 
dollied the camera back, we’d see our pale blue dot, floating in the infinite 
blackness, unsure of where we’ve come from or where we’re going. It’s a 
magnificent mystery and I’m damn sure I’m not going to waste whatever 
time I’ve got left indulging in something as crass as Capitalism. 

George and Faye listened to this poetic vision intoned by this gnarled old 
Scotsman, his voice mellow as the glass of vintage malt he was holding. 
“Aristotle was saying something similar two and a half thousand years 
ago.” Continued the Director. “He called it Eudaimonia,'!8 which was his 
way of describing a life of happiness and fulfilment. He knew a thing or 
two about the human condition and its unique capacity for rational thought 
mixed with the passions of the human soul. He believed we could all rise 
above the mundanity of the day-to-day and be present to the transcendent 


miracle of life. 


18 Rudaimonia, from ancient Greek philosophy, represents the highest human good and 
flourishing achieved through virtuous living and the realisation of one's true potential. Often 
translated as "happiness" or "well-being," eudaimonia goes beyond mete pleasure and 
satisfaction to encompass a state of fulfilment and excellence in life. It is achieved through the 
cultivation of moral virtues such as courage, wisdom, temperance, and justice, along with the 
pursuit of meaningful goals and activities aligned with one's values and purpose. Eudaimonia 
involves living in harmony with oneself, others, and the world, fostering a deep sense of inner 
peace, contentment, and purposeful engagement with life. 

What is Eudaimonia? https://positivepsychology.com 
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“Most importantly, he argued that we can only achieve a state of 
Eudaimonia through meaningful relationships. Zaoists and Buddhists 
believe something similar. So, if we’re going to consign Capitalism to the 
scrap heap, and look for something better, let’s go the whole hog and see 
how far we can take it. Shoot for the moon and if we miss, we’ ll still be 
amongst the stars.” 

“Yeah, but then we’ll be floating in space waiting for our oxygen to run 


” 


out.” Replied George, staring into his now long-empty glass and 


somewhat deflating the moment. 


8.4. Stand By Me 


“Have you ever seen Pay it Forwards? Faye asked George. 1° 

“Kevin Spacey?” said George slowly, now almost monosyllabic. “Not 
good.” 

“That’s the one.” Confirmed Faye. 

“Why do you ask? Enquired the Director, puzzled. 

“Oh, I don’t know. Talking about that hummingbird made me think about 
it.” Replied Faye. “The hummingbird wasn’t trying to put out the fire for 
her own sake, but for a// the animals in the jungle and all the little 
hummingbirds that would come after her.” 

“More like Spray it Forwards then.” Said George, remembering the water 
the little hummingbird was carrying in her beak. 

“IT know what you’re getting at,” agreed the Director, slowly beginning to 
see the link. “Tell me more about the film. I don’t think they showed it at 


my local arthouse.” 


19 Pay it Forwards (2000) - A young boy attempts to make the world a better place after his 
teacher gives him that chance. www.imdb.com 
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“OK, so from what I can remember, a class of kids are told to come up 
with an idea that will change the world.” Faye made rabbit ears to suggest 
that changing the world was some sort of cliche. “And this one kid 
suggests that if someone does you a favour, you don’t pay them back 
immediately, but you pay it forward to three new people who, in turn, do 
something kind for three more new people.” 

“Interesting!” Agreed the Director, appreciating the appropriateness of this 
idea to their conversation. 

“Thanks for making that connection.” He said to Faye. “This is actually a 
very old idea known as serial reciprocity.”2° 

“Ts there nothing you don’t know?” Asked George incredulously. 

“Well, I don’t know much about Kevin Bacon films.” Replied the Director 
smiling at George. 

“Kevin Spacey.” Corrected George, now on the verge of zoning out 
completely. 

“Benjamin Franklin, asked a friend of his to do something similar when he 
was living in Paris. I’m paraphrasing, but he said something like: 

If I lend you this money, promise me that, instead of paying me back, 
you'll lend the same amount to someone in similar distress, and then ask 
him to do the same. That way, it will help a lot of people before it reaches 
a knave that stops its progress. This is a trick of mine to do a deal of good 


with a little money. 7! 


20 Serial Reciprocity is a social phenomenon where individuals reciprocate actions in a 
repeated manner over time. Unlike simple reciprocity, which involves a one-time exchange, 
serial reciprocity involves ongoing interactions where individuals respond to the actions of 
others with reciprocal behaviour which fosters cooperation, trust, and social bonds. Serial 
reciprocity encourages mutual support and plays a crucial role in the maintenance of social 
relationships, cooperation and the development of social norms. 

Learning to Give - Serial Reciprocity: Pay it Forward www. learningtogive.org 


21 Letter from Benjamin Franklin to Benjamin Webb https://en.wikisource.org 
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“How the hell do you remember all this stuff?” asked George again, 
completely baffled. 

“T’m not sure,” replied the Director. “I guess I just read a lot of Wikipedia 
pages. Fittingly too, Pay it Forwards is one of the steps in the /2-Step 
Programme? that Alice and George present to the dragon in their 
ultimatum ‘You cant pay anyone back for what has happened to you, so 
you try to find someone you can pay forward.’ 

“There have even been experiments looking at the Pay it Forward effect 
which suggest that people who are the recipient of good deeds are more 
likely to do good deeds themselves. Even small things like being a 
courteous driver encourage other drivers to be courteous too. It’s what 
they call a virtuous circle.” 

“They obviously haven’t driven in LA.” Reflected George sardonically. 
Ignoring this comment, Faye continued. “It sounds like Karma.?3 You 
know; Hindus believe our past deeds influence our future.” 

“You’re right.” Agreed the Director. “I think we could use this for our 
Hummingbird campaign.” 

“How do you mean?” asked Faye, not really sure she had followed the 


Director’s train of thought. 


22 ‘The 12-Step Programme, originally developed by Alcoholics Anonymous (AA), is a 
widely recognised approach to recovery from addiction that emphasises spiritual growth, self- 
awareness, and mutual support. Central to the programme is the recognition of powerlessness 
over addiction and the need for surrender to a higher power, as well as taking moral inventory, 
making amends for past wrongs, and helping others who suffer from addiction. 

What Are the 12 Steps of Recovery? www.verywellmind.com 


23 Karma is a concept in Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism which suggests that positive deeds 
generating beneficial outcomes and negative deeds leading to adverse consequences, either in 
this life or in future incarnations. Karma assumes an interconnectedness between all beings 
and emphasises the importance of ethical conduct and mindfulness in shaping one's life path. 
What Is Karma and Why Should it Matter to Us? www.psychologytoday.com 
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“Well, this reminds me of that old WW1/ recruitment poster I was telling 
George about earlier.” 

“Oh yeah!” replied George, vaguely remembering that earlier episode 
from this massive box set. “The one where the poor dad is morally shamed 


1 


for being a coward!” (Here’s that poster again for the viewers at home) 
“That’s the one!” Chuckled 
the Director. “But if you 
think about it, there’s a good 
idea here we might use to 
encourage people to do more 
to save the planet.” 

“How do you mean?” asked 
George. “Are we into 
emotional blackmail and dad 
shaming now. Doesn’t sound 
very Eudaimonia.” 

“You’re right.” Agreed the 
Director, but what if we took 
the blackmailing and virtue 


signalling out of it and let 


people see it for what it is.” 
“What’s that?” Asked Faye, 


still rather unsure. 


Dautdy,uhat did YOU do in the Sreat War ? 


“People supporting each other in the fight against global warming.” 
Replied the Director. 
“Dig for Victory!” Shouted George, not exactly sure why. 
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Imagine if we created an online site where people could keep a record of 
the things we are doing for the war effort? So when children ask their 
parents what they’d done in the ten crucial years between 2024 and 2034 
when we still had a chance to prevent an environmental disaster, their 
parents could point to the Hummingbird Book, and show them what they’d 
done.” 

“Are you sure?” Asked Faye. “Are things really as bad as the First World 
War which killed sixteen million people.” 

“Peanuts.” Replied the Director dismissively. “The Climate War that’s 
heading our way will kill a// 8 billion of us if we don't do something about 
it.” 

Duly corrected, and reminded of the gravity of the situation, Faye asked. 
“So you'd better tell me about this Hummingbird Book.” 

“OK,” agreed the Director, “After the Great War, almost every town and 
village in Britain built a memorial to the people from that town who’d 
given their lives for their country. You still see them covered in poppies 
and wreaths every Remembrance Day.” 

Faye nodded in recognition of this. 

“So why shouldn’t we acknowledge the sacrifices people are making in 
the war against climate change? Sure, you might think that’s over the top, 
but if there was somewhere people could go to record their experiences 
and share their ideas, such as how to cut down on our carbon footprint, or 
how to avoid GRiF Ter companies or just stimulate conversation amongst 
the Eco-Worriers like me and you; that’s got to be a good thing. We’ve got 
to get this conversation out to a wider audience beyond just the Just Stop 
Oil and Extinction Rebellion activists. We need this to go mainstream if 


we have any chance of saving ourselves.” 
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“So let’s create an online forum - something like Facebook but without 
Zuckerberg making money from it - and let’s call it the Hummingbird 
Book or something, where people can get inspired, find their own way to 
do their bit and feel less like they’re on their own.” 

“This is beginning to sound like a plan!” Exclaimed Faye enthusiastically. 
“Maybe then people wouldn’t feel they were the only animal in the forest 
trying to put out the fire, even if it feels small; be part of a bigger 
movement - the satyagraha: Truth Force.” 

“Good idea.” Mumbled George. “That way, next time I see my niece I can 
show her my page on the website and she’ll see that I’d sold my Porsche 
and at least know I was trying. She might even be proud of me.” At this, 
George pretended to weep into his hands. “Tell you what.” He continued, 
“T’m flying back to LA tomorrow and Ill give a few of my pals in Silicon 
Valley a call to see if they can magic something up.” 

“That would be marvellous!” Agreed the Director appreciatively. “Ill give 
you a call in a couple of days to see if you’ve got anywhere with it.” 

Even in his present state, George knew the Director would 100% keep his 
word on this, and that he’d accidentally conscripted himself into the war 
effort. 


8.5. Across The Universe 


“That’s very noble of you George.” Said the Director. “Which reminds me, 
I read this thing on Twitter this morning.” 

The Director once again pulled out his battered old phone and started to 
read the tweet he’d seen earlier: 

“Have you ever thought that, in 100 years, like in 2123, we will all be 


buried with our relatives and friends. Strangers will live in our homes we 
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fought so hard to build, and they will own everything we have today. All 
our possessions will be unknown, including the car we spent a fortune on, 
and will probably be scrap. Our descendants will hardly know who we 
were, nor will they remember us. How many of us know our grandfather s 
father? After we die, we will be remembered for a few more years, then we 
are just a portrait on someones bookshelf, and a few years later, our 
history, photos and deeds disappear in history’ oblivion. We wont even be 
memories. If we paused one day to analyse these questions, perhaps we 
would understand how ignorant and weak the dream to achieve it all was. 
If we could only think about this, our approach and thoughts would 
change; we would be different people. Always having more, no time for 
whats really valuable in life. I'd change all this to live and enjoy the 
walks I’ve never taken, the hugs I didnt give, the kisses for our children 
and our loved ones, the jokes we didnt have time for. Those would 
certainly be the most beautiful moments to remember, afterwards, they 
would fill our lives with joy. And some of us waste it day after day with 
greed, selfishness and intolerance. Every minute of life is priceless and 
will never be repeated, so take time to enjoy, be grateful for, and celebrate 
your existence.” 74 

“Man, that’s fucking heavy.” Said Faye, entirely giving up on any pretence 
of being a member of the hotel staff. 

The Director looked up from his screen to see George fighting to keep his 
eyes open. He glanced at his watch; it was 3:30 and he suddenly thought 
about his wife. She wouldn’t have expected him home tonight, given it 
was the end of the shoot, so she’d have gone to bed early. But if she’d 
woken in the night, she’d have probably wondered where he was and 
hoped he was OK. 


24 Anon - as far as I can tell. 


304 


Gramskii 


He also remembered he’d arranged to play squash with his assistant at 
noon, and there was no chance of that happening now. Unfortunately, there 
was also no chance of sending her a text in his present state, so he hoped 
she’d forgive him for standing her up. 

It was, however, definitely time to let George go, as he had a flight to 
catch in the morning. But the Director had one last point to make. 

“So, the last thing I want to leave you both with is this...” 

George and Faye leaned in one last time to hear this final gem. Perhaps 
this will be the most important piece of the jigsaw they’d hear tonight. 
“Look, you know I’m a sucker for an acronym.” 

“T had noticed.” Said George sarcastically. 

“Well, let me leave you with just one more before we all turn in.” 

“OK.” Said Faye. Is it memorable?” 

“Tt ought to be.” Replied the Director. “Technically, it’s a mnemonic, so 
it’s designed to help you remember something important. Could you pass 
me one of these napkins please?” 

Faye did as she was requested while the Director felt behind his ear for his 
pencil. 

This is what he scribbled: 


THE DRAGON AND THE HUMMINGBIRD 


“Cool. What does it mean?” Asked George, swaying a little while 
squinting at the paper in the dim lights of the bar. 


‘D-R-A-G-O-N” confirmed the Director. 


D - We need to wake up to the DANGER 

R - We need to take RESPONSIBILITY - because if we leave it to the 
Establishment, we’re all going to die. 

A - We’ve got to learn to AVOID the GRiFTers, because they're zombie 
organisations that don't care about our well being. 

G - We’ve got to practice being more GRATEFUL for what we already 
have - like our health, our families and our loved ones. And we’ve also got 
to resist being GREEDY. There’s enough to go around, if we all just take 
what we need and nothing more. Which leads on to the idea of BUY LESS 
/ BUY BETTER, but I couldn’t fit that into this mnemonic! 

O - We need to learn to look out for each OTHER. We are all in this 
together. 

N - And, finally, we all need to take care of NATURE because if Nature 


dies, we die with it. 


The Director now leaned in, his face very close to those of his friends, and 
jabbed his finger at them a little to emphasise the point as he now said 
very slowly and deliberately. “DON’T - FEED - THE - DRAGON. And 
remember this: the Dragon lives out there in the big, bad Capitalist world, 
but never forget it also lives here, in our greedy little hearts. So, whatever 
we do, we must remember it’s not enough to just blame others. We’re as 


much a part of the problem as they are, because we keep feeding them.” 
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And then, with an almost nonchalant smile, the Director drained the last 


tiny drop of whisky from his glass. 


8.6. When Tomorrow Comes 


“Come on, George,” said the Director, tapping George’s leg. “Let’s get 
you off to bed. I’Il walk you to the elevator.” 

“Thank you so much,” replied George, genuinely grateful for the time the 
Director had devoted to him over the past nine hours, but now fast heading 
into oblivion. “I understand now, and I see things differently. Hopefully, 
when I wake up tomorrow I’ll want to make some changes. It’s time to be 
more Hummingbird.” 

“That’s great,” smiled the Director, aware again of how much George was 
just an innocent, eager puppy. 

Faye and the Director's shook hands in recognition of a fellow traveller; 
their hands bridging their age difference and social standing. The Director 
fumbled in his battered old wallet for whatever notes were inside and left 
them on the bar before helping George from his stool. He also pushed the 
napkin he’d just been scribbling on and pushed it towards Faye, motioning 
that she should keep it. 

George also waved a weary hand at Faye, then slid from his chair and was 
only prevented from slumping to the floor by the Director's surprisingly 
muscular arm. 

"I'll make sure we get you to the premier." Was the Director's farewell line 
to Faye, shouted over his shoulder as he helped George to the door. 

Faye shook her head, looked briefly at the napkin, smiled, and then went 


back to closing the bar. She never received a proper explanation for the 
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Dragon and the role it played, but she guessed she’d find out if she ever 
saw the movie. 

Out in the bright lobby, the Director guided George to the bank of gold 
elevators hidden off to the side. There was no one around at this hour, so 
he pressed the elevator buttons himself to call one down. As they waited, 
the Director’s mind wondered whether the human species really could get 
through this critical point in its history. Perhaps we had something in 
common with lemmings about to commit suicide, he speculated. 

With this in mind, he pulled out his phone once more, only this time he 
held it away from his chin and spoke into it,” Siri, do lemmings really 


commit mass suicide?”’ 


Siri instantly responded: “Lemmings are small rodents known for their 
periodic population fluctuations and migratory behaviour. Sometimes, 
during their migration, they accidentally fall from cliffs or into bodies of 
water, leading to the misconception of mass suicide. In reality, they don’t 


intentionally take their lives.” 


Relieved to hear this was just a myth, the Director returned his phone to 
his pocket and pressed the elevator button again, muttering to himself 
about their slowness. 

“So, no,” the Director continued, out loud, aware he was now almost 
certainly speaking to himself. “It would be unnatural for a species like 
humans to kill themselves, but thanks to our hubris, we might do it 
anyway. But I’m counting on our Collective Unconscious and the miracle 
of Spontaneous Order to wake us up before that happens. This is one 
alarm we can't afford to sleep through." 

George was no longer listening, leaning against the wall and focussing all 


his efforts on not falling over. 
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“There’s just one last thing I want to reiterate,” persisted the Director, 
knowing that George was now probably too far gone, but saying it 
anyway, “The first and last thing we’ll need to save ourselves is TRUST.” 
George pulled a face he hoped would suggest he understood. 

“When you wake up tomorrow George, and try to remember what we were 
talking about, you’ll have to TRUST yourself that what I’ve been saying 
today all made sense. You’re going to need to TRUST yourself because, 
from now on, everything in this world will try to make you doubt it.” 
George nodded excessively. 

“And, what’s more,” continued the Director, “despite everything I’ve said 
about the human heart’s temptation to be selfish, you’re going to have to 
learn to TRUST everybody else too, because, if we want any chance of 
building a new world out of the wreckage of this old one, we’re going to 
have to work together: So, our biggest enemy will be the fear that others 
will take advantage of us.” 

Again, George nodded, hoping the elevator would arrive before he threw 
up on the carpet. 

“So everything depends on our willingness to TRUST the process, when 
all our instincts want to distrust it. We'd rather retreat under the duvet and 
avoid taking risks, but we can't afford to do that if we want to live.” 

Of course, retreating under a duvet was exactly what George wanted to do 
at that moment, but he could tell from the Director’s face this was 
important information he needed to hear. 

At that moment, much to George’s relief, there was a bright ‘ping’, and the 
elevator doors quietly swooshed open. 

“But that’s a conversation for another day!” Conceded the Director, finally 


acknowledging the moment had passed and throwing in the towel. 
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“By the way George!” Said the Director as though he’d just realised 
something. “TRUST is the subject of my next film, and I was hoping you 
might consider taking the lead. Most of it will be filmed in Bhutan.” 
George hadn’t entirely understood what the Director had just said, but it 
sounded like a job offer. “Sounds great!” he replied, covering his bases. 
Get in touch with my agent, and let’s work something out.” 

“Here you go, my young friend,” the Director said, guiding George into 
the empty elevator. “You did remarkably well today George and thank you 
for your thoughtful contributions.” 

George patted the Director on the shoulder as he shuffled inside, while the 
Director leaned in to press the floor which corresponded with the number 
on George’s key card. 

“Safe journey back. I'll call you next week.” 

The elevator doors closed, and George was left alone, vaguely wondering 
why the Director had persisted in calling him George all evening when his 
name was Brad. 

For his part, the Director looked at the tired, hunched-up image of himself 
now reflected in the chrome of the closed elevator door, but instead of 
depression, he felt a glimmer of hope that the ideas he’d shared with 
George might find a place in his heart. He then returned to the lobby and 
out through the main doors and into the damp early morning air. 

The sky was clear, with a hint of orange in the west, announcing either the 
pre-dawn or else the lights of London’s financial centre that never go out. 
He couldn’t figure out which. (It was the former, but he was really too 
drunk to care.) 

Gazing upwards, the Director marvelled at the infinite expanse of tiny 
stars, like a handful of diamond dust thrown over black velvet. For a 


moment, he contemplated how tragic it would be if his was the last 
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generation to enjoy this magnificent sight. Just then, the cab that had been 
patiently waiting for him at the curb pulled up. 

Grateful for his patience, the Director smiled at the be-turbaned driver, 
who smiled back serenely. He climbed into the rear seat and confirmed his 
address and then settled back for the ride home. Just before closing his 
eyes, he noticed a small laminated card taped to the driver’s dashboard, 


which he recognised as Jaoist saying; 


In the harmony of the universe, 


Every action ripples through the whole. 
The Director smiled at this, thanked the universe and then, in a blatant, 
ironic, post-modern twist, looked directly into the camera lens and said to 
you, the reader: 


So, tell me little Hummingbird, what are you going to do about it? 


With that said, he rested his head back against the car seat as the cab 
gently pulled away. 


Thanks for reading! 
Please add a short review or offer your own thoughts, observation sor 
suggestions on the Www.dragonbook.org website and let me know what 
you think! 
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Daitdly, what did YOU do in the Sreat War ? 
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About Gramskii 


I’m Graham Hall but some of my friends at college called me Gramskii 
which I don’t think this had anything to do with my politics, but given the subject 
matter of this book, it seemed an appropriate nom de plume. 

I’m originally from Southport, Lancashire, UK but somehow worked my 
way into a career in market research, branding and advertising eventually running 
my own agency an in London, Miami and New York. 

My wife and I had been living in Manhattan, but we both decided we’d 
prefer a more bucolic lifestyle. So we grabbed out three young kids and decamped 
to the Somerset countryside, which was much prettier, but a lot less well paid. 

While staring out of my window at Glastonbury Tor I couldn’t help feel Like 
increasingly distracted by the looming climate crisis hanging over us, so decided 
to take some time out to write about it for people like me, because I guessed there 
were loads of people like me who weren’t sure what to do. People I call Eco- 
Worriers. 

As [ve spend a major chunk of this book criticising multinational 
organisations like Amazon, I could hardly try to flog it for a profit through 
Amazon (boo hiss) - But, in any case, I didn't write it too make a profit. I just 
wanted to get the ball rolling amongst other people like me - get them thinking - 
get them in Acton and doing something - like the Hummingbird. 

If you’ve enjoyed this book or found it useful, please spread the word. 

Next up I intend to write a book about TRUST because I think that’s what 


we’re missing. 
Peace, love etc. 
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- An allegory for our times 
Concerned about the climate crisis? 
Not sure what to do about it? 
Afraid to look too close for fear of what you might find? 


Then you re an Eeo-Worrier and this book was written 
Jor you... 


A tour of the mess we’re in, how we got here and how we 
can get out. Who knows, we might end up with a happier, 
healthier world! 


"A real page-turner” 
‘Really made me think” 


“Entertaining ,clever and a great story” 


Get one and start making a difference. Better still, get two 
and give one to a friend! 
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